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Proceedings of the Annual Meeting 


OCTOBER 18, 1961 
AT THE LIBRARY OF THE SOCIETY, WORCESTER 


HE one hundred and forty-ninth annual meeting of the 

American Antiquarian Society was held at the Library 
of the Society, Worcester, Massachusetts, October 18, 1961, 
at 10:45 a.m. The meeting was called to order by President 
Carleton Rubira Richmond. 

The following members of the Society were present: Ham- 
ilton Vaughan Bail, George Sumner Barton, Augustus 
George Bullock, Chandler Bullock, Lyman Henry Butter- 
field, Roger Butterfield, Ernest Caulfield, Samuel Foster 
Damon, Theron Johnson Damon, Fred Harold Daniels, Lin- 
wood Mandeville Erskine, Esther Forbes, Malcolm Freiberg, 
Ebenezer Gay, Bradley Baldwin Gilman, Richard Gimbel, 
George Talbot Goodspeed, Edward Pierce Hamilton, George 
Peter Hammond, Thompson Ritner Harlow, Frank Leighton 
Harrington, Richard Allen Heald, John Woodman Higgins, 
Milton Prince Higgins, Harold Hugo, William Alexander 
Jackson, Howard Bonar Jefferson, Alden Porter Johnson, 
Edward Chase Kirkland, Edward Connery Lathem, Daniel 
Waldo Lincoln, Marcus Allen McCorison, Ray Nash, How- 
ard Henry Peckham, Hermann Porter Riccius, Albert White 
Rice, Carleton Rubira Richmond, Stephen Thomas Riley, 
Ivan Sandrof, Clifford Kenyon Shipton, Theodore Sizer, 
Rae MacCollum Spencer, Frank Oakman Spinney, George 
Russell Stobbs, Harry Galpin Stoddard, Bradford Fuller 
Swan, Milton Halsey Thomas, Henry Rouse Viets, Carl 
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Erhard Wahlstrom, Nicholas Biddle Wainwright, Albert 
Goodnow Waite, Alexander James Wall, Michael Joseph 
Walsh, Frederick Lewis Weis, Nathaniel Wheeler, and 
Walter Muir Whitehill. 

It was voted to dispense with the reading of the call for the 
meeting and the records of the last meeting. 

The Report of the Council of the Society was presented by 
the Director and the Librarian’s Report by Mr. McCorison. 
The Treasurer, Mr. A. George Bullock, gave a brief report. 
It was voted to accept these reports and refer them to the 
Committee on Publications. 

The election of officers being in order, Mr. Riccius re- 
ported for the committee, consisting of Messrs. Riccius, 
Stobbs and Waite, appointed by the Council in April, 1961, 
the following nominations: 

President 
Carleton Rubira Richmond, of Milton 


Vice-presidents 
George Sumner Barton, of Boylston 


Clifton Waller Barrett, of New York, New York 


Councillors 
Clarence Saunders Brigham, of Worcester 
Chandler Bullock, of Worcester 
Albert White Rice, of Worcester 
Thomas Winthrop Streeter, of Morristown, New Jersey 
Richard Allen Heald, of Worcester 
Edward Larocque Tinker, of New York, New York 
Walter Muir Whitehill, of Boston 
Harry Galpin Stoddard, of Worcester 
Keyes DeWitt Metcalf, of Belmont 
Fred Harold Daniels, of Worcester 


Secretary for Foreign Correspondence 
Alden Porter Johnson, of Worcester 
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Secretary for Domestic Correspondence 
Clifford Kenyon Shipton, of Shirley Center 


Recording Secretary 
Daniel Waldo Lincoln, of Worcester 


Treasurer 
Augustus George Bullock, of Grafton 


Committee on Publications 
Alden Porter Johnson, of Worcester 
Rae MacCollum Spencer, of Marblehead 
Marcus Allen McCorison, of Worcester 


Auditors 
Daniel Waldo Lincoln, of Worcester 
Bradley Baldwin Gilman, of Worcester 


Finance Committee 
Augustus George Bullock, of Grafton 
Albert White Rice, of Worcester 
Daniel Waldo Lincoln, of Worcester 


Library Committee 
Frank Leighton Harrington, of Worcester 
Keyes DeWitt Metcalf, of Belmont 
Ivan Sandrof, of Worcester 


Committee on the Hall 
George Sumner Barton, of Boylston 
Richard Allen Heald, of Worcester 
Fred Harold Daniels, of Worcester 


Director 
Clifford Kenyon Shipton, of Shirley Center 


Librarian 
Marcus Allen McCorison, of Worcester 
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It was unanimously voted that the Secretary be requested 
to cast a ballot for the nominees, which being done and no 
other ballot being offered, the foregoing nominees were de- 
clared elected. 

Mr. Shipton, in behalf of the Council, proposed for mem- 
bership in the Society: 

John Jeppson, of Worcester 

Ernest Stanley Dodge, of Salem 

The President appointed a committee, consisting of 
Messrs. Nicholas B. Wainwright and Ivan Sandrof to dis- 
tribute, collect and count the ballots. Mr. Wainwright 
reported that fifty-five votes had been cast for the persons 
nominated, and they were declared elected. 

Papers were read by Roger Butterfield of New York City 
on “The Beginnings of Pictorial Journalism,” and by Edward 
Pierce Hamilton of Milton, on “Parkman, Abbé Casgrain, 
and Bougainville’s Journal.” The President then announced 
that the members of the Society were invited to luncheon at 


the residence of Mr. and Mrs. Fred Harold Daniels, 190 
Salisbury Street. 
The meeting was then adjourned. 


Danie. W. LINCOLN, 
Recording Secretary 


Report of the Council 


HEN we met in this room last year I suggested that 

you take a last fond look at these vintage 1909 light- 
ing fixtures under which mountains of research have been 
done. The fixtures are still with us, and the promised report 
on the problem of air conditioning is not forthcoming today 
because one of the senior members of the staff had a pro- 
tracted illness during the busiest part of the year, causing 
work to accumulate and increase the burden on the other 
employees. In such an institution as this, there is an immense 
amount of work which has to be done on something like a 
schedule. The most exacting of these tasks is the revision of 
Evans and preparation of the copy for the Early American 
Imprints project, which has to flow in a fairly regular stream 
to the microcard plant and thence to the subscribers. 

This undertaking has, incredibly, reached the point from 
which we can see its conclusion approaching. After the cam- 
era work in this building has become much less than a full- 
time operation, there will be a long period of coaxing film out 
of other libraries. Foreseeing the need of employment for the 
camera, we have entered into an agreement with the Readex 
Corporation gradually to begin another microprint publica- 
tion which has been for a long time close to our heart. 

Harriette Merrifield Forbes, the mother of our member 
Esther Forbes, worked for years in the Forbes Alcove pre- 
paring her invaluable bibliography of New England Diaries, 
1602-1800, which was printed in 1923. We inherited this 
work, and keeping it up to date has been one of the first 
duties of our librarian. The great utility of Mrs. Forbes’ 
work inspired Professor William Matthews of the University 
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of California to prepare his Annotated Bibliography of Ameri- 
can Diaries Written Prior to the Year 1861. Invaluable as this 
tool is, most of its would-be users are frustrated by the fact 
that perhaps a majority of the documents which it lists are 
printed in obscure periodicals such as newspapers and the 
publications of genealogical and local historical societies. Of 
this kind of material, respectable collections are to be found 
only in this library, the Library of Congress, and the New 
York Public Library. We have apparently the strongest 
collection of this kind of source material, and what we pro- 
pose to do is to publish the text of these diaries, numbering 
in the thousands, in microprint form. We shall base our 
publication strictly on the Matthews bibliography, which 
can therefore be used as a guide and index. 

Another major project which is nearing completion is 
Alden Johnson’s great chronological catalogue of American 
type ornaments used in the colonial period. When done this 
will be an invaluable tool to assist in the dating and identi- 
fication of American printing. 

Although the past year saw the necessary work on our 
physical plant postponed, our bibliographical progress 
reached points which twenty years ago were entirely over 
the horizon. For example, the books and pamphlets in our 
collection of State and local history, apparently the largest 
of its kind, had no individual call numbers. Several years 
ago I asked our assistant, Miss Louise Trowbridge, to use 
her odd moments to assign call numbers, placing them on the 
catalogue cards and in these volumes; by spending a part of 
each day at this task she has completed it and made one of 
our largest collections much more accessible. 

Like many other libraries, we had never catalogued in- 
dividually the monographs published by historical and other 
learned societies, but had simply shelved them with the 
serial publications of these organizations, although a great 
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mass of rich source material and authoritative secondary 
works was thus lost sight of. This year Mrs. Bastian and 
Mrs. Hazel Robbins, in addition to their regular duties, cata- 
logued and classified this material. The works of the Mathers 
had hitherto been left out of our imprint catalogue because 
one could use the Holmes bibliographies, but this year Miss 
Clarke gave them a thorough cataloguing. She has now 
turned her attention to the songsters and other volumes of 
music, a particularly interesting field bibliographically be- 
cause no library with a sizable collection has ever faced up 
to the problem of cataloguing it thoroughly. 

For more than two decades we have had boxed in our base- 
ment rather more than a ton’s weight of foreign hymnals 
which we this year gave to the Harvard Divinity School in 
acknowledgement of the nineteenth century newspapers 
turned over to us by the University. This transfer turned 
out to be much more profitable to us than we had expected, 
because John Langdon Sibley, when Harvard librarian, 
thought it more important to acquire and preserve than to 
describe his accessions. Thus he had bound up in runs of 
fairly common California newspapers many odd numbers of 
rare papers. The Harvard holdings were given only by a 
general description in the Union List of Newspapers, so our 
cataloguing is bringing to light much hitherto unreported 
material. 

Several libraries have taken advantage of our offer of a 
home for their short runs of pre-woodpulp newspapers. The 
University of Illinois has this month sent us thirty-five 
volumes of newspapers of the 1830’s. Professor Karl Arndt 
of Clark University, having completed his vast bibliography 
of German-language papers printed in the United States, 
has given us the collection which he built up in the process; 
scores if not hundreds of the pieces are recorded in the bib- 
liography as unique. These huge newspaper accessions were 
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promptly processed, recorded, and shelved by the use of 
temporary help. 

Our staff has suffered the resignation of Mrs. Marcia 
Kerst, a sad blow. We have lost two members of the Society, 
Lawrence Waters Jenkins, who was elected in 1915, died on 
April 20, and Wilbur Henry Siebert, elected in 1925, who 
died on September 2. Our membership for many years has 
been limited to two hundred, a figure more suitable to our 
limited activities of a century ago, and to the general public 
indifference to history which then prevailed. In those 
days there was not a single college course in American co- 
lonial history, and only a small handful of people engaged in 
research in any part of the field of American history beyond 
the horizon of local history. Today, thanks to such publica- 
tions as Mr. Brigham’s History and Bibliography of American 
Newspapers and our Early American Imprints, the activities 
of the American Antiquarian Society are of importance to 
thousands of individuals. We must decide whether our 
membership is to remain something like the “‘Friends of the 
Library” which support such excellent sister research insti- 
tutions as the John Carter Brown Library, or whether it is 
truly a national society reflecting in its membership the 
swiftly growing ranks of the professional historians and the 
great development of popular interest in the field. 

Twenty years of discussing membership problems with the 
executive officers of other constituent societies in the Ameri- 
can Council of Learned Societies has convinced us that a 
rapid expansion of our membership would cost so much in 
money and staff time as to cripple our library and publication 
functions. A slow and moderate expansion is another matter, 
and a committee of the Council will perhaps have changes in 
the by-laws to recommend at the next meeting. It is an ex- 
hilarating experience to be playing a significant part in the 
present wave of activity to rediscover and interpret the past 
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of our nation, but it is not enough to be swept along by the 
current. We must plan our part in the future, for when the 
centennial of the Civil War is past and the bicentennial of 
the Revolution approaches, we shall be one of the busiest 
institutions in the country. 


Currrorp K. SHIPTon 


Obituaries 


LAWRENCE WATERS JENKINS 


Lawrence Jenkins was a son of Charles Trinder and Lucy 
Dana (Weston) Jenkins of Salem, where he was born on De- 
cember 23, 1872. From the Salem public schools he went to 
Noble’s School in Boston, and thence to Harvard College, 
where he was graduated in 1896. That fall he entered the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology to obtain profes- 
sional training as a mining engineer, but after three months 
he left because of ill health. For two years he worked as 
assistant superintendent of a mine in Nova Scotia, but after 
leaving that, and surveying opportunities in California and 
Mexico, he gave up his mining career and settled in Salem, 
where on September 10, 1901, he married Arvilla Bray. 

In July of that year, Lawrence had been appointed Cura- 
tor of Ethnology in the Peabody Museum of Salem, where 
he had been working for some months as a volunteer. His 
long career with that institution as Curator and Director is 
too fully documented in his reports to need description here. 
His service to the neighboring Essex Institute, which he had 
joined as an undergraduate, was equally long and distin- 
guished. He was a member of the Council for forty-five years, 
and a vice-president for twenty-four. When the offices of 
Secretary and Curator were vacant, he filled those efficiently. 
In 1915 he was elected to the American Antiquarian Society 
which for forty years benefited from his constant flow of 
Essex County printed ephemera, some of it dating from the 
establishment of printing there. In our Proceedings for 1924 
he published a biography and bibliography of William Cook 
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of Salem. This was typical of his small but useful contribu- 
tions to the history of Essex. 

Outside of his professional work, Lawrence’s chief interest 
was the Second Corps of Cadets of the Massachusetts Volun- 
teer Militia in which he had worked up to the rank of major 
when he retired in 1915. Two years later he resumed his rank 
in the 15th Massachusetts State Guard, from which he re- 
turned a lieutenant-colonel in 1920. He enjoyed this service 
and liked to be called “‘Colonel Jenkins.” 

For the last ten years, Lawrence Jenkins’ failing health 
kept him close to home in Danvers. We missed him greatly 
at the meetings of our societies, for he was a gentle, kindly, 
and friendly man. He died on April 20, 1961, survived by two 
sons, Benjamin A. Jenkins of Wellesley and Stephen W. 
Jenkins of Salem. 


WILBUR HENRY SIEBERT 


Wilbur Henry Siebert died in Columbus, Ohio, on Sep- 
tember 2, 1961, after several years of ill health. 

Professor Siebert was born in Columbus on August 30, 
1866, and there lived out his long life. He was graduated from 
Ohio State University in 1888, earned a Master’s degree at 
Harvard in 1890 and studied at Frieberg and Berlin the fol- 
lowing year. His alma mater gave him an LL.D. in 1949. A 
member of the faculty at Ohio State since 1898, he served 
briefly in a number of important posts but always returned 
to his chief commitment, teaching and research. He was re- 
search professor of history from 1925 until his retirement. 
Siebert wrote prolifically (our catalogue shows twenty-five 
entries under his name) chiefly on American loyalists and 
later on the underground railroad. 
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Siebert was elected to this Society in October, 1925. He 
delivered three papers, “East Florida as a Refuge of South- 
ern Loyalists, 1774-1785,” October, 1927; ““General Wash- 
ington and the Loyalists,” April, 1933; and ‘““The Under- 
ground Railroad in Massachusetts,” April, 1935. He was not 
an infrequent contributor to the Society’s treasury. His cor- 
respondence with Mr. Brigham, covering twenty years of 
scholarly activity, shows him to have been a friendly, thor- 
ough individual with a considerable interest in the Society. 

In 1893, he married Annie Ware Sabine. They adopted two 
children, Elizabeth (Marshall) Howie, who notified us of his 
death, and John F. Marshall. M. A. Mc. 


Report of the Treasurer 


The Treasurer presents herewith his annual report of receipts and 
disbursements for the fiscal year ended September 30, 1961, including a 
statement of the Society’s investments and a schedule of Fund Accounts. 


The Purchasing Fund has been increased by $346.50 by the sale of 
duplicates. The present balance is $5,709.93. 


The Bibliography Fund has been increased by the sale of Evans and 
Spear publications and Revere engravings in the amount of $4,378.61. 
The present balance is $11,850.76. 


The Harriette M. Forbes Fund has been established with contributions 
of $2,544.60. 


The Dr. Arthur Adams Fund has also been established with a bequest 
of $1,000. 


The following amounts have been contributed for additional book 
purchases and current expenses: 
Adams, Frederick B., Jr. . . . $25.00 
Adams, Thomas B. 25.00 
Adams, ThomasR.. . .... . 5.00 
Babb, James T. 5.00 
Bemis,Samuel F. . . . . . . 25.00 
Brainard, NewtonC. . . ... . 100.00 
Brigham, Clarence S. . . . . . . 500.00 
100.00 
Bullock, A.George . . .... . 25.00 
Bullock, AlexanderH. . . . . . . 100.00 
Bullock, Chandler . . . . . . . 50.00 
Butterfield, LymanH.. . .. . . 50.00 
Butterfield, Roger . . .... 100.00 
Cameron, KennethW.. . . . . 50.00 
Campbell, LeRoy A. . . ... 25.00 
Caulfield, Ernest . ..... 20.00 
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Commager,HenryS. ..... . $50.00 
Daniels, F. Harold . . . . . . . 1,000.00 
duPont, Henry F. . ..... 50.00 
50.00 
Pues, . 25.00 
Gimbel, Richard . ...... 100.00 
Gipson, LawrenceH. . . . .. . 10.00 
Go@, Feederick . . 10.00 
Goodspeed, George T. . . . . . 100.00 
Hamilton, Sinclair . . . ... . 100.00 
Harrington, Frank L. . . . . . .. 350.00 
200.00 
Higgins, JhnW. . ..... 200.00 
Howe, Parkman D.. ..... . 200.00 
75.00 
Knollenberg, Bernhard. . . . . . 25.00 
Lincoln, Daniel W.. . . . .. . 120.00 
Loring, AugustusP. . .... 150.00 
25.00 
McDonald, Gerald D. 10.00 
McKay, George L. . . . . .. . 10.00 
Merk, Frederick. . . . ... . 20.00 
Middendorf, J. William . . .. . 200.00 
Montgomery, Charles F. . . . . . 10.00 
Peckham, Howard H. . . ... . 10.00 
Pomfret, JohnF. . . . ... 10.00 
Riccius, Herman P.. . . . . . . 50.00 
Rice, Albert W.. . . . . . . ~~ 1,000.00 
Richmond, Carleton R. 100.00 
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Riley, Stephen T. . . . ... $25.00 
Rosenwald, Lessing J. . . . . . . 25.00 
Sawyer, Charles H. 10.00 
Shaw, Ralph R. 50.00 
Shipton, Clifford K. . . ... . 100.00 
Shryock, Richard H. . . ... . 25.00 
Streeter, ThomasW. . .... . 737.80 
. . . 15.00 
Wall, Alexander J. 10.00 
Welch, d’AltéA. . . . . 124.82 
Whitehill, Walter M. . . . 10.00 
10.00 


Miscellaneous Gifts. . . . . 3,480.00 


$11,972.62 
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AMERICAN ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY 
EXHIBIT “A” 


BALANCE SHEET 
As at SEPTEMBER 30, 1961 


ASSETS 


Current Funps 
Current Assets: 
Cash in Banks and on Hand: 
In Checking Account nly $28,652.01 
On Hand 8.00 $28,660.01 


Due from Consolidated Investment Fund 
for Current Income nlaniha 6,258.48 


$34,918.49 


UNRESTRICTED Funps 
Assets Unrestricted as to Principal and Income: 
Investment: 
In Consolidated Investment Fund, including 
realized Profit on Securities (27,232.74 Units).... $22,077.00 


Funps AS TO PRINCIPAL 
Assets Restricted as to Principal: 
Investment in Consolidated Investment Fund, 
including realized Profit on Securities (1,584,225.50 
$830,117.99 


Funps REestricTeD As TO PRINCIPAL AND INCOME 


Assets Restricted as to Principal and Income: 
Investment in Consolidated Investment Fund, 
including realized Profit on Securities (639,181.76 


PLant Funp 
Fixed Assets: 
Real Estate, Buildings and Equipment. ... $484,023.94 
Less: 


Reserve for Depreciation.......... “ . 50,582.89 $433,441.05 


Total Assets. ... $1,655,460.36 


Total Current Fund 
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LIABILITIES, FUNDS AND SURPLUS 


Current Funps 
Employees’ Payroll Deductions 
Surplus of Current Funds 


Total Current Liabilities and Surplus............ 


UnreEsTRICTED Funps 


Bequests and/or Donations (Schedule “A-1’’) $18,416.44 
Total Unrestricted Funds and Surplus......... : 


Funps REstRrIcTeD AS TO PRINCIPAL 
Bequests and/or Donations (Schedule “A-2”’) $692,498.10 


Funps RestriIcTEeD AS TO PRINCIPAL AND INCOME 


$279,389.49 
55,516.34 


Investment in Plant $433,441.05 


Total Liabilities, Funds and Surplus 


$178.90 
345739-59 


$34,918.49 


$22,077.00 


$830,117.99 


$334,905.83 


$433,441.05 


$1,655,460.36 


Bequests and/or Donations (Schedule “A-3”).......... 
PLant Funp 
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EXHIBIT “B” 
STATEMENT OF CASH RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 1961 
Balance in Bank, October 1, 1960 $34,103.95 
Add: 
Income from: Interest Dividends 
Consolidated Investment Fund: 
Unrestricted $864.41 
Restricted as to Principal. . 12,913.89 50,285.92 63,199.81 
Restricted as to Principal 
5,210.32 20,288.68 25,499.00 


18,539.95 71,439.01 89,978.96 


12,101.54 
11,066.18 


Micro—Research ........... 1,306.95 
Less—Disbursements...... 1,108.95 198.00 


4,249.27 
Less—Disbursements...... 4,128.39 120.88 
Deduct: 113,465.56 
Operating Expenses: 


69,383.69 
Payroll Taxes 1,784.66 
Pensions and Retirement 
8,646.50 
Office Supplies and Expense. . 2,432.29 
Less—Receipts 95 2,410.34 
Telephone and Telegraph... . 552.16 
934-68 
2,506.18 
Supplies 486.93 
A.D.T. Protective Service. ... 971.19 
Repair and Maintenance of 
Building and Equipment... 524.79 
Insurance 325.84 
Legal and Accounting Fees . . 350.00 
Safekeeping of Securities 540.84 
Travel and Entertainment... 1,737.80 
Sundries—Library.......... 455-37 91,610.97 
Income Less Operating 
Expenses. . ee 21,854.59 
Deduct—Other Expenditures: 
Publishing.......... ore 12,690.88 
Purchase of Books 12,496.57 
Purchase of Equipment........ 879.78 


Excess of Expenditures 
over Income 4,212.64 


Total—Forwarded $29,891.31 
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STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS—Continued 


For THE YEAR ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 1961 


Total—Brought Forward 


Add: 
Other Receipts: 
Arthur Adams Trust: 
Legacy from Arthur Adams Estate 


Harriett Merrifield Forbes Fund: 
Gift from Esther F. Hoskins 
Russell S. Paine Trust 


Bibliography Fund: 
Sale of Evans Bibliography, 
Volume No. 14 


Sale of Spear Bibliography of 
American Directories 2,618.61 
Sale of Revere Engravings 70.00 


Purchasing Fund: 
Sale of Duplicates 346.50 


Less—Deductions from Funds: 
Bibliography Fund: 
Disbursements pertinent to 
Evans Bibliography, Volume No. 14 35.60 
Publishing of Spear Bibliography 
of American Directories 8,075.80 


13,153.82 


8,111.40 


$29,891.31 


5,042.42 


Deduct—Employees’ Payroll Withholdings: 
As of September 30, 1961 
Less—Balance September 30, 1960 
Paid in October 1960 


34:933-73 


15.24 


Accounted for as follows: 
In Banks: 
Worcester County National Bank 28,652.01 


In Agency Account from Current Income. . 6,258.48 


On Hand 


34,910.49 


8.00 


34,918.49 


34,918.49 
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$1,000.00 
6,007.27 
178.90 
163.66 
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STATEMENT BY THE TREASURER 


The total book value of the invested assets of the Society is $1,180,- 
301.19. These securities had a market value on September 30, 1961 of 
$2,816,890—80% of which was represented by common stocks, the 
balance by bonds and preferred stocks. Thus, these assets are now 
worth $1,636,589, more than they were when received from donors or 
originally purchased for the Society (and approximately $600,000 more 
than one year ago). 


The income received from investments during the year totaled 
$89,979, representing a return of 3.2% on the market value of these 


securities as of September 30 (7.6% of book value). 
Your present Treasurer—having assumed his duties in May of this 


year—is reporting, to a large extent, the results of another man’s work. 
Chandler Bullock had been Treasurer of this Society since 1927. 


It is hoped that the diligence and judgment of your Finance Com- 
mittee and present Treasurer, together with the favor of the market 
place, may continue to produce financial results comparable to those of 
the past 33 years. 


BONDS 
Par Book 

NaME Rate Maturity VALUE 
Alabama Power Co... .4% May, 1983 $7,000 $7,237.51 
Alabama Power Co. eseceeeees +44 May, 1987 25,000 25,375.00 
Aluminum Co. of America....... 4% Jan., 1982 5,000 5,000.00 
Boeing Airplane Co. 5 Aug., 1978 15,000 14,785.42 
British Columbia Power.............. 4% Apr., 1987 10,000 9,800.00 
C.L.T. Financial Corp... 35% Sept., 1970 10,000 9,857.50 
Consolidated Edison Co 4% Oct., 1986 10,000 10,214.00 
Dallas Power & Light Co. 4% Dec., 1986 10,000 10,084.80 
Deere & Company l%% Aug., 1983 14,000 13,562.81 
Florida Power & Light Co.............3% Apr., 1983 10,000 9,900.00 
Florida Power & Light Co............. 4 Apr., 1988 10,000 10,129.50 
General Motors Acceptance Corp... ...354 Sept., 1975 25,000 24,562.50 
Gulf States Utilities Co 4% July, 1990 10,000 10,086.70 
Idaho Power Co 4% Jan., 1987 10,000 10,000.00 
Illinois Bell Telephone Co ...434 Mar., 1994 10,000 10,100.00 
5 May, 1987 10,000 10,000.00 
Interstate Power Co ¥a May, 1989 15,000 15,000.00 
Jersey Central Power & Light Co..... July, 1987 10,000 10,156.30 
Merrimack Essex Electric Co ¢ May, 1988 10,000 10,250.00 


1961.] REPORT OF THE TREASURER 


New Orleans Public Service +» 1983 $10,000 $10,301.80 
New York State Electric & Gas 1987 15,000 15,232.50 
New York Telephone Co I99I 20,000 20,351.00 
Northern States Power Co. 1987 10,000 9,800.00 
I97I 10,000 10,175.00 
1967 8,000 7,921.25 
I99I 20,000 20,509.40 
1987 15,000 15,257.25 
1988 10,000 10,037.50 
1993 10,000 10,130.70 
Public Service Electric & Gas ., 1988 15,000 15,306.90 
Southern Bell Telephone Co. -» 1997 8,000 8,460.00 
Southern Natural Gas Co 1973 4,000 3,960.00 
State Loan & Finance Co. 1966 10,000 10,000.00 
State Loan & Finance Co 198I 10,000 10,037.50 
Toronto Ontario Metropol Municipality 44% Aug., 1986 5,000 4,772.00 
Western Massachusetts Electric Co.....534 Oct., 1989 10,000 10,187.50 
Wisconsin Michigan Power Jov., 1989 10,000 10,187.50 
$428,729.84 
PREFERRED STOCKS 


Boox 
SHARES NameE VaLuE 


75 American Tobacco Co. (6% Pfd.).............-005 9,229.20 
Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railroad (5% Pfd.).... 20,228.31 
Baltimore Gas & Electric Co. (414% Pfd. B) 10,482.80 

E. I. DuPont de Nemours Co. ($4.50 Pfd.).......... 17,774-77 
General Motors Corp. ($3.75 Pfd.)..........020000% 9,783.62 
International Harvester Co. (Pfd.)................. 14,977.05 
New England Power Co. (6% Cum. Pfd.)........... 8,625.30 
Pacific Gas & Electric Co. (6% ist Pfd.)............ 9,279.29 
Union Pacific Railroad Co. (4% Pfd.)............... 19,853.85 


$171,239.61 
COMMON STOCKS 


Boox 


VALUE 
ACF Industries, Inc $4,400.00 


Aetna Insurance Co 4,319.35 
Aetna Life Insurance Co 4,013.14 
American Insurance Co 9,050.00 
American Telephone & Telegraph Co 15,742.74 
Babcock & Wilcox 35,711.86 
Bethlehem Steel Corp 5,351.18 
Boston Edison Co. 4,277.27 


11,915.81 
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2, 

2 
SHARES| 
133 
666 
720 
472 
3,971 
400 
100 
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Central Hudson Gas & Electric 


Chemical Bank New York Trust 

Chemical Fund, Inc 

Cities Service Co 

Colonial Energy Shares 

Columbia Broadcasting System 

Continental Casualty Co 

Continental Illinois National Bank & Trust Co 


Family Finance Corp 

Federated Department Stores 

First National Bank of Boston 

First National City Bank of New York 
First Pennsylvania Banking & Trust Co 
General Electric Co 

General Foods Corp 

General Motors Corp 

Great Northern Paper Co 

Hartford National Bank & Trust Co 


McKesson Robbins, Inc 
Morgan Guaranty Trust Co 


National Dairy Products 
National Shawmut Bank of Boston................. 


Niagara Mohawk Power 


Philadelphia Electric Co. 

Phoenix Insurance Co 

Public Service Co. of Indiana... 
Royal Dutch Petroleum......... 
Sears, Roebuck & Co....... 
State Street Bank & Trust Co. 
Standard Oil Co. of California 
Standard Oil Co. of New Jersey 
Sterling Drug, Inc 

J. P. Stevens & Co., Inc 


$8,042.05 
7,622.82 
12,570.39 
12,530.53 
5,441.11 
8,022.09 
8,134.53 
662.13 
9,537.01 
3,952-50 
15,388.48 
5,150.36 
8,975.00 
4,267.43 
5480.42 
10,171.29 
10,152.38 
10,242.55 
24,489.23 
8,840.64 
9,529.03 
10,501.08 
7,429.82 
6,128.50 
7,236.36 
2,999.38 
12,611.24 
5,030.20 
7,987.06 
9,576.52 
4943-58 
10,430.66 
11,134-45 
4,655.98 
7,835-00 
5,183.20 
5,577-05 
3,628.46 
7,099.88 
6,106.69 
15,079.26 
7,866.57 
21,782.23 
14,026.07 


19,043.21 


250 [Oct., 

326 

1,880 

135 

1,048 

714 

780 

166 

120 E. I. duPont de Nemours 

322 

624 

279 

1,502 

150 

264 

448 Insurance Co. of North America................... 

soo «Liggett & Myers Tobacco Co... ....... 

412 Manufacturers-Hanover Bank....................- 

2,131 Massachusetts Investors Trust..................... 

............ 

630 

1,522 

300 4,944.31 
400 9,422.87 

| 
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Texaco, Inc. $14,979.85 
Torrington Co 13,500.00 
Travelers Insurance Co 3,935.00 
Union Carbide Corp 4,469.95 
Union Pacific Railroad Co 4,460.00 
Western Massachusetts Companies 3,701.35 
F. W. Woolworth Co 4:598.95 
Worcester County National Bank 
$573,040.55 


MISCELLANEOUS 


SHARES NaME 


1 Interest in Income from Russell S. Paine Trust 


Principal Cash 


$1,175,301.19 


Mr. A. GeorceE Buttock, Treasurer 
AMERICAN ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY 
WorcesTErR, MassacHusETTS 


Dear Sir: 

In accordance with your instructions, we have examined the books 
and accounts of the American Antiquarian Society as at and for the 
year ended September 30, 1961. 


As a result of our examination, we have prepared the following 
financial statements which are appended hereto: 


EXHIBIT 
Balance Sheet as at September 30, 1961 
Statement of Receipts and Disbursements 
for the year ended September 30, 1961 “B” 
Statement of Surplus Accounts for the 
year ended September 30, 1961 — 


SCHEDULE 
Bequests and Donations: 
Unrestricted “A-1” 
Restricted as to Principal “*A-2” 
Restricted as to Principal and Income “*A-3” 


251 
2,138 
500 
500 
150 
350 
233 
110 
715 
Boox 
VALUE 
1.00 
2,290.19 
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In considering the foregoing it should be borne in mind that they are 
predicated upon changes made in the Society’s Accounts which were 
revised to more clearly differentiate between the Operating Assets and 
Income and Expense Accounts and the Fund Accounts and the Income 
therefrom. 


In addition to revising its accounts the Society has also placed the 
assets underlying its Funds in the Trust Department of the Worcester 
County National Bank and the Income therefrom is being distributed 
on a unit basis to the various funds based primarily upon the value of the 
assets of each fund to the total of all the Fund Assets. 


Our work embraced a detailed check of the transactions of the year, 
a review and analysis of the Accounts relating to the Cash Receipts and 
Disbursements. The cash in banks was confirmed by a Certificate 
received from the Depository and the Securities held by the Bank and 
the purchases and sales thereof and the Income therefrom was confirmed 
to us by that Institution. 


Yours truly, 
Harry W. Wa tis & Co. 


Accountants and Auditors 


October 17, 1961 
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CONTRIBUTORS OF $500 OR OVER TO ANNUAL EXPENSES, 
1910-1961 

Alfred L. Aiken, 1923 
Simeon E. Baldwin, 1923 
C. Waller Barrett, 1953-1960 
George S. Barton, 1927-1961 
Frank B. Bemis, 1927-1935 
William E. Benjamin, 1931-1935 
George F. Booth, 1927-1955 
Clarence W. Bowen, 1920-1935 
Richard LeB. Bowen, 1947-1960 
Morgan B. Brainard, 1942-1957 
Clarence S. Brigham, 1914-1961 
A. George Bullock, 1923 
Alexander H. Bullock, 1942-1961 
Chandler Bullock, 1932-1961 
Hampton L. Carson, 1927-1928 
Ernest Caulfield, 1946-1961 
William R. Coe, 1949-1954 
George Crompton, 1935-1955 
Henry W. Cunningham, 1915-1930 
F. Harold Daniels, 1957-1961 
Francis H. Dewey, 1921-1927 
Henry F. duPont, 1946-1961 
George S. Eddy, 1927-1941 
William M. Elkins, 1941-1946 
Theodore T. Ellis, 1924 
David H. Fanning, 1920 
John W. Farwell, 1922-1925 
Henry N. Flynt, 1958-1961 
Donald M. Frost, 1941-1953 
George F. Fuller, 1924 
Homer Gage, 1917-1935 
Mabel Knowles Gage, 1936-1948 
T. Hovey Gage, 1921-1938 
Harry W. Goddard, 1924-1925 
Charles E. Goodspeed, 1923-1949 
George T. Goodspeed, 1954-1961 
Everett D. Graff, 1941-1961 
Sinclair Hamilton, 1948-1961 
Francis R. Hart, 1923-1935 
Richard A. Heald, 1944-1961 
Aldus C. Higgins, 1927-1949 
John W. Higgins, 1935-1961 
Milton P. Higgins, 1957-1961 
Samuel V. Hoffman, 1921-1924 
Esther Forbes Hoskins, 1942-1960 
James M. Hunnewell, 1938-1954 
Archer M. Huntington, 1935-1953 


I 
5 
5 
5 
PS 
He) 
B7 
B85 
Ke) 
[Xe] 
50 
45 
(ore) 
fore) 
25 
5° 
25 
50 
38 
fore) 
P35 
18 
75 
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James Hazen Hyde, 1954-1957 
Alden P. Johnson, 1959-1961 

Matt B. Jones, 1926-1940 

William V. Kellen, 1924-1942 
Henry P. Kendall, 1952-1959 

John T. Lee, 1946-1952 

Lilly Endowment, Inc., 1946-1953 
Daniel W. Lincoln, 1949-1961 
Waldo Lincoln, 1910-1917 

Herbert E. Lombard, 1918-1939 
Augustus P. Loring, 1941-1961 
Tracy W. McGregor, 1936-1937 
William S. Mason, 1927-1928 
William G. Mather, 1924-1950 
John M. Merriam, 1923-1958 
William J. Middendorf, 1958-1961. ..... 
Stewart Mitchell, 1935-1956 

Paul B. Morgan, 1927-1952 

Samuel E. Morison, 1935-1960 
Samuel L. Munson, 1923-1927 
Charles L. Nichols, 1923-1927 
Grenville H. Norcross, 1919-1935 
Irving S. Olds, 1954-1961 

Russell S. Paine, 1927-1958 

J. Duncan Phillips, 1944-1954 
Stephen W. Phillips, 1935-1954 
George A. Plimpton, 1921-1929 
Carleton R. Richmond, 1953-1961 
George I. Rockwood, 1925-1935 

A. S. W. Rosenbach, 1931 

Arthur P. Rugg, 1923-1935 

John H. Scheide, 1939-1941 

Emily E. F. Skeel, 1925-1951 
Foster Stearns, 1937-1955 

George R. Stobbs, 1946-1961 

Harry G. Stoddard, 1935-1959 
Thomas W. Streeter, 1935-1961 
Charles H. Taylor, 1923-1941 
Edward L. Tinker, 1951-1961 
Charles G. Washburn, 1921-1927 
Lemuel A. Welles, 
Leonard Wheeler, 1921-1935 

James B. Wilbur, 1921-1927 

Lucile K. Wilkin, 1952-1954 

John Woodbury, 1922-1935 

Samuel B. Woodward, 1921-1941 
George A. Zabriskie, 1940-1953..... 


| 
1,300 
1,220 
950 
30,000 
2,150 
4,350 
10,200 
17,137 
10,895 


Report of the Librarian 


T IS the enjoyable duty of the Librarian of an institution 
such as ours to report annually upon the books, pam- 
phlets, maps, and newspapers added to the collections.* 

Of great importance was the receipt, through the kindness 
and generosity of Mrs. Reginald C. Foster, of Needham, 
Massachusetts, of the gift of the library of George Frisbie 
Hoar, President of the American Antiquarian Society from 
1884-1887. Mr. Shipton and later your reporter had the 
pleasure of inspecting the Library for desiderata with truly 
exciting results. We selected nearly one thousand books and 
pamphlets, getting some splendid rarities and many useful 
pieces of a more common sort. Two seventeenth century 
imprints were present. The unique 1661 Almanack compiled 
by Samuel Cheever and printed by Samuel Green in Cam- 
bridge is without question the piéce de résistance. The 
Brinley copy of Leonard Hoar’s sermon, The Story of Death, 
Boston, 1680, is also a most welcome addition. Ranging from 
Roger Sherman’s Caveat Against Injustice, New York, 1752, 
to A Sketch of the History and Resources of Dakota Territory, 
Yankton, 1870, the collection encompasses a wealth of ma- 
terial dealing with American history which adds very sig- 
nificantly to our holdings. 

Mrs. Samuel Bennett through President Richmond pre- 
sented to the Society an important group of Isaiah Thomas 
manuscripts. Chief among them were the autobiographical 
fragments which Judge Benjamin Franklin Thomas used 
when writing the memoirs of his grandfather for publication 


*2,473 books and pamphlets were added to the collections this year, raising the total to 
754,000. 
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in the second edition of The History of Printing. These frag- 
ments are now being prepared for publication as a keepsake 
commemorating the sesqui-centennial of the Society a year 
hence. Also included among the manuscripts was the inden- 
ture signed by the Overseers of the Poor of the Town of 
Boston on June 4, 1756, apprenticing Isaiah to the printer, 
Zechariah Fowle. In addition, there are letters from Jeffer- 
son, Madison, and Franklin, in the collection. 

Harvard University sent an extensive lot of nineteenth 
century newspapers to us which added greatly to our strength 
in this area. Similarly we received several files from the 
Library of Congress. Eighteenth century newspapers are 
presently so expensive that it is difficult for us to add much 
of this period although some individual issues were obtained. 

d’Alté Welch added several nuggets to the collection of 
children’s books and also gave a sum of money for the pur- 
chase of desirable exemplars as they come upon the market. 

Mrs. Paul B. Halstead of New Canaan, Connecticut, pre- 
sented a holograph letter from William Miller, her great- 
grand uncle and founder of the Millerites, to his sister Stella 
(Miller) Adams. It was written in April, 1844, not long after 
his prophecy of the world cataclysm was shown to be in error 
and is a revealing documentation of his personal reaction to 
the episode. 

Members Edward C. Kirkland, Carl C. Cutler and John 
W. Higgins gave the Society copies of their recently pub- 
lished volumes, a practice which we commend to the faith- 
ful. Likewise, Darrell Hyder gave us a copy of the typescript 
of his thesis, Fine Printing in Philadelphia, 1780-1820, also a 
practice which we hope other students and their advisors 
will adopt to a larger extent. 

Our sister to the eastward, the Massachusetts Historical 
Society, gave us a long wanted Cotton Mather title, Zah- 
monah, which was gratefully received. 
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To these friends and many others uncounted here, the 
Society is most appreciative of their generous interest. 

Among the purchases of note, one stands head and 
shoulders above them all. It is: é 
A New/Journal/of a/Voyage round the World,/Performed 
in His Majesty’s Ship Endeavour, in the Years/1768, 1769, 
1770, and 1771, by Captain James Cook;/Undertaken in 
Pursuit of Natural Knowledge, at/the Desire of the Royal 
Society: Containing all the/various Occurrences of the Voy- 
age. With De-/scriptions of several new discovered Countries 
in the/Southern Hemisphere; and Accounts of their Soil/and 
Productions; and of many Singularities in the Struc-/ture, 
Apparel, Customs, Manners, Policy, Manufactures,/&c. of 
the Inhabitants./To which is added, A concise Vocabulary 
of the/Language of the Otahitee./[Rule]/Variety we still 
pursue;/In Pleasure seek for something new. Swift./[Double 
Rule]/London Printed;/Philadelphia Re-printed,/By James 
Humphreys, junr. for John/Douglas M’Dougall, Book- 
binder, at his/Shop in Second-street, near the Court-house./ 
M,DCC,LXXIV. iv, 139, [7] p. frontis. A*, B*’, B-I8, [x]!. 
11.9 x 9.2 cm. 

Contents: Frontis, ““A New Zealand Warriour in his prop- 
er Dress & Compleatly Armed.” (upper portion cut away); 
[i], t.p.; [ii], blank; [iii]-iv, ““To the Rt. Hon. the Lords of 
the Admiralty, and to Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander.” 
(Signed Thomas Becket, Strand, Sept. 8, 1771.); [1]-139, 
**A Journal of a Voyage round the World.”’; [1-7], ““A Concise 
Vocabulary of the Language of Otahitee.”’ 

This book was advertised in the Pennsylvania Gazette, De- 
cember 7, 1774, as, “Philadelphia, November 22, 1774. Just 
published (sewed in blue boards, price 2s. 6d. embellished 
with an elegant Frontispiece. . . .) and to be sold by John 
Douglas M’Dougall, . . .” Thus it is the second American 
publication relating to Cook’s voyage, following the New 
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York edition of Hawkesworth by a month. Evans 13218 
gives the correct title from the advertisement, but appar- 
ently believed it to be the two volume New York edition of 
Hawkesworth which was advertised on December 21, 1774, 
in the same newspaper. Hildeburn 3064 gives the correct 
title from the advertisement. It is the first American edition 
of item one, in Maurice Holmes’s 4n Introduction to the Bib- 
liography of Captain James Cook, R. N. London: Francis 
Edwards, 1936. 

The English edition is scarce. There are two issues, one 
with the address to the Lords of the Admiralty and one with- 
out it. The address is misleading in that it implies that 
Banks and Solander approved of the journal. The Admiralty 
office denied this in an advertisement in a London paper 
(See Gentleman’s Magazine, November, 1771, p. 509), and 
the address was thereupon cancelled by the publishers, 
Becket and De Hondt. The publication of this journal pre- 
cedes by nearly two years that of Hawkesworth and is the 
first published account of Cook’s first voyage. 

The authorship of this account is in question. G. Arnold 
Wood in The Discovery of Australia (London, 1922), p. 385, 
attributes it to James Magra (later Matra), an American 
midshipman. Maggs’ cataloguer suggests that it is the jour- 
nal of one of the civilians who died at Batavia, while Cox 
suggests that it was edited by either Brancas Lauragais or 
Hawkesworth, based on the supposition of the compiler of an 
unidentified Quaritch catalogue. This source credits the 
Sydney Parkinson journal as the model for the first portion 
of our book, which was edited by the publisher, Thomas 
Becket. 

The Frontispiece was copied from left portion of frontis 
to Volume II of John Hawkesworth’s 4 New Voyage Round 
the World, in the Years 1768, 1769, 1770 and 1771. New York, 
Rivington, 1774. 
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No auction record has been discovered of the Philadelphia 
edition, and the American Antiquarian Society’s copy ap- 
parently is unique. 


Other important additions were a unique copy of Bicker- 
staffe’s Albany Almanac for 1776, a copy of the second edition 
of John Jenkin’s Art of Writing, 1813, Markoe’s Reconcilia- 
tion, 1790, and an unrecorded Peter Maverick map, Plan 
of the North-East Part of the Town of Mexico, (N.Y.], 1796, 
which he engraved for the proprietor, George Scriba, as 
part of a land-promotional scheme. 


We purchased from a private party a 1782 Yale catalogue 
which Evans did not list and within a week we received as a 
gift of The Phillips Exeter Academy the 1782 Yale Quaes- 
tiones, making a happy juxtaposition of two broadsides 
separated for 180 years. 


There are many other things that come quickly to mind— 
an unrecorded New-Hampshire Almanack for 1811, a rare 


Doylestown, Pennsylvania, imprint, a very interesting 
Boston printed pamphlet of 1817 stating the mess regulations 
at the First Light Infantry Regiment. 


Visitors were somewhat more numerous this year past and 
their points of origin stretched from Dartmouth College to 
the University of Arizona, and from Toronto to Abilene, 
Texas. Subjects pursued at various rates of speed ranged 
from New London County, Connecticut, imprints, 1709- 
1820, to the Colorado-Midland Railroad and from the 
Mathers to Circuses. 


Dr. Richard G. Wood, Director of the Vermont Historical 
Society, brought to our attention an excerpt from the auto- 
biography of the Rev. Leonard Worcester, long-time minister 
of the Congregational Church at Peacham, Vermont. 
Worcester, who earlier had been an apprentice of Isaiah 


260 AMERICAN ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY 


Thomas, had this to say about the founder of the American 
Antiquarian Society. 

“In my 18th year [1784] I went to Worcester and became 
a member of the family of Mr. Isaiah Thomas. Was there 
exposed to temptation. Mr. Thomas being an ungodly man, 
no member of the family pious—apprentices profane. Mrs. 
Thomas afterwards united with Dr. Bancroft’s church, who 
first formed a church whose members gave little evidence of 
piety. But I was enabled to resist temptation, and kept by 
the good providence of God from bad and vicious habits.” 

Marcus A. McCorison 


Parkman, Abbé Casgrain and 
Bougainvilles Journal 


BY EDWARD P. HAMILTON 


RANCIS PARKMAN in November of 1887 warned his 
friend, Abbé Casgrain, against appearing to be “‘a fer- 
vent advocate bent on winning a cause, instead of a cool 
historian mousing among the litter of centuries in search of 
the truth.’”! For the last four winters I have spent most of 
my daylight hours “‘mousing” through some of the contents 
of the stacks of the Massachusetts Historical Society, and to 
a very large extent among Parkman’s own papers. Some 
interesting lights on the relations between the Boston and the 
Canadian historians have emerged as a by-product of re- 
searches directed toward other ends. Although minor in 
nature, they still seem worth recording. 
While Parkman is well known to us all, Abbé Casgrain is 
a historian unfamiliar to most people today. Two genera- 
tions or so ago he was eminent in Canadian letters, an his- 
torian with many works to his credit. Henri-Raymond Cas- 
grain was born in 1831, seven years after Parkman, in a 
manor house on the banks of the lower St. Lawrence, de- 
scendent of ancestors famous in Canadian history. In 1856 
he was ordained a priest, but his life was devoted to teaching 
and writing rather than to the duties of the parish. Like 
Parkman, he at times enjoyed poor health and likewise was 
plagued with troublesome eyesight. Casgrain was an extreme 
patriot, most conscious of Canada’s past glories. In fact he 
carried his glorification of the past of his country to such an 
extreme that he was not unwilling at times to direct and 


1 Francis Parkman, Letters of . . ., ed. by W. R. Jacobs. (Norman, Okla., 1960), II, 215. 
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channel his researches to a predetermined end, rather than 
to the truth. I realize that this is an accusation that should 
not be lightly made, but I believe that my statement can be 
justified. 

The two historians first exchanged letters in 1866, al- 
though they did not meet until five years later, and a lasting 
friendship resulted, one which, despite widely divergent be- 
liefs and a violent quarrel, lasted for the rest of their lives. 
The two met on only a very few occasions during their life- 
times, but they interchanged letters at varying intervals for 
over a quarter century. In 1872 Casgrain published a little 
book which was both a biography of Parkman and a short 
critique of his works. At times each helped the other with 
suggestions, sometimes with notes or transcripts, and oc- 
casionally by doing little errands. It was a long lasting 
friendship between two scholars, a pleasant but never an 
intimate one. The bond between the two friends was greatly 
strained by the Canadian’s violent reaction to Parkman’s 
presentation of the Acadian question in Montcalm and 
Wolfe, which was published in 1884. Some quite stiff letters 
were interchanged, but the resulting coolness passed away 
after a few years, and friendly relations continued until the 
Boston historian’s death in 1893. 

Despite the friendship Parkman had some most definite 
reservations with respect to the Canadian priest, and he was 
not at all averse to telling his friends what he thought. His 
remarks at times were far from complimentary. ““The Abbé 
is no more fit than a chicken to deal with questions of his- 
tory...” “I have known the Abbé 20 years or more. He is 
so constituted that he can never take an unbiased view of 
any subject in which his feelings are interested . . .”” 

Casgrain’s letters, although sometimes pained, were al- 
ways written in a most friendly spirit, even at that time 

3 sbid., II, 214, 220. 
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when their friendship was most strained by violent disagree- 
ment over the true story of the expulsion of the Acadians. 
The Abbé, however, was guilty of one dishonorable and 
most unfriendly act against Parkman, an act which can be 
explained only upon the assumption that the priest wished 
history to be written as he thought right, and not as the 
facts might require. This was the affair of the Bougainville 
papers. 

Louis Antoine de Bougainville was born in 1729, the son 
of Pierre Yves de Bougainville, a well-to-do lawyer of Paris. 
He thus was a member of the upper level of the bourgeoisie 
and of good social standing, although not of the noblesse. 
He originally studied law but apparently never practiced it, 
and we know little of his early activities. He must, however, 
have devoted considerable study to higher mathematics, 
for at the age of 22 he produced a book on the integral cal- 
culus. At about this time he served as an officer in the Picardy 
militia, and he spent several months as secretary to the 
French ambassador in London, where he perfected his Eng- 
lish and apparently made many friends. By 1755 we find 
him in the French Army as a lieutenant of dragoons, and he 
had a second volume on the calculus ready for the press. In 
January of 1756 he was elected a member of the British 
Royal Society, an extraordinary honor for so young a man, 
and a foreigner at that. Early in this same year he was ap- 
pointed aide de camp to the Marquis de Montcalm with the 
rank of captain, and in April the two left for Canada. 

Bougainville now commenced a journal and continued it 
throughout his stay in North America. It is of very great 
interest, the frank and detailed story of the activities, 
thoughts and observations of an educated French gentle- 
man, who knew the English and their language, and was a 
member of the French high command in Canada. Montcalm 
and Bougainville each thought very highly of the other and 
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the two were to remain close friends until the death of the 
Marquis. 

Bougainville was a colonel by the end of the war, and he 
shortly transferred to the Navy. In 1766 he led a scientific 
expedition around the world and explored the South Pacific. 
He published a book of his travels in 1771, and the story of 
his discovery of Tahiti and his descriptions of that region 
excited very considerable public interest. He it was who in- 
troduced the Bougainvillea flower to Europe. Bougainville 
served under Admiral de Grasse during the American Rev- 
olution and became a commodore in 1779. By 1790 he com- 
manded the Brest fleet, but resigned soon after. He was 
made a member of the Institute, and served in the Bureau 
of Longitude. Under Napoleon he became a senator and a 
count. Bougainville was short and plump, almost fat, and 
he suffered badly from asthma except when at sea, and this 
probably was one of the reasons for his transferring to the 
navy. He died in 1812. 

Bougainville did not at all like much of what he found in 
Canada, and saw a great deal to criticize. He was most frank 
in his remarks, both in the journal and in letters to his fam- 
ily at home. To my mind his journal is by far the best single 
piece of source material we have concerning the last French 
and Indian War. Many of his statements are corroborated 
by other contemporary observers whose honesty and in- 
tegrity are above suspicion, and I believe that the story his 
journal tells is a true one. 

Casgrain was a native born Canadian, and one who car- 
ried his patriotism and his desire to see only good in his 
people to a ridiculous length. He naturally would violently 
have disapproved of much that Bougainville wrote. He 
developed a dislike of the French officer, and carried it to 
such an extreme as to distort, both knowingly and inten- 
tionally, his presentation of portions of the history of Can- 
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ada in order to abuse Bougainville’s reputation. Moreover 
he carried his animus still farther and was guilty of dis- 
loyalty to his friend Parkman. And in addition he withheld 
from students of Canadian history for over a generation 
source material of the greatest value. In the early days of 
their friendship the priest had written his Boston friend 
that there always would be one unalterable point of com- 
mon union between the two authors despite their divergent 
beliefs, adherence to loyalty and to honor*. Casgrain was 
to violate both. 

Before Parkman wrote Montcalm and Wolfe, he had read 
part of Bougainville’s journal. Among the Parkman Papers 
at the Massachusetts Historical Society there is a transcript 
of this portion, sent by Pierre Margry of Paris in 1877 or ’78, 
with a notation that it might be consulted but not published. 
Parkman wrote Margry that it was a shame that Bougain- 
ville had not carried it further. Almost ten years later he was 
to learn that the journal had been continued for several more 
critical months of the war. Through what I can only con- 
sider the disloyalty of Abbé Casgrain Parkman was never 
to see the complete journal. 

In 1881 a letter arrived at 50 Chestnut Street from an un- 
known Frenchman who somehow had learned of the forth- 
coming Montcalm and Wolfe, and offered to translate it into 
French. But what was of much greater interest was the 
writer’s statement that he was the great-grandson of Bou- 
gainville and that he had all of his ancestor’s papers in his 
possession, the complete journal, as well as many family 
letters. The letter was from René de Kerallain of Quimper in 
Brittany, a lawyer and a historian.‘ Parkman at once replied, 
and asked to have the latter part of the journal, which would 
complete the Margry transcript, copied. De Kerallain an- 


8 [bid., II, 57n. 
* April 27, 1881, Francis Parkman Papers (Massachusetts Historical Society). 
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swered that he would be most welcome to this, but Parkman 
was never to receive it, and the journal did not see the light 
of day until 1924 when it was at last printed in French by 
the Archivist of Quebec. For some reason I cannot deter- 
mine the transcription hung fire, although a friendly corre- 
spondence continued between the two men. Meanwhile 
Montcalm and Wolfe had been published, and Parkman’s 
immediate need for Bougainville’s journal had passed. 

Abbé Casgrain arrived in Paris early in 1887 on a search 
for material dealing with the history of Canada, and through 
some unfortunate chance came in contact with the Marquise 
de Bassignac, an aunt of de Kerallain, and the technical 
owner of the Bougainville papers then in the hands of the 
Breton lawyer. The aunt, a royalist and a fervent upholder 
of the clerical party, had read Montcalm and Wolfe and was 
quite scandalized by parts of it. She was an easy prey to the 
charm Casgrain possessed, and the priest apparently had no 
difficulty in persuading the lady to recall all of the Bougain- 
ville material from her nephew and to put it into his hands. 
He made a complete transcript of the journal and of a num- 
ber of the family letters, and took them back to Canada, 
1300 pages in all.§ It was at this same period that Casgrain 
discovered the journal and other papers of Brigadier de 
Lévis, next in command under Montcalm. These the Province 
of Quebec would publish within a few years under the priest’s 
editorship, along with several other associated pieces of 
source material. His editing, however, seems to have been of 
the slightest, for the papers are almost entirely lacking in 
explanatory footnotes. 

Early in the spring of the following year Parkman evi- 
dently asked de Kerallain to arrange that he should have 
access to the Bougainville material, for in May he received 
a letter from his Breton friend which clearly revealed the 

5 de Kerallain to Parkman, February 23, April 25, and August 23, 1888, Parkman Papers. 
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falseness of Casgrain’s friendship. De Kerallain had referred 
Parkman’s request to his aunt, who said that it must be 
passed on to the abbé for his approval. This was done, and 
Casgrain, in connection with violent protests against Mont- 
calm and Wolfe refused his permission.* Thus through the 
disloyalty of his supposed friend Parkman was never to see 
these most valuable records. 

Soon the volumes of the Lévis Papers started to appear, 
and Casgrain presented Parkman with the first two volumes 
in 1889. They were far greater in extent than would appear 
from their title, comprising in addition to the Lévis material 
a journal and letters of Montcalm, and many letters of Vau- 
dreuil, the last governor of Canada. They did not however, 
include what was perhaps in some ways the best of all of Cas- 
grain’s discoveries, Bougainville’s journal. This he suppressed. 

In 1897 the Abbé published his Montcalm et Lévis, a study 
of the last French war, which did its best to build up Lévis 
at the expense of Montcalm, and attempted to place Bou- 
gainville in a most unfavorable light, in fact accusing him of 
being the man responsible for the loss of Canada. 

Three years after Parkman’s death in 1893, the Massa- 
chusetts Historical Society received from de Kerallain a 
little book called La Jeunesse de Bougainville, which he had 
written to refute, as he said, the malicious misrepresenta- 
tions made against Bougainville by Casgrain. It is an inter- 
esting study, quoting many extracts from Bougainville’s 
journal, as well as a number of interesting and revealing 
letters from the young officer to his family. De Kerallain 
was bitter in his accusations that Casgrain misrepresented 
and distorted facts in his Montcalm et Lévis, freely utilizing 
any material that would glorify his native land and its in- 
habitants, and suppressing anything to the contrary. Al- 
though the abbé had excluded Bougainville’s journal from 


® de Kerallain to Parkman, May 3, 1889, Parkman Papers. 
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the Lévis Papers, he quoted from it very freely in this book 
whenever he found an extract that could be used to serve his 
purpose of praising the Canadians, maligning Bougainville, 
and building up the smooth and calculating Lévis at the 
expense of his commander, Montcalm. I have carefully 
studied Casgrain’s selection of extracts from many of the 
various journals and papers available to him and checked 
them against the full text. He selected, rejected and excised 
in order to alter the meaning and to prove his case. I feel 
that I can say with complete assurance that the priest was 
guilty of bad faith and malicious and intentional distortion 
of history. This perhaps should be no surprise, since Wilbur 
R. Jacobs has recently shown that Casgrain, when he pre- 
pared for publication the letters he had received from Park- 
man, altered their meaning in some cases by excisions of 
whole paragraphs.’ These were no accidental slips, they were 
the result of an intellectual dishonesty which tried to present 
history in the light which the Canadian historian wished. 

I shall cite only two examples of Casgrain’s distortions. 
When describing Abercromby’s 1758 defeat at Ticonderoga, 
the priest in his Montcalm and Lévis tells how Lévis ordered 
a sortie by the Canadians and how ‘“‘a multitude of coureurs 
de bois led by their valiant officers dashed against the 
British” in a decisive charge.* Yet Bougainville’s journal, 
which we know that Casgrain had at hand, says: “‘At the 
first sortie... Sieur de Raymond... called for men of good 
will to follow him. A small number stepped forward... . These 
volunteers advanced; the enemy fired on them once, all dis- 
appeared. ... It was the same with the second sortie: Sieur 
Denys La Ronde, lieutenant, was the only one who followed 
Monsieur Raymond.’ There is a transcript of a letter by 

7 Parkman, Letters, I, Ixii. 
* Henri-Raymond Casgrain, Montcalm et Lévis (Tours, 1898), p. 162. 


*Louis Antoine de Bougainville, “Le Journal de M. de Bougainville,” Rapport de 
L’ Archiviste de la Province de Québec pour 1923-1924 (Quebec, 1924), p. 340. 
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Montcalm in the Parkman Papers, a letter which Casgrain 
may never have uncovered in his researches, which confirms 
what Bougainville reported. Shortly after the battle Mont- 
calm wrote to Doreil, the commissary who served as chief 
supply officer to the French regular troops, that “‘the colonial 
troops and the Canadians have behaved very indifferently. 
Monsieur de Trecesson, the commandant, has been obliged 
to fire on some of them who were abandoning their post, .. . 
Nevertheless . . . I have considered it for the good of the 
service to praise them .. 

The Canadian historian in the same book accuses Bou- 
gainville of being the cause of Montcalm’s defeat on the 
Plains of Abraham because he did not march eastward from 
his assigned mission of guarding the more western regions 
from possible British landings. He cites Governor Vaudreuil’s 
6:45 a.m. letter to Bougainville as an urgent summons for 
the latter to drop everything and to rush his troops to the 
Anse du Foulon area. He gives the letter as follows without 
any indications whatsoever of excisions. 
It appears very certain that the enemy has made a landing at the Anse 
du Foulon; we have put many people in movement. We hear a few little 


fusillades. I long to hear your news and to know if the enemy has made 
any attempts in your direction. 


Then a P.S. 


The enemy forces appear considerable. I do not doubt that you will be 
attentive to his movements and will follow them; on this I depend 
on you. 

The actual letter was longer: 


I have, Monsieur, received the letter you have done me the honor of 
writing me along with the statement of the prisoner or deserter attached. 
I have had the whole passed on to the Marquis de Montcalm. It appears 
very certain that the enemy has made a landing at the Anse du Foulon. 
We have put many people in movement. We hear a few little fusillades. 


10 Documents relative to the Colonial History of the State of New-York, ed. by E. B. O’Cal- 
laghan (Albany, 1849-1883), X, 754. 


1 Casgrain, Montcalm et Lévis, p. 309 
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Monsieur the Marquis de Montcalm has just left with 100 militiamen of 
Three Rivers as a reinforcement. As soon as I shall positively know what 
is happening, I will let you know. I long to hear your news and to know 
if the enemy has made any attempts in your region. 

I have the honor to wish you the best of luck. 

At 6:45 

Your courier will see Monsieur de Montcalm on the way and he can 
give you his news. 

Vaudreuil 

The enemy forces appear considerable. I do not doubt that you will be 
attentive to his movements and will follow them. On this I depend on 
you.” 

A rather leisurely and almost chatty letter I would call 
this, certainly not an urgent call for assistance. Bougain- 
ville, however, started eastward immediately he had received 
it, but the logistics involved in assembling his troops and 
moving them to the Plains of Abraham prevented his arriv- 
ing until after the battle had been decided. 

De Kerallain concluded his little book with a bitter state- 
ment about Casgrain. “He does not read the text before his 
eyes, but if he does read it, he does not understand it. But 
should he understand it, he falsifies it as soon as he sees the 
slightest opportunity.”* Harsh and perhaps unjust as this 
statement may be when applied to Casgrain’s work as a 
whole, it unfortunately is only too true when applied to 
certain parts of it. A historian who will falsify only a single 
point in order to prove his thesis is certainly not one to be 
admired. 


# Arthur G. Doughty and G. W. Parmelee, The Siege of Quebec (Quebec, 1901), IV, 126- 
127. 


3 René de Kerallain, La Jeunesse de Bougainville (Paris, 1896), p. 182. 


The Autobiography of Increase Mather 


EDITED BY M. G. HALL 


E STRETCH a point to call this manuscript an 

autobiography. Actually it is a combination of auto- 
biography and political tract and journal, in which the 
most formal part comes first and the rest was added on to 
it as occasion offered. But, the whole is certainly auto- 
biographical and covers Increase Mather’s life faithfully. 
It was the mainstay of Cotton Mather’s famous biography 
Parentator, which appeared in 1724, and of Kenneth Mur- 
dock’s Increase Mather, which was published two hundred 
and one years later.!' Printing the autobiography here is 
in no way designed to improve or correct Mather’s biog- 
raphers. They have done well by him. But their premises 
and purposes were inevitably different from his. The 
present undertaking is to let Increase Mather also be heard 
on the subject of himself. Readers who wish to do so are 
invited to turn without more ado to page 277, where they 
may read the original without interruption. 

For those who want to look before they leap, let me 
remind them of the place Increase Mather occupies in the 
chronology of his family. Three generations made a dy- 
nasty extraordinary in any country; colossal in the frame of 


1 Cotton Mather, Parentator. Memoirs of Remarkables in the Life and Death of the Ever- 
Memorable Dr. Increase Mather (Boston, 1724). Kenneth B. Murdock, Increase Mather, 
the Foremost American Puritan (Cambridge, 1925). Since 1925 three books bearing 
importantly on Increase Mather have been published: Thomas J. Holmes, Increase Mather: 
A Bibliography of His Works (Cleveland, 1931); Samuel E. Morison, Harvard College in the 
Seventeenth Century (Cambridge, 1936); Perry Miller, The New England Mind: From 
Colony to Province (Cambridge, 1953). 
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New England history: Richard Mather (1596-1669); In- 
crease Mather (1639-1723); Cotton Mather (1663-1728). 
Here was overlapping but no overshadowing. Each was a 
man of peculiar genius and unique influence on his society. 
In the same breath it is necessary to assert that each was a 
product of the age in which he lived. Increase Mather was 
certainly not typical but his autobiography is a representa- 
tion of both the individual and his times. 

The autobiography consists of three parts. Mather 
finished the first part on Christmas Eve, 1685, when he was 
forty-six years old. He wrote the second part in August, 
1694. The third part is a succession of entries in journal 
form which occur irregularly from 1694 to 1715. 

Part one is a conventional seventeenth-century Puritan 
autobiography drawn up by a man past middle life for the 
instruction of his children, particularly that the example 
of his religious experience may help them to lead sanctified 
lives? Thus Mather’s autobiography begins with the salu- 
tation, “dear children,” and comes to its real close on page 
314 with these sentences: “Thus have I related the story of 
my owne life for more than 46 years. ...And I have 
done it for my children, that so they might sett their hope 
in God.” Unfortunately Mather could not restrain himself 
from adding paragraphs about each of his children and 
further paragraphs of select examples of religious fervor 
taken bodily from his diaries. The critical years in his own 
religious life had come in 1671-72, and it was in terms for- 
mulated then that Mather finally closed this didactic, devo- 
tional letter to his children. 

This first part of the autobiography is the hardest for 
modern ears, because it is cast in an archaic style, and be- 
cause it is essentially devotional reading. Once over these 


2 See, for example, “Autobiography of Thomas Shepard,” Colonial Society of Massa- 
chusetts, Publications, XXVII (1932), 345-400. 
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hurdles the reader has two rewards. One is the story of 
Mather’s life as he saw it himself. We today with all the 
disadvantages of hindsight find it hard to believe that 
Increase Mather could ever have turned out other than a 
devout Puritan or the champion of Massachusetts Bay 
Colony. Yet such possibilities were real enough to him. 
We can only appreciate the story when we forget that we 
know how it will end. The other reward is to read with 
what unflagging self-analysis this man tested out his faith 
and how he came at last to believe. 

The second part of the autobiography is nothing like the 
first. It is not devotional reading but political reading; 
its purpose was not to instruct in piety but to justify Mather 
as politician and statesman. In 1688 Mather had made a 
hair’s-breadth escape from an unfriendly government in 
Massachusetts. He fled to London where he importuned 
King James on behalf of the dissenters in New England. 
When James ran before William of Orange, Mather re- 
joiced and importuned William. Then he importuned 
Queen Mary, and the Archbishop of Canterbury, and 
Quaker William Penn, and indeed every man and woman 
with influence at court whom he could reach. What came 
out of all this was the Massachusetts Charter of 1691, 
which in turn became the pivot of Massachusetts politics. 
When Mather returned to Boston he entered into a bitter 
feud with the country party under the leadership of Elisha 
Cooke. Since Mather had spent liberally in London, he 
petitioned the General Court for a return on his expenses. 
The second part of the autobiography was written at this 
time and with these political objects in mind. Sometime 
later it was attached to part one. 

In form this second part consists of numbered paragraphs, 
one through twelve (five is missing), in which Mather took 
up certain topics: I. escape from Boston; 2. voyage, ar- 
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rival, first address to King James; 3. relations with Roman 
Catholics at court; 4. important men and women inter- 
viewed; and so forth. It is not introspective like the first 
part, but is packed instead with names and dates and so is 
rich fare for the historian. Towards its end this part con- 
tains Mather’sown simple and straightforward remarks about 
the Salem witchcraft trials, which were in full swing when 
he returned to Boston. He more than any other person 
brought those trials to a stop. 

When Increase Mather added part two to what he had 
written a decade earlier, he had to write a transition between 
the one which ended in 1685 and the other which began in 
1688. This transition, taken, as is so much of it all, from his 
diaries, occupies pages 319-322. 

October, 1696, seems to be the most probable date for the 
first of the miscellaneous entries which make up part three. 
The next entry, written in 1703 and covering the years 
1700-1703, describes his bitterness at being ousted from the 
presidency of Harvard College. Even Increase Mather, 
however, mellowed with age—not much, but some. A long 
entry written in June, 1711, when he was 72 years old, is a 
summary of all that had gone before, an autobiography in 
miniature. The anxieties of early years, the ambition and 
querulousness of middle life were gone, and in their place 
had come a gentle thankfulness for the blessings of a full 
life—a strange mood for Mather and one not continued in 
the few entries which follow. The autobiography thus 
assembled from diverse parts ceased to interest him, and 
soon the manuscript peters out in the present tense amid 
the grumblings of the ancient but headstrong divine. 

In its physical appearance the manuscript of the auto- 
biography is an unruled notebook of twenty-seven leaves 
sewn together without cover and measuring about seven by 
eight inches. Into it has been sewn the additional eleven 
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leaves which make up part two. The pages of this insert are 
numbered independently. Several leaves are mutilated by 
being cut with knife or scissors.* 

The text given here, although it is the first to be printed, 
is the culmination of a succession of publishing endeavors. 
First credit goes to Rev. A. P. Marvin, who prepared the 
transcription from which this and two intervening texts 
descend. Marvin came in the 1880’s from nearby Lancaster, 
Massachusetts, to browse in the American Antiquarian 
Society’s library. He was fascinated by the manuscript 
autobiography and asked permission to copy excerpts. 
Permission granted, he went on to the difficult task of 
making a full transcript. Several years later Marvin asked 
permission to incorporate quotations from this transcript 
in an article he hoped to publish. The Society refused per- 
mission and expressed undisguised displeasure that he had 
made the transcript at all. Marvin thereupon proved him- 
self the gentler party by voluntarily giving to the Anti- 
quarian Society his only copy of the autobiography. 

The next scholar to edit the autobiography was Worth- 
ington C. Ford, editor of the Massachusetts Historical 
Society from 1909-1929. Ford used Marvin’s transcript. 
He had the whole typed just as Marvin had written it out, 
then made pen-and-ink corrections as he compared it with 
Mather’s original. Next came Allyn B. Forbes, editor for 
the Colonial Society of Massachusetts, and later Director 
of the Massachusetts Historical Society, who planned to 
publish the autobiography and the extensive Mather 
diaries together. He had the new text re-typed, thus in- 
corporating Ford’s corrections into Marvin’s text. Then 
Forbes compared this to the original and made further 


* The manuscript is in the possession of the American Antiquarian Society. I am much 
indebted to the staff of the Society for frequent and generous help, and to Walter M. 
Whitehill, who made available to me existing typescripts of the autobiography. A grant 
from the American Philosophical Society in 1959 provided financial support. 
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corrections. Finally has come the present editor. The 
reader will readily surmise that I have made yet another 
typescript combining the corrections of both Ford and 
Forbes, and then myself compared this with the original. 
When I assure the reader that Marvin’s text has stood up well, 
that ninety-five per cent of the changes in successive texts have 
been occasioned by changes in the fashion of historical editing, 
he will at once see that the lion’s share of credit must go to 
Marvin, the mouse’s share to me. Yet such is the world’s 
way that I, of course, take full responsibility for errors. 

The attempt to turn into print a manuscript never in- 
tended for a typesetter’s eyes poses almost insurmountable 
problems. A choice—rather a thousand choices—must be 
made between idiosyncrasy and intelligibility. Mr. Marvin 
put everything into modern, properly-spelled English. 
Messrs. Ford and Forbes returned it all to Mather’s spelling. 
The latter meant archaic forms like the thorn and Mather’s 
individualistic abbreviations, which are legion. In a bow to 
the school favoring intelligibility Ford and Forbes spelled 
out the longer or the less common abbreviations, but also 
put brackets around the additional letters, thus: arg{umen]t. 
In the present text I have replaced the thorn with “‘th”’; all 
abbreviations have been expanded without comment or 
brackets; but Mather’s spelling, capitalization, and punc- 
tuation have been retained (except that periods have some- 
times been introduced at the end of sentences, and each 
sentence is made to begin with a capital letter). 

References to the Bible and dates have been reproduced 
exactly. Mather used the old style in which March 25 was 
the first day of the year. He abbreviated “month” to “‘m” 
and “day” to “d”. So, rom. 8d. means December 8, and 
IIm. 1674 means January 1675. He used the Latin ab- 
breviation “‘li’’ instead of the modern £, and the Latin prep- 
osition dé with a grave accent to mean “concerning.” But 
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by and large Increase Mather wrote pure English, and the 
reader will find fewer non-English ornaments here than in 
most similar works of today. This editor has been in- 
ordinately perplexed at what to do with “ct” for “Christ.” 
(The College in Cambridge, on the other hand, always got a 
capital “‘C” from Mather.) I have at last chosen to be 
inconsistent and use capitals for Christ and God, believing as 
I do that the virtues of consistency are limited. 


The Autobiography 


for my children. 

dear children. 

[You] are all of you so many parts of myselfe; and dearer to 
me than [all the] things which I enjoy in this world. Wee must 
not live together [lo]Jng here below. But if wee shall meet in 
Heaven and be forever with the Lord, that’s happiness enough. 
I am not alltogether without hope concerning my owne Interest 
in Christ. I have thought that the relation of what the Lord 
has done for your Father, and the wonderfull experience which 
hee has had of Gods Faithfullness towards him, might be a 
meanes to cause you to give yourselves entirely to the Lord 
Jesus, and to endeavor to walk with God. If you live to him 
here, you shall live with him in another and better world. I 
charge you to follow me so farr as I have followed Christ. And 
then death shall not make my separation from you to be eternal. 
Now concerning my selfe, I give you a true (and nothing but 
the truth) Narration of the Lords dispensations towards me in 
what is here expressed. 


I was born at dorchester in New England June 21. in the year 
1639. 

My Father was a faithfull and eminent minister of Christ, 
who left england because Hee durst not conform to the Common- 
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prayer Booke and the superstitious worship required therein. 
God gave to my Father six sons, four of them were ministers. 
I was the youngest and least amongst all my brethren. My 
mother was a very Holy praying woman.‘ She had a peculiar 
love for me, and her affection caused her to be the more earnest 
in prayer to God for me day and night. I remember she has 
sometimes sayd to me, when I was a child, that she prayed but 
for 2 things on my behalfe, first that God would give me grace, 
secondly that Hee would give me learning: both which she told 
me, she was perswaded God would do for [me]. And said to 
[me,] if God make thee a good man and a good Scholar, you 
hast afll that] ever thy mother has prayed for on thy behalfe. 
Moreover, when my mother lay on her death bed, she d[id with] 
much affection exhort me to resolve (if the [Lord] should see 
meet to continue my life) to serve [God] in the work of the 
ministry; and desired me to [consider the] Scripture Dan. 12. 3. 
They that turn many to Righte[ousness] shall shine as the stars 
forever and ever. And these were the last words which my dear 
and precious mother spake to me, the remembrance whereof has 
had no small impression upon my spirit. I was then allmost 
16 years old. 

I lived in my Fathers Family 12 years. I learned to read 
of my mother. I learned to write of Father, who also instructed 
me in grammar learning, both in the Latin and the greeke 
Tongues. But when there was an able schoolmaster in dorches- 
ter, I was sent to him. I have often wondered how it came to 
pass, yet so it was, though I am naturally of a dull wit, and in 
my childhood (until I was 14 years old) I had no love to, nor 
delight in my Bookes, yet I was much forwarder in learning than 
any Boy in the school of my age. 

In the latter end of the year 1651 I went to Cambridge in New 
England to be admitted into Harvard Colledge; and was there 
admitted in the 12th year of my age, and next to my elder Brother 
placed the senior of the class. 

After I had lived in the Colledge about halfe a year, my par- 
ents being tender of me, and fearing that the Colledge diet would 


* Katharine Holt, who married Richard Mather in England in 1624. 
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not well agree with my weake natural constitution of Body, 
they sent me to Ipswich Anno 1652 to live under the roof and 
be under the constant inspection and instruction of that godly 
learned divine Mr John Norton.’ When Hee [. . .] removed from 
Ipswich to Boston (which was in April 1653) I came with him, 
and continued for several years as his pupill here in Boston. 

In the year 1654, the Lord in mercy visited me with a sore 
disease, which was apprehended to be the stone, but I suppose 
it was a spice of the strangury, occasioned by sharpness of urine. 
By the use of Cassia, Mallows etc—I was soon (by the lords 
blessing) recovered. This sickness sett me upon prayer to God; 
and caused me to reform many vain, wild, courses, and extrava- 
gancies of my life. Also, from this Time I became very studious 
which before I had not bin. Nevertheless, after some moneths 
of Health I began to forget God again, though not so as in the 
former years of my childhood and vanity. But in the latter end 
of that year, viz.on March. 2. 1654/5, God tooke away my dear 
mother, who had so often prayed for me. About which Time 
the Lord broke in upon my conscience with very terrible con- 
victions and awakenings. In the moneths of March, April, and 
till the latter end of May 1655, I was in extremity of anguish 
and horror in my soul. Once at dorchester when my Father 
was gone abroad on a publick occasion and not to return for a 
day or two, I shut my selfe up in his study, and there wrote 
down all the sins which I could remember I had bin guilty of, 
that lay as an heavy burden on my conscience. I brought them 
before God, and cryed to him for pardoning mercy; and at 
night burnt the paper which in way of confession I had sorrow- 
fully spread before the Lord. Everyone observed that I was 
strangely changed. Some of my companions would deride me 
for my now preciseness and tender conscience. I acquainted 
no man with my Troubles, save only that I wrote some letters 
from Boston to my Father, telling him what anguish my soul 
was in, and desiring his earnest prayers to God for me. I wished 
for another opportunity to spend a day in secret prayer with 


5 Norton was among the great scholars of the first generation of Puritan ministers in 
New England. He succeeded John Cotton in Boston in 1653. See “Translator’s Preface” 
in John Norton, The Answer, trans. and ed. by Douglas Horton (Cambridge, 1958), ix—xxi. 
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fasting before the Lord, to humble my selfe for all my past 
Transgressions. I knew that on the election-day, the other 
scholars who boarded with me at Mr Nortons, would be from 
home; and therefore I resolved to spend that Time from morning 
to night where none but God should see. Accordingly I went 
into a little Garret over Mr Nortons study, and shutt the door. 
And all the Family being abroad, I poured out my soul in com- 
plaints before God that day, and cryed to God that Hee would 
shew me mercy. At the close of the day, as I was praying, I 
gave my selfe up to Jesus Christ, declaring that I was now 
resolved to be his Servant, and his only, and his forever, and 
humbly professed to him, that if I did perish, I would perish at 
his feet. Upon this I had ease and inward peace in my perplexed 
soul immediately; and from that day I walked comfortably for 
a considerable time, and was carefull that all my words and 
wayes should be such as would not offend God. 


My standing in the colledge was such, as that according to 
the usual custome, I should this year have proceeded Bachelor 
of Arts. But the president being desirous to keep the students 
as long in the colledge as might be, and some other reasons 
occurring, our class (and some others also) were not suffered to 
Commence till the year after, which was a great Trouble to many 
of the overseers of the colledge, and occasioned (as I remember) 
no less than 17 of the scholars to remove from the Colledge. 
But my Father (though troubled at what was done) was not willing 
that I should take my Name out of the colledge Register (as some of 
my standing had done) and Isubmitted tomy Fathers pleasure in it. 


In the year 1656 I returned again to Cambridge, and there 
had my first degree. The Lord made me to profit in learning, and 
I hope also in spirituals, under precious Mr Mitchells ministry. 
Under the shadow of which I sat with great delight. 

In Anno 1657 June 21. I preached my first Sermon, being 
that day 18 years old. My text was Gen 5. 24. I preached 
again at dorchester the next Lords day a Sermon from Isai. 9. 6 
dé the excellency of Christ. The Lord was pleased to give 
great acceptance of my poor labors with serious christians; some 
did with many tears thank me and bless me. 
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My eldest brother Samuel (who was dear to me, and a man 
excelling in the gifts and graces of Gods Spirit) wrote to my 
Father encouraging him to send me to dublin, where my brother 
then lived. Now having my selfe a marvellous inclination and 
bent of spirit that way, I prevailed with my Father to give his 
consent that I should go for England. My Father as I tooke 
my leave of him, layd his hands over my shoulders, and wept 
over me abundantly (and so did I pour out Tears on him) and 
solemnly blessed me, and bad me remember my owne Sermon 
which I had preached the Lords day before; and told me that if 
hee should hear of me, that I approved my selfe Faithfull to 
Christ, the Joy of it would lengthen out his dayes, who was 
then 61 years of age. So wee parted, not expecting to see one 
another again in this world. 


I sett sayle for London July. 3. 1657. And in 5 weekes God 
brought us safe to England. Wee put in at Portsmouth, from 
whence I rode to London. Augt. 24. I went from London for 
Lancashire, where I was very kindly enterteyned by my Fathers 
old friends and Christian acquaintance. 

In September 1657 I sett sayle from Leverpool for Dublin, 
and in 24 hours passage, God brought me in safety thither. I 
had not seen my Brother for more than 7 years. Hee did not 
know me, but by the letters which I brought and discourse with 
him, Hee was easily convinced of my being his Brother; and 
enterteyned me with all the kindness that could be. Being in 
dublin, I entred my name into the Colledge there. In October 
(as I remember) I was taken sick with the meazells, and on 
November 19 with the small pox, but God was pleased graciously 
to spair my life. 


In the year 1658 June 24 on the Commencement at Trinity 
Colledge in dublin, I proceeded Mr of Arts (being then 3 dayes 
above 19 years of age) Having first to good satisfaction performed 
the exercises, in Disputations, orations etc. required by the 
statutes of that Colledge. The proctor, and some of the Fellows 
who were episcopally inclined, gave me as much discouragement 
as they could or they durst do, by reason of my being a precisian, 
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and especially because I refused to comply with the usual For- 
malities of Hoods, caps, etc which all the other commencers 
(excepting one that was drawn by my example) submitted unto. 
Many of the scholars were so farr pleased with my exercises as 
that they did publickly Hum me; a vanity which I never saw 
practised before nor since; nor to any one but my selfe, who had 
least reason to looke for it. Nor did I, but was surprised with 
wonderment, when I heard the scholars (many of whom I knew 
not) begin their Humming. 

The Lord gave me to find Love and respect amongst those 
that were serious and piously disposed in that Colledge. And 
most of all with dr Winter, who was then the provost of the 
colledge. His son (who proceeded Mr of Arts with me) tooke a 
singular phansy to me. I remember his mother in law told my 
brother, that her son, Josiah Winter was fallen in Love with me. 
But Hee is long since (I think 20 years ago) dead, though I am 
preserved alive, when my friend more likely to live (and better) 
than my selfe is gone. 


The Fellows in that Colledge are chosen (as Vacencies happen) 
by the other Fellows; only it is in the power of the provost to 
chuse one. Hee was so very kind as to make me the subject of 
his choice, but I did not see my way clear to accept of it. Also, 
motions were then presented to me from diverse places, to come 
and preach the Word amongst them. A place called Marahfelt 
[i.e., Magherafelt] was settled on me by the Lord deputy and 
Council. I designed (with divine permission) to visit that place 
but after I had travelled 40 miles of my journey, I was taken 
sick at Dundalk, and thence was forced to return to dublin; and 
resolved for England again. The Lord deputy was so respective 
as to send me word, that I should not go for England for want 
of encouragement in Ireland whilest hee was in power, but the 
consideration of my Health not so well agreeing with the moyst 
Irish Air, having also an overture at that time presented to me 
by my Brother Naths. procurement from Sidwells in Exester 
[i.e., Exeter], made me to hold my Resolutions for England. 
And thither God brought me again in July 1658. 
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At London I came acquainted with Mr John How, who was 
then Chaplain to the Lord Protector. Hee perswaded me to 
lay aside my thoughts of Sidwells in Exon, and to go to great 
Torrington in devonshire, where hee had formerly lived. This 
overture I closed with, and spent the following winter in Tor- 
rington for the most part, only one moneth I continued with 
my brother Nathaniel who was then preacher at Barnstaple. 
But the protector dyed; and after that Richard was deposed, so 
that Mr How returned himselfe to his old people at Torrington. 
In the interim, Collonel Bingham, mr Ben of dorchester having 
recommended me to him, then Governor of Guernsey, sent me an 
invitation to be chaplain to the english garrison there. This 
motion I complyed with, And in April 1659 transported my selfe 
into Guernsey. There I lived in Castle Cornet, and preached 
every Lords day, in the forenoon at the Castle, in the afternoon 
at the Town called petersport, where many French people who 
could understand English were my Auditors. Finding the Sab- 
bath to be much profaned in that Island, I preached on the fourth 
commandement, (according to my weake ability) and the Lord 
was pleased to bless my poor endeavors, so as to cause consider- 
able external Reformation in that particular, in that place, for 
some time. 


During my abode in Guernsy some friends in England desired 
my return thither. A gatherd church in Sandwich by my brother 
Nathaniels influence on them, who once lived in that town, sent 
me a Letter with all their Names subscribed, inviting me to come 
to them in order to accepting the pastoral charge. Being returned 
to England hee that was then Incumbent (Mr. Thomas Dawson) 
wrote some [letters] to me which were very discouraging. I saw 
that if I went to Sandwich (according to my purpose) I should be 
involved in contentions there which was grievous to think of. 
In the mean while, a congregational church in the City of Gloces- 
ter, (Mr James Forbes the pious pastor of that church, especially 
labouring therein) procured for me a legal Title to a place in the 
city of Glocester called St. Maries (in which church King Lucius, 
the first Christian King that ever was in the world lieth buried). 


‘ 
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Thither God brought me in december 1659; during my Residence 
in that City, I lived with Mr Forbes, preaching in the forenoon at 
St. Maries, and in the afternoon at the Colledge (as they there 
call it) or Cathedral Church. 


Here I was willing to have settled. But I saw a change of 
Times at the door. And as young as I then was, I did in that city 
Publickly preach and declare from Rev. 11.2. that further suffer- 
ings for the faithfull witnesses of Christ, were to be expected. 
Wherefore I returned again to Guernsey. I had not bin there 
many weekes, but the King and prelacy with him came again into 
England. When the King was proclaimed in Guernsey, I did out 
of conscience openly refuse to drink his Health which was urged 
upon me by some of the too much temporizing Clergy there, pro- 
fessing that I would pray for the Kings health but drink for my 
owne. Not long after this the king emitted a proclamation 
against debauched Health drinkers, which proved very advan- 
tageous to me. 

Also, I refused to subscribe some papers which General Monk 
had sent requiring that all Commission officers should sett their 
names to them, the purport whereof was, that now wee beleeved 
the Times were and would be happy. Upon my nonCompliance 
the deputy Governor Captain Waterhouse which then was (who 
very much respected me) declined subscription also. The 
Chaplain belonging to Jersy (his name Ashton) who was a 
naughty and malicious person, going to London with his papers, 
informed the Duke of Albemarle that the reason why subscrip- 
tions did not come from Guernsey (as well as from Jersey) was 
because I had opposed it. Hereupon the Duke was incensed at 
me; and told the Governor then at London that I should be sent 
for to London. The Governor (Colonel Weaver) was of Monks 
appointing; and though I never saw him, God moved his heart to 
stand my friend, by which meanes I escaped the Trouble which in 
that matter I had bin threatned with. 


My Salary whilest in Guernsey was 120 li per Annum. Every 
one thought that I should be deprived of the Arrears which were 
due tome. And the rather because a new deputy Governor (one 
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Capt Sharp, who pretended to Religion being a member of Mr 
Griffith’s church as Hee said, but a dissembling Hypocrite, that 
would drink Healths etc.) did me secretly all the mischief that 
hee could; and returned the muster roll without my Name in it. 
Once my name was returned Crescentius Matherus whence the 
Commissioners had like to have deprived me of my Salary, sup- 
posing that Crescentious Mather and Increase Mather were not 
the same person. But when the Commissioners at London sat 
about paying off the Garrison on Guernsey, some objection being 
made that I was not present in the Island at such a Time, provi- 
dence so ordered, that one Mr Martin a deacon of the French 
church in petersport, hearing of it, told the Commissioners that 
to his certayn knowledge I was at that Time in Guernsey, and 
offered to be deposed to the Truth of it. The issue was (which I 
have many a Time thought on with admiration) I was payed my 
arrears being 108 li and that before any other man belonging to 
the Garrison. The Atheisme of my heart was marvellously re- 
moved by this gracious providence which was a special Answer 
of prayer. 


Sir Hugh Pollard being made the Governor It was now come to 
that, that I must either leave Guernsey or conform to the cere- 
monies of the church of England so that I tooke my leave of that 
Island March. 1. 1660; and the next day God brought me safe to 
Waymouth in dorsetshire. Thus was I persecuted out of two 
places, Glocester and Guernsey, before I was 22 years of age. 
During the moneths of March, April, May, June 1661 I abode 
partly at Weymouth, and partly in dorchester, preaching every 
Lords day, sometimes in one place, and sometimes at another 
accordingly as I was desired. Yea, many times I preached 3 or 4 
times in a weeke, but received not any maintenance or recom- 
pense for my labors after my leaving Guernsey. Many Christian 
friends in dorsetshire were very desirous I should continue with 
them. I declared my willingness so to do, provided I might have 
the Assurance of a publick opportunity to preach the gospell, 
though without any maintenance. But this none could promise 
except I would conform. Some told me they could obtain for me 
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a living worth 400 li per Annum, if I would conform and read the 
Common prayer. But that I durst not do. I was desired to 
travell with some gentlemen beyond sea, but one obstruction or 
other still diverted. I was under promise to go with Mr Samuel 
Bellingham into Holland; but Hee being frighted with the noyse 
of a Massacre went for Holland before I could dispatch my affairs 
so as to reach London, and thereby released me of my ingagement. 
Having a great desire to see my Father, and hoping that I might 
for some time find a shelter in New England I resolved (with sub- 
mission to the will of God) to return thither. Accordingly June 
29. 1661, I sett sayle from Weymouth in dorset, in a vessell bound 
for Newfoundland, where we arrived in August. I tarried in 
Newfoundland but 10 dayes. There I found a New England 
vessell, and had cause to admire the good providence of God 
that a vessell should so opportunely present it selfe. The Lord 
brought me safe to New England September 1. 1661. and gave 
me to find my Father alive and in Health, which thing I had often 
prayed for. At the first sight of my Father I wept abundantly 
for Joy, which is the first and I think the only time that I ever 
wept for Joy. 

Presently upon my Return to New England being by reason of 
my 4 years absence become like a stranger, and people are apt to 
run after strangers though they have little in them of real worth, 
many overtures of settlement were presented to me, viz. by 
dorchester, Boston, Plymouth, Barnstaple, Windsor, Guilford 
etc. I had invitations from no less than 12 places. 

The first winter after my Return I preached one Lords day with 
my Father at dorchester, and the other Lords day at Boston to the 
congregation where [ still continue. 

March. 6. 1661/2. I changed my single condition, and was 
married to the then only daughter of Mr Cotton (being brought 
into acquaintance with her by meanes of my Fathers having 
married her mother) in honor to whom I named my eldest son 
Cotton.® 

* After his first wife’s death Richard Mather married the widow of John Cotton. She 


brought to the Mather household her daughter, Maria Cotton, who then became Increase’s 
step-sister and in 1662 his wife. 
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I apprehended that I might probably do more Service in my 
generation for Christ and for his people, by settling in Boston, 
than in any other place where I was desired. And for that Reason 
I continued here. I dwelt above 8 years in that house which was 
my Father Cotton’s where also my wife and 4 of my children were 
born. 


This church was very urgent with me to accept of office re- 
lation, but for several years I withstood that motion finding a 
great averseness in my spirit to comply therewith. I had also a 
great desire to return to England if liberty for Nonconformity 
should there be granted. The Brethren set a day apart to pray 
that God would incline my heart to accept of their call, after 
which I found in myselfe a greater willingness than formerly. 
It was some encouragement to me, that the Inhabitants as well 
as the church did by writing and subscribing their names signify 
their desires of my Continuance amongst them. May 27. 1664, I 
was ordained in the Teaching office, my Father and Mr Mayo’ 
imposing hands on me. Soon after my ordination, I was grievous- 
ly molested with Temptations to Atheisme, whereby my spirit 
was much afflicted and broken. But God helped me out of those 
Temptations. The special thing which satisfyed me, was, that I 
had experience of great Answers of prayer, whereby I could but 
see, that there is a God, and that Hee is a rewarder of them that 
diligently seeke him. 

In the year 1669, the Lord removed my aged Father to his rest. 
Hee was taken ill whilest in my house, with a violent fit of the 
stone. But the next morning rode in a coach to dorchester, and 
dyed in about a weekes Time, To my unspeakable loss and sorrow. 

About three moneths after this, my brother Eleazer dyed. His 
widow and some of his church sent very affectionate Letters to 
me, desiring I would visit them, and advise them in their bereave- 
ment. Out of very conscience to the will of God, and lest Hee 
should be angry with me, I tooke a Journey to Northampton. 
But when I had bin there a weeke, I was (Sept. 2. 1669) sur- 


7 John Mayo was minister at Boston’s Second Church. He invited Mather to become 
his junior associate. 
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prised with a violent feavor which brought me to the gates of 
death. The pain in my left side was extreme. A company of 
godly Christians met together to Fast and pray for my life; and 
on that very day God heard them, so that my grievous pain re- 
moved, and returned no more in any violence till my Recovery. 
How God dealt with me, and refreshed my soul in this sickness, I 
have written in a letter to Mr Mayo, on the backside of his to me, 
Anno 1669. 

The Lord brought me home in a weake condition before winter. 
But after that acute disease, a Chronical one seyzed on me, viz. 
The Hypochondriacal affection, which made me unable to go 
abroad all that winter. But on March. 13. God restored me 
again to his service; and though very weak in body, I preached 
every Lords day from that time. It was apprehended by many 
that I should never be fully recovered out of that weakness. But 
I prayed much to the God of my life and Health, and he also 
enabled me by his Spirit to believe that Healing should be gra- 
ciously vouchsafed to me in [his] owne good time. It was in the 
year 1665 that I preached dé the Jews conversion in Rom 11.26. 
I was then but 26 years old. Mr Caryl gave a farr greater char- 
acter of that Book® and of its Author than either of them de- 
served, viz. that such a measure of grace and learning did seldom 
meet together in the same person, much less in a young man as 
one might discern to be in the Author of that Book. 


It is wonderfull to me that so judicious a man as Mr Caryl 
should be so greatly mistaken in that particular. 


Before the year 1670 was expired, God restored my former 
strength unto me again. Only I was very much afflicted with 
Hypochondriacal vapors. I had now many serious thoughts in 
my Heart what I should do for God, and for Jesus Christ, who 
had bin so gracious to me. My Heart was sett upon it to do 
something for God beyond what hitherto I had done. The wishes 
of my soul I did express in writing before the Lord, Thus, January. 
11. 1670: The threefold wish of the chief of sinners. I wish! I wish! 

® The Mystery of Israel’s Saloation (London, 1669), Mather’s first published book, com- 


posed of lectures delivered to his congregation on the subject of the millenium. 
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I wish! 1. That I might do some special Service for my dear God 
in Jesus Christ, before I leave this world. 2. I would faign do good 
after I am dead. I would faign leave something behind me, that may 
be doing good upon earth, when I shall bein Heaven. 3. After I have 
finished my doing worke, I would faign suffer and dy for the sake of 
my dear God, and for Jesus christ. Thus wished 11d of 11m. 1670. 


I have experienced many strange meltings of Heart with 
respect to the accomplishment of these desires. On Febr. 24. 
after I had preached the lecture, praying in my study, and saying 
before God, “Christ has made requests in Heaven for me; else 
how am I alive this day? My being brought from the gates of 
death is because Christ has requested for me,” my Heart was 
exceedingly moved within me. Also, I was then enabled to believe 
that God would Answer my prayers in upholding me yet a few 
years in his service, and giving me to accomplish the desires 
which had bin in my heart to advance his Name and Truth. 


I considered with myselfe that if I should write and publish 
my Fathers life, that would be a service not only honourable to 
my Father, but acceptable and honourable to the Name of God.?® 
And that by enquiring into those controversies which were the 
present Truth that these churches in New England laboured with, 
I might do a good service. And that preaching on, and printing 
some practical subjects would be so too; and that some discourses 
wherein the Rising generation should be especially concerned, 
might be made for Gods glory and the good of souls: And that by 
publishing something in Latin dé the glorious Kingdome which 
Christ shall ere long possess in the visible world, I might be instru- 
mental in promoting the honor of the son of God. I therefore re- 
solved by his help to sett upon doing those things. Only I 
thought it my duty to go about them with deep Humiliations, 
and seekings of the face of God in an extraordinary maner for 
Guidance and Assistance. Accordingly on March 22. 1670, I thus 
sett my selfe to seeke the Lord by Fasting and prayer before him 
in my study. 


® The Life and Death of ... Mr. Richard Mather (Cambridge, 1670), is Mather’s second 
published book. 
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Causes of Humiliation before the Lord 
1. The sins of my unregenerate estate. 
Failings since, in every place where I have lived, and in every 
Relation I sustain. 
. The sad divisions in Boston. 
Requests to God in Jesus Christ 

. That Hee would furnish me with gifts and graces of his holy 
spirit, inlarging of me who am a narrow vessell, and filling 
me with Heavenly Treasure. 

. That Hee would give of his presence to be with me in private 
meditations and in publick ministrations. 

. That Hee would guide me as to endeavors in order to the 
accomplishment of the wishes of my soul written down 11d 
of 11m. 

. That Hee will please to bless and take care of my Family. 

. That salvation may be sent to his people. God has heard 
prayer, and does hear. In him I trust that Hee will hear. 
Amen! dearest Lord, Amen! 


Concerning this day thus spent, I find recorded in my diary 
these words, “In the close of the day especially, my heart was 
moved to believe that God would accept of and Answer my poor 
prayers. 1. Because I drew nigh to him, therefore his blessings 
will draw nigh to me. 2. Because the things which I asked, and 
the end why I asked them was for Gods glory. Not for my owne 
sake, but for Gods sake. 3. For the honor of his son Jesus Christ. 
4. Because nothing but my sins and abominations which this day 
I confessed before the Lord can hinder the Answer of my prayers; 
but these can not hinder because they are done away in the blood 
of Christ; who has loved me and given Himselfe for me, which I 
know for I feele my Heart loveth Him. 5. Because there never 
was any creature that did humbly seek unto the Lord for such 
blessings as this day I prayed for, that was denyed by him. And 
surely I shall not be the first whom God will deny. O blessed for- 
ever be my dear God in Jesus Christ who heareth prayer.” 
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Again after the same way (by prayer with Fasting) I sought 
the Lord on April. 29. And on May 24. with hopes of gracious 
acceptance through Jesus Christ. 


Nevertheless, this year did not pass away without very exer- 
cising Temptations, whereby God humbled me, and made me 
more fit to attend the services which were in my Heart to do for 
his Name. I was sorely molested with the ephialtes. I had read 
in physitians that that disease was a sign that the person subject 
to it, should be taken with one of these 3 diseases, either 1. Apo- 
plexy; or 2. An Epilepsy; or 3. A Mania. Now Satan set in with 
my melancholy to perswade me (though there was no ground 
for it) that this last would be my condition. The thoughts wereof 
filled me with inexpressible sorrows and fears. I had read, and 
was told by others, that mineral waters were an excellent Remedy 
for melancholy Hypochondriacal vapors, and all splenetic in- 
firmities. Therefore, I went to the spring at Lyn, and tarried 
there some weeks, to see what might be done for my relief. One 
morning as I was alone drinking the waters, reviving myselfe 
under the Trees, I poured out my soul before God, and there mett 
with him. Dé which I have in my diary thus recorded. July. 1. 
1671. “Being at the spring or mineral waters at Lyn, I there 
prayed alone under the Trees, and did humbly and believingly 
(through the Lords grace towards me) betake my selfe to God 
and to Jesus Christ for healing of my bodily distempers. I be- 
lieved, because though sin had brought these distempers on me, 
yet God has accepted the sacrifice which Christ has offered for 
my sins. Also, because God had formerly heard my prayers. 
And because Christ has Redeemed my body as well as my soul. 
Jesus Christ intends to bestow eternal glory on my body as well 
as on my soul; and therefore hee will not deny unto me so small a 
matter as bodily Health, which is nothing in comparison of eternal 
glory. Also, because I desire Health for the Lords sake and not 
for my owne, viz. that I might do service for God and for Christ. 
After prayer, I went away inwardly rejoycing, because J have 
prevayled! I have prevayled! I have prevayled for mercy!” 


i 
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On July 8. At the waters. There again the Lord enabled me 
with Tears and perswasion of a gracious Answer to pour out my 
desires before him both for bodily and spirituall Healing to be 
vouchsafed to me. My dear God in Jesus Christ will certainly 
accept of some Service from me, blessed by his glorious Name for- 
ever and forever. Amen! Amen! 


Dark hours of Temptation followed these revivings. For the 
Ephialtes still attending me almost every night, melancholy fears 
returned and sorely oppressed me, against which I found the 
prayer of Faith to be the best Remedy. 


July 22. As I was this morning sitting in my chair and ex- 
pressing my desires and Faith before God that Hee would accept 
of Service from me, I was suddenly much melted and moved in- 
wardly before the Lord, which surely was from his Spirit, and a 
confirmation of my Hope that God does intend to accept some 
Service from me. 


July 24. As I was returning home from Lyn, at the end of 
the Town a poor godly woman, her name was Mansfield, desired 
those that rode with me to go forward, for she must needs speake 


with me. When I stopt, “O Sir (said she with much affection and 
Tears) I am troubled at my condition. I am afraid that I grieve 
the good spirit of God by not being cheerfull as I ought to be. I 
am dejected, and my soul disquieted, and when I meet with 
afflictions I lay them too much to heart; and I doubt I hereby 
offend so gracious a Father as God has bin to me, who has done 
much for me, and sometimes has manifested Himselfe to me.” I 
was astonished to hear her speake, and to come to me for relief 
in her Temptations; And concluded that this poor woman (who 
little thought so her selfe) was a messenger sent of God to me; for 
she spoke to my very condition, as if hee that Knoweth all things 
had put words into her mouth. O let the great physitian of souls 
(said I then) looke upon me, and let him heal me, and give me 
power of grace to be more than a conqueror over my special in- 
firmities. Amen! dearest Lord! Amen! This evening in my 
study the Lord enabled me to pour out thanksgivings and sup- 
plications before him with fervency and with love and Faith. 
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July 26. I was grievously assaulted with the Ephialtes in the 
night, so that I had little rest. The next day, I was in much dis- 
tress and Anguish in my spirit, fearing lest all my Faith should 
prove phansy and delusion. In this distress I betooke my selfe 
to Christ, and wept before him, saying, “Lord Jesus, let me bee 
destroyed, if you canst find in thi heart to destroy a poor creature 
who above all things desires to glorify thi Name. Here I am 
before thee, do to me and with me what you wilt. If you wilt 
glorify thi selfe in my confusion thi will be done; I have deserved 
that it should be so. But Oh that you wouldest pity me.” After 
I had thus cryed to the rock that is higher than I, I was somewhat 
revived. But the next day, I was sad and distressed beyond 
measure; I prayed earnestly and found some relief. The next day 
again, I was full of Anxiety and harried with Temptation; but I 
professed before the Lord Jesus that if the Tempter did fall upon 
me to destroy me, Hee should find me lying at the Feet of Christ, 
and will Christ suffer him there to destroy me? Also I promised 
before the Lord that if hee would bring me out of this distress, I 
would endeavor to carry it better in my Family, and in my publick 
Relation, and in all other respects. After this I had some succor, 
yet distressed still. That night God gave me comfortable rest 
and sleep, and the next day revived my sinking spirit, enlivening 
hopes I had, that by these terrible Temptations God would fit 
me for his service. I was melted at the apprehension thereof, 
which meltings were doubtless from the spirit of God. 


August 1. In the night I was vexed with troublesome dreames, 
and forced to rise before day. So that I now again was ready to 
conclude that my Ephialtes would issue in a Mania. But I went 
to God, and expressed my humble confidence before him, that it 
should be otherwise, because hee heareth prayer, and because if 
this evil should come, those Truths of his which I have appeared 
for would suffer, and because I desired to improve my under- 
standing to his glory, therefore hee will continue it, though my 
sins deserve otherwise. Also, the token for good, which the Lord 
gave me on the last sabbath was a supporting consideration to me. 
I read a chapter with Annotations (according to my wonted 
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maner) and after that again poured out my Heart with many 
Tears and groans before the Lord, for bodily and spirituall 
Healing. I said before God, “‘Lord, I submitt wholly to thi will, 
but if you shalt give me my choice, then Lord, I would say, kill 
me out of hand, rather than that this evill which I fear should 
come upon me. I had some perswasion that God heard my 
prayers, and beheld my Tears, because hee beheld the Tears of 
Hezekiah, and heard the prayers of weeping Jacob. And because 
there never was any one (I think so) that came to God with a 
desire of Health in a way of incessant prayer, and Fasting, and 
Faith; and that only that so hee might do service for God in 
Christ, and glorify his Name, that yet was denyed his Request. 
And shall I be the only one whom God will deny such mercy to?” 
Also, I that day begged of God, that Hee would give me leave to 
plead with him, (and with Tears and meltings of heart I did plead 
with him,) that if hee should not answer me graciously, others 
after my decease, that should see the papers which I had written 
and kept as remembrances of my walking before God, would be 
discouraged. For they would see and say, “Here was one that 
prayed for bodily and spirituall Healing, yea and believed for it 
also, and yet hee perished in his affliction without that Healing 
which hee prayed and believed for; and if but one man should 
read those papers, Hee would tell others, and then they would 
conclude that there is not so much in prayer, and that Faith is 
not such a mighty thing as the word of God sayth it is, so that 
prayer, and Faith, and the Name of God will suffer if I should not 
be heard cryingtohim.” At last I came to this Resolution, yea, 
though I dy for it, I am resolved to Trust in God for his salvation; 
and let come on me what the Lord will. 


The next day, I spent in Fasting and prayer in my study. 


6ti. 2do. 1671. 
Grounds of deep Humiliation 
1. The sins of my unregenerate estate. 
2. Sinfull failings in all places where at any Time I have bin. 
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3. As to every Relation I sustain, as a Father, Master, Hus- 
band, and most of all as a minister, I am guilty of great 
defects. 

. That body of sin which I bear about with me: pride, passion, 
sloth, selfishness, sensuality, earthly mindedness, unbeleef, 
Hypocrisy. 

. Those afflictive melancholy distempers which doso threaten 
and at present prevayle over me. 

Humble and earnest Requests to God in Christ 

. The chief ground of my thus setting apart this day, is to 
beg, that God would vanquish these melancholy distempers 
which are so afflictive to me, and revive my spirit. 

. That God would not only give but continue both bodily 
and spirituall Health to me. 

. That God would shew me, how I may improve my Health 
as shall be most for his glory, and the good of his people, 
and incline my heart accordingly. 

. That God would direct me as to those things which I am 
about, and which are further in my heart to do, and what 
portions of scripture to handle in my public ministry from 
Time to Time. 

5. That Hee will furnish me more and more with gifts and 
graces of his spirit. 

6. Bless my Family, and send a supply as to my outward wants. 


Dé the confessions and supplications this day presented before 
the Lord, I have Recorded in my diary, thus, p. 135, 136. 

“Some fervency and Faith in the performance of the duties 
of the day, so that I now wayt upon the Lord for a gracious 
Answer with a spirit much revived. I put the Answer of my 
prayers upon the sincerity of my soul before God, saying before 
the Lord, O my God, If I do not sincerely desire to glorify thi 
Name then deny my requests, and let me have no Answer of my 
prayers; but if I do in sincerity desire to serve and glorify thee, 
then have compassion on me, and deny me not, I pray thee. 
Upon these Terms let me go either with an Answer or with a denial. 
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“Therefore God will answer me graciously in his owne Time. 
O my soul, wayt you on the Lord.” 

Thus were these grievous Temptations overcome. Nor was I 
after this day, any more molested as formerly. 

Sept. 17. 1671. In the morning I was melted in secret prayer, 
and believed that Christ will give me that bodily and spirituall 
healing which I have relyed upon him for. On Sept. 19. I have 
thus recorded. “Not so dejected as at many times. Still I 
believe that Christ will accept of Service from me the chief of 
sinners. If he will not, I dy praying and believing, and lying at 
his feet, having deserved that hee should reject me and my services 
the best of them being so very vile and sinfull.” 

January 31. Having set this day apart to humble my selfe and 
in secret to seeke the face of God in Jesus Christ, I experienced 
his gracious presence. So that at night I recorded in my diary as 
follows, 

God has heard me. I know it. 1. Because though I am sin- 
full and my prayers and Fastings are so, yet God has heard me 
formerly, notwithstanding my sinfullness, therefore hee will do 
so still. 2. Because though I have sinned, yet Christ is my 
Advocate, and my name is surely written upon the breast of 
Christ, inasmuch as though I never saw him (except with an ey 
of Faith) yet my soul loveth him. 3. Because God hears those 
that desire to fear his Name; now I desire to be more broken 
hearted, more humble, more fervent, God knows it. Therefore 
hee has heard me. 4. Every one of those requests which this 
day I spread before God in Christ, shall be answered, because 
they are all things according to the will of God, and Christ has 
told me, that though I ask never so much, and never so great 
things, if they be according to Gods will, they shall be given to me. 

May 8. 1672. I set apart that day to humble my selfe in secret 
as for other causes, so in special on the account of the death of my 
dear bother Samuel, the tidings whereof came lately to me. I find 
that I have thus recorded in my diary, 


“In the beginning of the duty the Lord melted my heart: 
especially in the second time of my falling down on my Knees 
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before him, as I was praying that the Lord would remember the 
prayers which my precious brother Samuel had put up for me 
when hee was living in the world, and that Hee would give much 
of that spirit to me, which hee caused so eminently to rest on my 
now blessed brother, as I was thus praying my heart was ex- 
ceedingly melted, and me thought, I saw God before my eyes, in 
an inexpressible maner, so as that I was afraid I should have 
fallen into a trance in my study.” 


This year outward wants and Family straits did exceedingly 
oppress me. And though it was in the power of the deacons of 
the church to have releeved me, they had no heart to do it, so 
that I was many times by grief very much hindered in my serving 
God. I can not express how much my spirit was broken with 
those miseries, and it is a wonder that I was not thereby nearly 
overthrown and made unfitt for service. Little do people think 
how much they wrong themselves, when they have ministers 
amongst them whose Hearts are sett upon nothing but their 
studyes and spiritual Employments, that nevertheless shall not be 
sutably provided for as to their outward subsistence, and that 
food and raiment which whilest they are on the earth they need as 
well as other men. I did for my owne Help record how it was with 
me, and what course I tooke under those pressing oppressing 
sorrows. I had noother way but to go to the Lord Jesus and make 
my moan before him, who I know was willing that I should be 
supported in his Service. 

I did in the time of those Temptations Record as follows 
Diary p. 39—December. 30. 1672. Perplexed and hindred much 
in my studyes with the sad and sinking consideration of my out- 
ward wants, and that though the care and trouble of providing 
for the congregation lieth upon me alone, and I am thereby put to 
more expences than formerly, and more labor, yet there is not an 
Heart in sundry of my people to consider it. The Lord help me 
through my Temptations, enable me to Finish his work, and 
hasten me to Himself. When I am gone, my poor people will 
believe that the grief which I sustained by their neglects of me 
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and mine, was unprofitable for them. Nevertheless, there are 
some of them who respect me dearly, and do much for me. 


Dec. 31. Exteamly grieved and distracted in my studyes with 
the thoughts of my debts, and the consideration of my peoples 
(some of them) not caring for my deep sorrows in that respect. 
Methinks I could be content to be poor, I care not how poor, so as 
that I may be in a capacity to serve God without distraction; but 
to be in debt to the dishonor of the Gospell, is a wounding killing 
thought to me; yea so grievous as that if it be not remedyed in a 
little Time it will bring me with sorrow to my grave. O Lord 
Jesus, pity a poor wretched sinfull creature, lest dishonor should 
come to thi dear Name! 


January. 1. Spent in prayer with Fasting in my study. I 
closed all with this Resolution,“Lord, if you wilt provide for me, 
and Answer my prayers, I will love thee, and seek thee, and 
serve thee; and if you wilt not provide for me, I will love thee, 
and bless thee, and serve thee. If you wilt cast me off, I will not 
cast thee off. I deserve that you shouldst cast me off, but you, 
Lord, never deservedst ill at my hands.” 


January. 8. Miserably perplexed still with sad thoughts of my 
debts, and the unworthy spirit which is in some of my people, 
that have no Heart to relieve me in these my sorrows, and that 
think every thing too much for me,so that I loose (which kills me) 
much precious Time, and am exceedingly hindred in the Lords 
worke. The scripture bids ministers shew themselves patterns 
of patience and long suffering. Conscience of that has made me 
bear this long, but now I can bear no longer my grief is so ex- 
treme. If I be the Lords Servant, when I am gone, the Lord will 
make some of my people sensible of their neglects of me, though 
unworthy of any respect, in my selfe considered. O that the 
Lord Jesus who hears my Complaints before him, would either 
give an Heart to my people to looke after my comfortable sub- 
sistence amongst them, or if he has any further Service for me to 
do (who desire life only that so I might do something for him, 
who has done so much for me) remove me to another people who 
will take care of me, that so I may be in a capacity to attend 
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to his worke and glorify his Name in my generation, or give me 
a sufficiency of grace that these sinking evills and discourage- 
ments may not thus overwhelm me, or hasten me to Himselfe, 
where no Temptation shall keep me from serving him with free- 
dom of spirit. O dear Lord Jesus! for thi name’s sake pity, hear, 
and help. Amen. My Lord and my Redeemer. Amen! 

January 10. This day pouring out my complaints into the 
boosom of the Lord Jesus, I begged of him that hee would not 
punish any of my poor people because of their neglects of me, but 
pardon them and bless them and that hee who heard my com- 
plaints before him, and knew the sorrows of my Heart, yea, and 
knew that I was therefore grieved at my outward wants because I 
was thereby hindred from doing him Service, and from glorifying 
his name, and the Name of the Father, and because I lost precious 
Time, of which I would not willingly loose any particle, That Hee 
would pity me when the world would not. After this my heart 
was eased, and I beleeved that the Lord Jesus heard me. Only I 
professed before him that I was content to be poor and in debt, 
and layd aside as a broken useless vessel, if so hee will have it; 
yea, to be any thing that Christ will have me to be. Now I am 
satisfyed! The will of the Lord be done! 

Now was the time come when God intended to send releef unto 
me. For Sr Thomas Temple,” Captain Lake," and some others 
of the Church understanding how things were with me, tooke 
effectual care for my supply. In the midst of these sorrows, I 
considered that (my afflictions and pressures notwithstanding) 
God had shewed me great kindness, having bestowed many special 
favors upon me a most sinfull unworthy creature, a catalogue 
whereof I drew up, and did as solemnly as I could prayse the 
Lord for them, on a day of thanksgiving. I did therefore this 
Record. November 19, 1672. 

A Recollection of sundry of those special mercyes which I have 
cause forever to bless God for. 

10 Sir Thomas Temple was Governor of Acadia until it was returned to France by the 


Treaty of Breda in 1667. Afterwards he lived for a few years in Boston, where he was a 
member of Mather’s congregation. 


1 Thomas Lake, a prominent Boston merchant and member of Mather’s congregation. 
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1. His gracious calling of me when I was but 15 years old, and 
at a Time when I was very vain and vile before him. 2. In that 
Hee has so orderd by his providence as that I have bin brought 
up in Learning. 3. In that he vouchsafed to employ me in the 
worke of the ministry. 4. In that his providence ordered my 
going to England, and Ireland, and Guernsey, which has bin a 
great mercy to me many wayes. 5. So has my Return to New 
England especially in that. 1. Here God gave me to find my 
Father alive, and to enjoy much communion with him for 7 or 8 
years together. 2. Hee has cast my lot in Boston, the most 
publick place in New England where I have had a great oppor- 
tunity to do service for God and Christ, (Oh that I had had an 
heart and ability to improve it!) 3. The liberty of my ministry 
at a Time when thousands of the Lords faithfull servants have bin 
deprived of that great mercy. 6. God have given me many 
Bookes and manuscripts, which have bin great Helps to me in 
his service. 7. God has blessed and Increased my Family. Hee 
never yet has taken from me one child, though hee has given me 
2 sons and 3 daughters. 8. When several of my children (espe- 
cially Nathaniel and Bettee) have bin sick and near to death, God 
has spared their lives, and restored them to Health again. 9. God 
has remembred me when I was brought very low both in body 
and in spirit, and has restored me to perfect Health again, and 
this in Answer to many prayers, yea solemn extraordinary sup- 
plications before him. 10. The Lord has vouchsafed something 
of his gracious presence with me in private Meditations and 
publick ministrations from day to day. 

Bless the Lord O my soul, and all that is within me bless his 
holy Name. Bless the Lord O my soul, and forget not all his 
benefits, who forgiveth all thine iniquities, who healeth all: thi 
diseases, who Redeems thi life from destruction, who crowneth 
thee with loving kindness and with tender mercys, who satisfyeth 
thi mouth with good things, so that thi youth is renewed like 
the eagles. 


This year (1672) I was left alone in the Lords worke by reason 
that Mr Mayo through the Infirmities of old age did altogether 
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faile, and at last removed out of the Town, not preaching for 
several years before his death. I therefore thought it my duty to 
sett some dayes apart by Fasting and prayer, to seeke unto the 
Lord that Hee would be with me, and help me in his work, and 
also in due time send another to be with me, that should be a 
blessing to the congregation, and one in whom I might have com- 
fort. It was now much upon my spirit, that I should in my pub- 
lick ministry open and apply the Epistles of christ to the churches 
in the 2d and 3d chapters of the Revelation. For this also I set 
my selfe by Fasting and prayer to begg Assistance from Heaven 
in that undertaking, and I experienced much of the Lords presence 
with me therein for several years. And now my life was more 
comfortable than formerly it had bin. Yet was I much (more than 
I should have bin) exercised in my spirit about my son Cotton, lest 
the Hesitancy in his speech should make him uncapable of 
improvement in the worke of the ministry, whereunto I had de- 
signed him. But I have seen all my prayers dé that thing an- 
swered. I did set a day apart in my study, 1674, to cry unto the 
Lord for mercy in that particular, dé which I have in my diary thus 
recorded. 

“October. 7. 1674. I fasted and prayed before the Lord be- 
cause of my son Cottons Impediment in his speech. At the close 
of the day, I called him and his mother into my study. Wee 
prayed together and with many Tears beweyled our sinfullness, 
and begged of God mercy in this particular, and solemnly gave 
the child to God upon our knees, begging the Lord to accept of 
him. I can not but Hope that the Lord has heard me, and will in 
some comfortable measure remove this evill in his owne Time. 
However, whether God will hear me or no, I am resolved to 
Trust in him, and to wayt upon him for a gracious Answer, and 
so let him do with me and mine what seemeth him good.” 


About this Time, considering the sins of the Countrey, and the 
Symptoms of divine displeasure, I could not rest in my spirit 
without giving Publick solemn warning of judgment near at 
hand. Therefore I preached and (at the desire of others) printed 
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two sermons on Ezek. 7. 7. The day of Trouble is near." It was 
much in my thoughts that God would visit with the sword for the 
reason mentioned in my sermons on Rev. 2.16. in Lib. 32. P. 112. 
Afterwards I saw that those thoughts were from God. For in the 
year 1675 the warr with the Indians (which lasted for several 
years) began. During the warr Time, observing the murmurings 
of the people, and considering 1 Cor. 10.10. I was verily per- 
swaded that God would punish that iniquity with some mortal 
disease, and accordingly I did in publick 3 times declare as much, 
which some were troubled at me for but the Lord confirmed the 
work spoken, by sending mortal feavors which were epidemical, and 
the small pox also whereby many dyed. And now the divine prov- 
idence put into my hands special advantages for service amongst 
his people. I had opportunities of preaching to the Generall 
Court, and thought it my duty to stirr them up to endeavor a 
Reformation of provoking evills, by making Lawes for that end, 
and the Lord went along with the word so farr as that several 
wholesome laws for the suppressing of sin were thereupon made 
and published. 

By reason of the warr it was much feared, that there would 
have bin a famine at least amongst the poorer sort of people. 
Dé which it pleased God that some letters of mine to Ireland, 
tooke such effect, as that a ship laden with provision was by some 
well affected to New England (amongst whom my brother in 
dublin was principally concerned) sent from thence for the poor 
here. Likewise, I did by letters receive above an 100 li in money 
out of England, and much clothing to be distributed amongst 
poor people in this Land. Let my children in this follow my 
example. Where they are not able to give and do good themselves 
let them excite others to doit. 

In the year 1676 I was strongly possessed with fears that 
Boston would be punished with that judgment of Fire, so that I 
urged my wife to think of a removal from our habitation to some 
safer place in the Town, because if a fire should happen amongst 
the neighborhood, it was not possible my house should escape, 


3 Cambridge, 1674. 
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and then my bookes would be in great danger, the loss whereof 
would more afflict me than to be deprived of all other outward 
effects. These impressions were so powerfull upon me, as that 
I could not but preach a sermon on Zeph. 3.7. I sayd surely 
you wilt fear me; you wilt receive instruction, (so their dwellings 
should not be cutt off,) howsoever I punished them. Which sermon 
was delivered Nov. 19, 1676. Presently after I came home into 
my study, and was there walking alone, I was much moved before 
the Lord, using this soliloqui, O Lord God, I have told this people 
in thi Name that you art about to cut off dwellings, but they will not 
beleeve me. Lord who hath beleeved our report. Nevertheless, O 
Lord God, that you wouldst spare them, if it may stand with tht Holy 
pleasure. Thus did I walk weeping before the Lord in my study. 
The next Lords day in the night a dreadfull fire broke out in 
the street opposite to the house where I then dwelt. The houses 
Joyning one to another the fire could not be stopt, untill that 
street where it began, and that where I then dwelt was consumed 
with the flames, as also the publick meetinghouse and several 
other dwellings. It fell in my course (that very day before the 
fire layd wast the meeting house) to preach on those words Rev. 
3.3. Remember how you hast received and heard. so that I preached 
a Farewell sermon though I was not my selfe aware of it. God 
remembred mercy in this judgment. For though my house was 
presently on fire, I lost only 80 books, but saved a 1000 and most 
of my manuscripts also, which mercy was so great, as that my 
other losses seemed little. And within two years God gave mea 
far better house. And now for the space of halfe a year I preached 
at the other meetinghouses in Boston, so that by occasion of this 
providence I had an opportunity to preach the Gospell to all 
Boston. 


In the year 1677 my heart was carried out in earnest desires 
that I might improve my Time and Talents for Gods glory, and 
the good of his people. I therefore resolved not to allow my selfe 
above 7 hours in 24 (if so much) for sleep, and to spend the rest 
of my Time in attending to the duties of my general and partic- 
ular calling. I considered of a method for the most profitable 
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improvement of my Time. I did then write down as followeth, 

O dear Lord Jesus, you that knowest my workes, Help! Help! 
Help a poor creature, I earnestly beseech thee, to improve his 
Time as shall be most for thi glory, the good of thi people, and the 
Rejoycing of his owne soul, in that day, when I shall see thee my 
Lord, and when I shall speake with thee face to face. Amen! 
Amen! Amen! Amen! Amen! Amen! 

My purpose (by thy help O Lord) is to spend my Time as fol- 
loweth every day. 

The 1 day of the weeke besides my public labors to attend 
catechising and personal instruction in my Family, as time shall 
permit. 

The 2d day of the weeke A.M. to read a chapter with some com- 
mentator thereon. To study part of sermon. P.M. To read 
some Author, and study. 

3d day. A.M. Read Commentator. Study sermon. P.M. 
Endeavor to instruct personally some or other at least in the 
summer Time. Read Authors. 

4th day A.M. read Commentator. Study. P.M. Read 
Authors. study. 

sth day. Read Commentator. Sermon. After lecture, To 
endeavor amongst the ministers to promote what shall be of 
publick advantage. 

6th day A.M. read Commentator. study. P.M. Read Authors. 
study. 

7th day. Read Commentator. Prepare for sabbath. 

Only allowance must be given for visitations, and diversions 
or necessary avocations not foreseen. 


This written down before the Lord. 31. of 8m 1677. 


In this course I contined for some time. But at last so many 
unforseen diversions came in upon me, that I was forced to alter 
the method of my studyes as to some particulars here sett down, 
never intending to bind my selfe by these Rules longer than I 
should find my selfe capable of attending thereto, or untill I 
should know a better method. 
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In the year 1679 A synod was called to meet at Boston to enquire 
into the causes of Gods displeasure against New England and 
scripture expedients for Reformation. Now God in his providence 
did both put respect upon me, and (which was farr greater mercy) 
gave me an opportunity for some peculiar Service to his Name. 
The Revd Mr Cobbet and my selfe were pitched upon to preach 
to that Revd Assembly in the Townhouse at Boston. Sept. 16. 
There were like to be great heats about the synodical Questions 
which had bin agitated Anno 1662. But the Lord favoured me 
so farr as to make me instrumental for the prevention of all 
differences, so that things were carried on with great unanimity. 
The conclusions of that synod together with the epistle dedicatory 
to the general Court were my composure. Had another drawn 
them up I have reason to think that all would have bin better 
done. The synod adjourned till July. In the meane Time, I pre- 
vailed with the people to which I am related, solemnly to renew 
their Church Covenant, in which thing I hope I was instrumental 
of some service both to Christ and to them. 


May 12. 1680. The synod mett again in Boston to conclude on 
a confession of Faith. I found my selfe indisposed as to my 
Health before the synod sat. Nevertheless, considering there 
was some need of my being there, I resolved (by the Lords leave) 
to attend. The deputy Governor and some others were pleased 
out of their undeserved respect to nominate me as Moderator of 
the Assembly for that session, which was consented unto. Whilest 
I was in the Synod the intenseness of my mind about the work 
before me, made me to forgett my illness. But at night I could 
not sleep, nor eat in the day Time. I laboured to dispatch the 
business in hand with all possible speed. And in 2 dayes all was 
comfortably concluded, and the dissolution of the synod pro- 
nounced. I was no sooner gott home, but I grew very ill. But 
before I betooke my selfe to my bed I made a shift to write that 
preface which is now printed with the confession of Faith.* My 
illness proved a dangerous feavor. And after I was recoverd of it, 
an Ague, and a sore cough (thought to be a consumption cough for 


13 4 Confession of Faith (Boston, 1680), Mather’s preface is four pages long. 
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I did often spit blood) brought me very low, that many concluded 
I should never enjoy Health any more. But God stirred up the 
Hearts of his people to be much in prayer for me. This church 
shewed so much love to me, as to set apart 3 dayes to seeke unto 
the Lord by Fasting and prayer that my life might be further con- 
tinued, and my Health restored. And God heard them. I re- 
member when I was sick of my feavor, several of my friends asked 
me [whether?] I did my selfe think, I should then dye. To whom 
I could then Reply, That I was not at all carefull in that matter. 
It was a comfort to me to think that I had endeavord to walk 
before God with a perfect Heart, and to do that which is pleasing 
in his sight. Nevertheless, (I told them) I thought I should not 
dy at that tyme, for I had a great desire to suffer for the Name of 
Jesus Christ. 


In the year 1681 My intimate dear friend Mr Oakes, the godly 
learned president of Harvard Colledge, dyed. The overseers of 
the Colledge desired me to manage the Commencement weeke, 
which (though the warning was very short) to gratify their 
Importunity, I complyed with. After which, both the Fellows 
and overseers chose me to be president in Mr Oakes room. But 
the church to which I am related not consenting to that motion, 
for such reasons as are expressed in their return to the Committee 
of the overseers, I declined that overture. Only managed the 
Commencement the next year again. 


In the year 1682 one belonging to this congregation having 
murderd Himselfe, I was apprehensive that Satan would take 
that advantage to put others upon doing the like; I therefore 
purposed to preach a Sermon dé the evill of selfe murder. But 
having a great respect for the person that had killed Himselfe, I 
layed aside those thoughts for some dayes. But at last was 
marvellously inclined to speak on that subject. Dé which I 
have noted in my diary, 


“July. 18. 1682. This day my former thoughts about preaching 
of the evill of selfe murder returned upon me again. I looked up 
to God, and as I lifted up my heart to him when walking in my 


1961.] Tue AuToBIoGRAPHY OF INCREASE MATHER 307 


garden, I was most strangely moved and melted. I could not 
speake a word for some time. Tears gushed into my eyes, and it 
seemed as if it were said to me, preach on that subject, and you 
shall save both bodyes and souls from death. The lion is among 
thi flock, resist him with the sword of the spirit, and the sheep 
committed to thi charge shall be rescued out of his bloody Jawes. 
What the meaning of this is I know not, but wonder. And some- 
thing of God is therein more than I am aware of.” 

Thus did I then write. The next Lords day I preached a ser- 
mon on Act. 16-27, 28. Some time after which, one (since 
Joyned to the church) told me, that she was at that time about to 
murder her selfe, only that sermon prevented her. Perhaps there 
might be many more such whom I have not heard of, but shall 
hear of it at the great day. 

In May 1683, I promoted a design for a private philosophical 
society in Boston, which I hope may have layed the foundation 
for that which will be for future edification. 

In the latter end of this year, that came to pass, which oc- 
casioned no small Trouble and Temptation to me. For there 
arrived a vessel which brought the Kings declaration, wherein hee 
signifieth to the Countrey that except they would make a full 
submission and entire Resignation to his pleasure, a Quo warranto 
should be prosecuted against their Charter. Some desired me 
to deliver my apprehensions on the Question whether the coun- 
trey could without sin against God make such a Resignation as 
was proposed to them. Several papers were brought to me some 
that came out of England or Holland others written in New 
England which argued for the Negative. I put those arguments 
into Form, and added some more of my owne, and then com- 
municated them to some of the Magistrates, who so well ap- 
proved of them as to disperse copyes thereof, that they came into 
many hands, and were a meanes to keep the Countrey from com- 
plying with that proposal. The other party conjectured me to 
be the authcr of that M.ss. and were not a little displeased there- 


™“ Mather’s manuscript pamphlet may be “Arguments against relinquishing the Char- 
ter,” printed in the “Hutchinson Papers,” in Massachusetts Historical Society, Collections, 
3rd Ser., I (1825), 74-81. 
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at. Nevertheless, I believe it was a good worke, and I hope 
acceptable to the Lord. 

Also on January. 23. The freemen of Boston mett to consider 
what they should do. The deputies of Boston and several others 
requested me to be present and to give my thoughts as to the case 
of conscience before them. In the Townhouse I made a short 
speech to the Freemen in these words, “‘As the Question is now 
stated, (viz. whether you will make a full submission and entire 
Resignation of your Charter and priviledges of it, to his Majesties 
pleasure) wee shall sin against God if wee vote an Affirmative 
to it. The scripture teacheth us otherwise. Wee know that 
Jephthah said, That which the Lord our God has given us, shall 
not we possess! And Naboth, tho he ran a great hazard by the 
refusal, yet said, God forbid that I should give away the Inheri- 
tance of my Fathers. Now would it be wisdome for us to comply. 
Wee know that David made a wise choice, when He chose to fall 
into the hands of God rather than into the hands of men. If wee 
make a full submission and entire Resignation to pleasure, we fall 
into the hands of men immediately. But if wee do it not, we keep 
ourselves still in the hands of God, and Trust ourselves with his 
providence and who knoweth what God may do for us? More- 
over, there are examples before our eyes, the consideration where- 
of should be of weight with us. Our brethren hard by, what have 
they gained by their readiness to submit and comply, who if they 
had abode by their liberties longer would not have bin miserable 
so soon. And wee hear from London, that when it came to they 
would not make a full submission and entire Resignation to pleas- 
ure, lest haply their posterity should curse them. And shall we 
do it then? I hope there is not one Freeman in Boston that will 
dare to be guilty of so great a sin. However, I have discharged 
my conscience in thus delivering my selfe to you.” 

Upon this speech many of the Freemen wept, and they said 
generally, ‘we thank you Sir for this instruction and encourage- 
ment. The Question being put to vote was carried in the Negative 
Nemine Contradicente. This Act of Boston had a great Influence 
on the Countrey, many other Towns following this example. 
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In June 1684. I was a 3d time visited with a dangerous Feavor 
which brought me to the gates of death. But the Lords people 
by their prayers brought me back again once more. I was no 
sooner raised from my sick bed, but a vessel from London brought 
letters which did inform of ill designs against me at Whitehall. 
For by meanes of the malice and perfideousness of the Randolphs® 
and William Wharton, some letters of mine sent to Amsterdam 
were carried to Westminster. In which letters I expressd my 
sentiments dé the evill of the Times in respect of persecution, 
and profaneness which did abound, and that it seemed as if now 
were the slaughter of the witnesses spoken of Rev. 11. And 
altho I said not one word of the King yet it was very easy for ill- 
minded men to wrest my words, and put their owne construction 
on them; so that my danger was very great. Moreover, the 
wicked persons mentioned forged a letter (a large one 3 sides in 
folio) which was full of Treasonable expressions, pretended to be 
written at Boston 10m. 3. 1683. and they subscribed my Name to 
it. Yet not so much as one line of it was ever written by me. 
Howbeit, that letter was read before the King and his Council. 
This affliction proved a mercy to me. For it caused much prayer 
to be made for me, not only by my owne flock here in Boston, but 
up and down in the Countrey. It also put me upon renewing my 
Covenants with God. I have thus recorded. July. 16. 1684. 

“T find in the scripture that when the Servants of God have 
bin distressed, they have made vows to the Lord. I being in some 
distress because I hear that some letters which I sent to Holland 
are fallen into the hands of some at Whitehall, do humbly vow to 
the Lord, 

“If God will save me from the evill designed against me, and 
if hee will be so gracious as to send tidings from London that hee 
has deliverd me from the malice of those that have sought my 
soul, Then God shall be my God, and I will (Christ helping me) 
endeavor to do more for his glory than ever yet I have done. 

“My Lord and my God! When did any servant of thine, vow 


to thee in sincerity, but you hadst respect tohim? And shall I be 


8 Edward Randolph was customs collector and sole official agent of the English crown in 
New England. He was for a short time assisted by his brother Giles. 
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the first whom you wilt not regard? Iam thinesave me! Amen! 
O my Lord and my God! Amen! Amen! My God has saved 
me.” 

Thus did I then write. That which troubled me was, that 
I was like to suffer as an evill doer through the malice and false- 
hood of wicked men. Might I have suffered for any Truth which 
I had been witness to, I could have rejoyced in it. But now 
God was not like to have glory by my sufferings, which was a 
very sad thought. But the Lord overruled things so, as no hurt 
came to me. Only I was made a reproach in the world. For 
Lestrange, in his Observator, Nov. 26, 27. and Dec. 1. 1684, 
has published some part of that forged Letter and so takes oc- 
casion to abuse me according to his wonted maner. Also, Sr 
Richard Dutton brought a copy of that pretended letter to 
Barbados and dispersed it, in the West Indies, that so Hee might 
expose me to obloquy and reproach in those parts of the world. 
I could now read the Booke of psalmes with particular application 
and more feelingly than ever in my life before. I could now say, 
princes have sat and spoken against me. I am filled with the con- 
tempt of them that are at ease. The proud have had me greatly 
in derision. They have forged a ly against me. They have digged 
pits for me. The wicked have wayted for me to destroy me. 
Deliver me not to the will of mine enemies; False witnesses are 
risen up against me, and such as breath out cruelty. And in- 
numerable other passages in the Psalmes could I then read and 
pray over so as never before nor since. 


The consideration of my late sickness put me upon exciting 
the church to looke after another Teaching officer, lest they 
should be left as sheep without a shepherd. Whereupon they did 
unanimously elect (and since ordain) my son Cotton as their 
pastor. I was very backward in consenting to their desires, 
because of my Relation to him. But considering the church 
could not agree in calling any other, I gave way to their Im- 
portunity. And in this thing not only their great love to me was 
manifested, but Isaw in it a marvellous Answer to many prayers. 
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Being sollicitous in my thoughts both as to my owne affairs, 
and also dé the distressed estate which the countrey was in by 
reason of the Quo warranto against the charter, I did set my selfe 
by secret prayer with Fasting, to begg mercy and Salvation for 
New England and for my selfe in particular. 


Aug. 29. 1684. 

Never more cause of deep Humiliation before the Lord, than 
now. The Remembrance of my old sins should humble me. And 
abiding iniquities. pride, passion, selfishness, sensuality, un- 
beleef, inordinate love to creatures etc. My deficiency as to 
spirituall gifts; my great unfruitfullness. 

Of late I have bin sick and near to death. I no sooner began 
to recover, but found Troubles and Tumults amongst the Breth- 
ren in the church. And now I am told that a letter of mine sent 
to Amsterdam is carried to Whitehall, and the Toreys say it is 
Treason, and that I shall be sent for to London, so that my 
estate and life is struck at. 

No minister in New England is so circumstanced as I am, for 
which no reason can be given, but the greatness of my sins above 
any ones in the Land. 

I likewise hear that the great ones in England are offended 
at what I spoke to the Freemen in Boston. In England things 
are sad. As for New England the charter is condemned by a 
Scire facias. 

In my family debts and straits oppress me. 


Humble requests unto God in Jesus Christ 
1. That more of his Holy spirit may be poured on me. 
His presence with me in private Meditations and publick 
ministrations. 
3. Guidance as to what subjects to handle in my publick 
ministry; and let there be a blessing on what is now in the press. 
4. That God would sanctify all his dispensations towards me. 
5. That hee would hear prayer on my behalfe so as to save 
me from evills threatned by enemies, and feared by my friends. 
6. Be mindfull of his people every where, especially in New 
England. 
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7. Guide as to the settlement of this Church, and my sons 
ordination. 

8. Be gracious to my Family. providing for me therein. con- 
tinuing Health to me and mine. 

Put his fear into the Hearts of all my children, that they may 
be all taught of God. 

Amen! and Amen! 


Concerning this day thus spent, I have thus sett down in my 
diary, 

“‘As I was pleading with God for New England that Hee would 
not cause the Hope of his servants dé his salvation to be a hope 
which maketh ashamed, I was exceedingly melted before the 
Lord, and afterwards much revived in my spirit, beleeving that 
God had heard me.” 

Several times after this, I sett my selfe to seeke the Face of 
God, after the same maner and for the same causes. Particularly 
on the 6th of Feb. 1684/s. 

Grounds for deep Humiliation before the Lord. 

My old sins. 

Remaining iniquities. 

Deficiency as to spirituall gifts and attainments. Others think 
I am something, but how are they mistaken. I am nothing. 
Alas for my great unfruitfullness. 

Things are said in England. 

Wofull dayes like to come on New England. 

Lately my brother Timothy dyed by a sudden and Terrible 
stroke of God, not speaking a word after his Fall. 

Humble Requests to God in Jesus Christ. 
1. That I may be more to his glory than ever yet I have bin. 
. That more of the spirit of the Lord Jesus may be poured on 
me. 
. That I may be assisted in that worke of writing dé Christ. 
. Guidance as to my sons ordination both as to time and 
thing. 
. Remember his people in England. 
. Save New England. 
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7. Remember my poor sinfull Family in all respects. 
Amen! O Lord, Amen! 

Concerning this, I have thus Recorded in my diary. Feb. 6. 
1684. “This day spent in my study, in prayer and Meditation, 
with Fasting. As I was praying that God would deliver New 
England I was much moved and melted before the Lord, not 
being able to speake for some time. But then I could not but 
say, God will deliver New England! God will deliver New England! 
God will deliver New England. So did I rise from my knees with 
much comfort and assurance that God had heard me. Those 
things I think were from the spirit of God. Before I prayed, I was 
very sad and dejected in my spirit; but after I had prayed, I was 
very joyfull and cheerfull. I will then wayt for Gods salvation.” 

This very day King Charles II dyed, by whose death Kirk’s 
coming as Governor to New England was prevented, and New 
England was that day delivered. 

The Lord did not make me wait long for the tidings of this 
Salvation, for on April 14 A vessel from England brought the 
tidings of that Kings death, whose life if it had bin prolonged a 
few weekes longer, would have bin the ruin of New England. 
Bloody Kirk would in a few weekes have made horrible slaughters. 

March 19. 1684/5. The overseers of the Colledge did unan- 
imously devolve the care of the Colledge upon me, desiring that 
I would Act as Praeses pro Tempore, till such Time as a settle- 
ment could be procured. I did therefore visit the Colledge usually 
every week the last summer, and managed the Commencement 
a 3d Time; and endeavord the Reformation of those excesses and 
abuses which were wont to be of later years on the Commence- 
ment day and weeke, and therefore did my selfe stay that weeke 
at the Colledge, that so I might prevent disorder and profaneness. 

After the vacation Time was over, I revived the disputations 
of the graduates, and did my selfe moderate in the Colledge Hall 
once a Fortnight untill the extremity of the winter came on. 


Thus have I related the story of my owne life for more than 
46 years, so farr as I am able to recollect, and think convenient to 
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express. And I have done it for my children, that so they might 
sett their hope in God, (the God of their Father, and the God of 
their grand Fathers) and keep his Commandments. If they seeke 
him diligently, and depend on Jesus Christ, that God who has 
carried their Father through all his Temptations, will do the like 
for them. And let them know for their encouragement, that God 
has sometimes (I may say many times) enabled their Father not 
only to pray but to believe for them, so many a Time in secret 
prayer, and at the Lords Table when I have administred before 
him. Dé my son Cotton, I have before expressed how the Lord 
enabled me to beleeve for him, and might have said much more 
regarding that particular Faith which I had for him. I remember 
that many years ago I wrote to his uncle in Ireland, that if ever 
Father had a particular Faith for a child, then I had so for that 
child, of whom I could with Assurance say, God has blessed him, 
yea, and Hee shall be blessed. As to my son Nathaniel, I re- 
member that when he was baptised there was a perswasion 
wrought in my heart (which I think was from God) that the Lord 
would make him an instrument of glory to his Name. And at 


another Time, when hee was dangerously sick of a Fevor praying 
with him in my Family, God stirred up Faith in my Heart for 
him. And several times in secret prayer, some of which are noted 
in my diaryes. Anno 1670. pag. 89, 90. Diary Anno. 1674. 
p. 158. Anno 1675. p. 5, 6, 7, and 68. 


Dé my son Samuel, in my papers of observations, I have thus 
recorded. June. 22. 1676. My samuel being dangerously sick I 
earnestly prayed for him, and God enable me to beleeve that the 
child should live to be an instrument of doeing Service and bring- 
ing glory to the Name of God. I pleaded former arguments with 
God to spare him. I also again renewed my promise to endeavor 
to bring him up for a special Service of God, And I promised the 
Lord that if he would have compassion on the child, I would 
record his goodness, that the child when he shall be of years of 
discretion might see it, and know what God had done for him, and 
what ingagement Hee is under, to love, serve, and live to God in 
Jesus Christ. And that he might see how his Father has prayed 
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and Trusted in the Lord forhim. After I had prayed, as I was 
in my garden, and had this solilogui, ‘““God has heard my prayer 
for this child, God will answer me, and the child Shall live to do 
service for the lord his God, and the God of his Father.” My 
heart was melted before the Lord, which meltings I think were 
the worke of his Holy spirit. And therefore I am not altogether 
without hope, that this child shall be blessed and made a blessing 
in his generation. Amen! O God, in Christ Jesus, Amen! 

In the year 1679, it came into my heart that I should set apart 
some time by Fasting and prayer to seeke unto God for that child 
in special, which I did 3 dayes in 3 several moneths. And I find 
that I have thus recorded in my diary. 

May 14. 1679. This day spent in prayer and Meditation, with 
Fasting, meltings of Heart and many Tears before the Lord, in 
special in crying to heaven for my Samuel, that converting grace 
might be bestowed on him. I think God sayd to me by his Holy 
Spirit, According to thi faith be it done unto thee; and I was 
perswaded that God would bless and give grace to that child. 
Amen! dear Lord Jesus. Amen! 

I have also thus recorded. Aug. 9. 1679. This day spent in 
prayer with Fasting in my study. A special thing which I prayed 
for, was, that the Lord would pour his spirit on my Samuel. This 
is the third Time that I have Fasted and prayed for that child. 
And I am perswaded that Hee shall be blessed. God has heard me. 

Dé my daughter Mariah,I find that in my Observations I have 
thus Recorded. January. 7. 1676. This evening I called my 
Mariah into my study, exhorting and charging her to fear and 
serve God, and labor after an Interest in Jesus Christ. After she 
was gone, I earnestly prayed to God for her, saying, Lord, I can 
not give thee rest except you convert this child. O circumcise her 
heart to love thi Name. Thou hast promised it, and I trust it 
shall be so. Thus did the Lord enable me to beleeve for her, and 
to cast her upon Christ. 

As for Bettee and Sarah, the Lord has enable me to pray and 
hope for them also, the particulars whereof I shall not here relate. 
I can truly say (through grace) I have not one child whom I have 
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not by Name prayed for every day and night since they came into 
the world, except when I have bin sick and unable to pray at all. 
I then commend them all to God, And let them know assuredly 
that if they do not repent of sin, beleeve on Christ, and fear and 
serve God, their Fathers prayers will aggravate their eternal 
misery in another world, which mercy forbid! 


It has bin my maner constantly to set a day apart in my study, 
before I administred at the Lords Table. And I would not for 
all this worlds good, be without the Answer of those prayers. I 
have often mett with Christ at his Table. Some of the meltings 
of my soul before him upon such occasions I noted down in my 
diary, as soon as I returned into my study. It may be it will be 
for the spirituall edification of my children that I should here 
transcribe some of those experiences. I shall therefore insert 
these which follow, 


March. 30. 1673. I was this day much affected in administring 
the Lords supper, especially in the last prayer, saying, Now dear- 
est Lord, If ever there were poor creatures in this world, that had 
cause to love and bless the Lord, we are they. Wee have done 
thee Infinite wrong, but you hast forgiven us all those wrongs, and 
dealest with us as with thi friends this day. How can wee but 
mourn for the wrong wee have done thee? If wee had wronged 
though an enemy, and that in a small matter, wee should grieve 
for it. But wee have wronged the son of God our Savior; yea wee 
have killed him. Hee had never come to the cross, had it not bin 
for our sins as wee are the elect of God. But this blood which 
wee have shed has procured our pardon, as it did for the Jewes 
that killed him, so many of them as belonged to election. Also 
Christ prayed for them, saying, Father forgive them, And so you 
knowest hee has done for us. Christ has sayd before thee dé us, 
Father, forgive them. If children offend their Father much, yet 
if any of them come and say, I am sory for what I have done, I’ll 
do so no more, Father be reconciled to me, will not a Father then 
forgive them? O! our Father, wee have sinned against thee, but 
wee are sory for it, and would do iniquity no more; Father forgive 
us. You knowest our Hearts, you knowest that wee could be 
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glad if wee might never have so much as one sinfull thought in 
our hearts, nor speake so much as one unprofitable word more 
whilest wee live. 

And there is another thing which wee would beg of thee, if ever 
you wilt hear the cries of poor creatures, deny us not that re- 
quest, It is O Lord, that you wouldst sanctify us by thy spirit. 


March. 1. 1673/4. I was this day much affected at the Lords 
Table saying in prayer, lord, wee shall never perish. They that 
beleeve on Christ shall never perish; And you knowest that we 
beleeve on him. You hast brought us to the blood of sprinkling, 
and therefore you wilt bring us to Jesus the Mediator of the new 
Covenant, and wee shall behold his glory. Wee shall see our 
Joseph, our Jesus in all his glory. Wee shall behold King Solomon 
in all his glory. Yea, Solomon in all his glory was not arayed as 
Christ is; wee shall see that glory, and shall sit with him on 
thrones of glory. 


August. 23. 1674. Graciously affected in the Lords work this 
day. Some quickenings at the Lords supper, especially in the 
last prayer, saying, O Heavenly Father and our God in Jesus 
Christ, wee have avouched thee to be our God, and now wee know 
that you hast avouched us to be thi people, because you hast 
given us thi son, and you wilt with him give us all things. Father, 
wee humbly expect from thee, that according to thi Covenant, 
even the new Covenant, you wilt forgive us our iniquities. Such 
is the grace of thi Covenant as that you wilt not impute our in- 
firmities to us, if they be our burden, and you knowest that they 
are so. Wee put the Answer of our prayers upon that, and are 
willing to be denyed if it be not so. But you that searchest hearts, 
knowest that you hast created such a spirit within us. Wee are 
willing to be delivered from all sin, and wee are willing to yeild 
Holy perfect obedience to all thi commands, tho’ how to perform 
wee find not. Father Father, deal with us as with thi children! 

Sept. 9. 1677. Quickned at the Lords Table, especially in 
praying that God would remember his Covenant with children, 
saying before the Lord, Lord! our Fathers and mothers (as for 
many of us wee may say it) are now in glory, and you wilt bring 
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us to be with them, and also our children after us, so as that they, 
and wee, and our children shall together sound forth thi prayses 
to eternity. In speaking thus, Tears gushed from me before the 
Lord. I trust prayer and Faith shall not be in vain. Oh! I have pre- 
vailed and obtained mercy for my poor children. Amen! Lord Jesus! 


These are some (and but some) of the experiences which I 
could mention. There are more in my diaries, and many which 
I have not written down. Nor am I willing that these should be 
known till after my death. 

By the things which have bin related, it is manifest, that the 
Lord has had respect to my wishes written down before him 
January 11. 1670. For 1. Hee has put into my hands peculiar 
opportunities and advantages for Service to his Name. Some- 
times in the pulpit, especially when I have preached to the Gen- 
erall Court, Also in respect of the press, not only in New England 
but at London, and in Holland. By meanes whereof I hope I 
shall leave those things behind me, that will do some good in the 
world, after I shall be gone out of it. And in respect of the 
Colledge. 2. Hee has restored and continued my Health and 
life and enabled me to finish all those things which were in my 
Heart to do for him about 15 years ago, and other things besides. 
3. Hee has so farr gratified my desires of suffering for him, as 
that my Name has bin cast forth as vile, and wicked men in 
England, Scotland, Ireland, Holland, Barbados, Nevis etc—have 
bin speaking all maner of evill of me falsely. And I would faign hope 
that the ground of these my sufferings has bin, because I have 
desired to approve my selfe faithfull to the Lord Jesus and to his 
Kingdome and Interest. 

But when I consider all, I am greatly confounded, and ashamed 
to think how little I have done for God and for Jesus Christ, and 
how short I have fallen of the obligations the Lord has brought me 
under, that I should glorify his Name. Hee may now justly put 
an end to my dayes, and take me out of the world because I am 
(and ever have bin) an unprofitable servant. Were it not for the 
Righteousness of Christ, I should despair forever. In him looke 
upon me and save me, O Lord my God. 
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(December. 24. 1685) Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. 

I have preached in Boston above 24 years. In which Time, 
the Lord has enabled me to preach over the whole body of di- 
vinity. It was 18 years from my beginning to my finishing that 
worke. Likewise, I have (after my weake maner) opened and 
applyed the 8 Beatitudes (as they are called) The parable dé the 
wise and Foolish Builder, The parable of the sower, The parable 
of the Tares. The 2d chapter of the Epistle to the Ephesians, 
The 2 chapter of the Revel. and the 3d to verse 12. The 10 
Commandments, and the Lords prayer (as it is commonly called) 
Besides many other Scriptures. 

Eph. 6. from vers. 9 ad 19 inclusive. 

Rom. 8 ad vers. 36. 


In the latter end of the year 1685, a\ wicked man sett up a 
dancing school in Boston, who taught promiscuous dances; and 
many in Boston; yea, some church members did encourage him. 
This caused me to write that little discourse against profane and 
promiscuous dancing, then printed;!* which had some good effect 
in convincing several of the evill of such a practice. 

In the year 1686, the state of the Colledge was altered with the 
Civil Government; The Rectorship whereof was then devolved 
upon me. 

This year, I looked upon it as my duty to withstand the 
superstitious and profane practices which now began to prevayl 
in New England. And therefore wrote something dé the unlaw- 
fullness of the Common prayer Worship, and of Kissing the 
Booke in swearing’’—Also, Against Health drinking, unlawfull 
Games, Christmas Keeping, Shrove Tuesday, and the like 
vanities 

Febr. 27. 1686. After I came from preaching this Lords day, 
as I was praying alone in my study for good tidings out of Eng- 


16 An Arrow against Profane and Promiscuous Dancing (Boston, 1684 [i.e., 1685]). 


1 4 Brief Discourse Concerning the Unlawfulness of the Common-Prayer Worship [Cam- 
bridge, 1686]. For this important book see Thomas J. Holmes, Increase Mather, A Bib- 
liography, I, 46-63. 


8 4 Testimony Against Several Prophane and Superstitious Customs (London, 1687). 
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land, I was much melted before the Lord. Again, on March 11. 
I sought unto God in secret with tears that hee would send re- 
viving Newes out of England. I could not but beleeve that it 
would be so. All this spring in my Family but especially closet 
prayers, I was still inclined to make the same Request. And 
behold! on May 19 a vessel arrived from London with the Kings 
declaration for liberty to Non-Conformists. 

This year (1687) contrary to all expectation the Commence- 
ment work was the sth Time cast upon me. 

I am now wayting and praying for an earthquake, which shall 
issue in the downfall of the Lords enemies and the exaltation of 
Christs Kingdome and Interest. 


Considering that it might prove Advantageous to the Coun- 
trey, if an Address of Thankes to the King for his declaration of 
Indulgence, should be sent from New England I proposed that 
matter to the ministers in Boston (in Sept. 1687) who consented, 
and accordingly it was left to me to direct it unto some Gentlemen 
in London, who presented it, and wrote me, that it came very 
seasonably, administring an happy opportunity to take off some 
misrepresentations of the Countrey, which they that bear us no 
good will had lately abused this poor people with. 

In October, I moved that our churches (and not the ministers 
only) might Thank the King for his declaration, which was 
readily complyed with by 1o churches. It was by sundry good 
and wise men judged expedient that some one should go to Lon- 
don with this Address, who might there obtain an Interest in such 
NonConformists as have the Kings ear; and in special take care 
for the well settlement of the Colledge. Several advised me to 
go. Some of my owne flock who I thought would never have 
consented to any such thing, did (to my amazement) signify 
their willingness that I should ingage in such a service. Here- 
upon, I sett my selfe with Fasting and prayer, to seeke the Lord 
about it. On dec. 10. 1687. I spent the day alone with God in 
my study, and prayed to him, that if Hee would not have me to 
go for England that then the brethren of the church might not 
consent, but that if God would have me to go, that then Hee 
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would incline the Hearts of the Brethren accordingly, so should I 
know his mind. The next day, I mentioned the thing to the 
church, saying to them, that I knew not how to discern the mind 
of God, but by them. And that if they sayd to me Stay I would 
stay, but if they sayd to me Go, I would cast my selfe on the 
providence of God and go in his Name. They unanimously 
consented. 


My purpose for England was no sooner noysed abroad, but 
Randolph (the Adversary of this Judah) caused an officer to 
Arrest me (on a Satturday dec. 24) for a pretended defamation. 
This caused much prayer (both in Boston and elsewhere) to be 
made for me continually: And God was pleased graciously to 
Answer. For when the Court sat (January. 31.) the overruling 
providence of God so ordered that there were but two Common 
prayer-men of the Jury (whereas it was thought all the Jury would 
have bin picked of such, only to do me an ill turn) and the whole 
Jury cleared me, and Randolph was ordered to pay Costs of 
Court, instead of obtaining 500 li of me, which hee hoped for. 
Thus has God bin my Helper! 

March. 13. This day I was strangely melted in my spirit and 
perswaded that God would be with me in my going for England 
and that I should there do some service for him and for his 
people. 

March. 27. 1688. Randolph sent an officer to arrest me again: 
but providence had so ordered that I had taken physick that 
morning, and thereby escaped the snare that was layd for me, 
and [...] untill I was informed of the evill designs aginst me. 

March. 28. This day the ministers in Boston Fasted and 
prayed with me on occasion of my intended voyage for England. 
In the morning as I was alone in my study praying, I was ex- 
ceedingly melted before the Lord, and could not but say, God 
will give me to find things in England in such a state as that I 
shall have an opportunity to do service for his people in New 
England. I now know it will be so; for thou O Lord God hast 
told me that it will be so! This I found to be so, at my first 
arrival in England and all the Time of my being there. 
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I will trust in the Lord forever. Hee is the rock of ages, and the 
rock of my salvation! 


Observables dé my voyage to England 
in the year 1688. 

1. The enemies of the good people in New England (who were 
in a peculiar maner my enemies) failed in their designs of prevent- 
ing my purpose for England. I went to Sr Edmund Andros (who 
was then the governor and oppressor of New England) and ac- 
quainted him with my designs for london. I did also give notice 
of it to the whole Countrey in a lecture sermon on Exod. 33.15. 
Whereupon Edward Randolph being assisted by Benjamin 
Bullivant the Apothecary who was then a Justice of peace, (men 
whose names will stink in New England to the worlds end) and 
others of that fraternity, doubting that I might make complaints 
to the King of their irregular proceedings, especially of their con- 
tempt manifest of the Kings declaration for Indulgence to dis- 
senters in matters relating to conscience; they caused an officer to 
go to my house, with a design to arrest me in an action of Scandal, 
on a pretended defamation of Randolph, (for which I had bin 
arrested once before, and the Court found for me against Ran- 
dolph, and ordered him to pay cost of Court.) But it so hapned 
that I had taken some working physick that morning, which 
caused me to refuse to speake with the officer altho I knew 
nothing of his design. Within an hour there was a report in the 
Town that I was arrested and Bullivant who signed the writt was 
the Reporter: thereby I came to understand what their evill 
devices were, and kept my dores shut for several dayes, not going 
abroad my selfe. March. 30. 1688, many of the church came to 
me desiring that I would not appear in publick on the Lords 
day because wicked men were lying in wait to apprehend me. 
In the night about 10h, after I had commended my Family to 
God, I left my owne House: I put on a wigg, and a white cloke. 
Nevertheless, I understood afterwards that a man (whose name 
was Thurton) being one of Randolphs creatures and appointed to 
watch my motions and to apprehend me, when Hee saw me, and 
knew me by my gate, his heart failed him, and Hee professed Hee 
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had no power (notwithstanding his being empowred by the 
marshall) to lay his hands on me. That night I lodged at Capt. 
Philips in Charles Town, and did there keep my selfe private until 
April. 1. when after the sabbath was over several pious young men 
of my flock came to me desiring me to remove to a more private 
place, because Randolphs emissaries were searching for me in 
many places. I therefore removed about midnight to A. Wayes 
in Rumney Marsh. April. 3. In the night some friends with my 
sons Cotton and Samuel came to me, and attended me to 
pulling-point, where Mr. Rucks Ketch lay to assist me in my 
voyage. There I left my son Cotton, and tooke Samuel with me 
for England. 


April. 4. At breake of day, wee sailed towards plymouth, 
waiting for the ship from Boston in which I had bespoke my 
passage. There wee continued several dayes and nights. April. 7. 
Having notice by a shallop belonging to mr David Edwards 
which was appointed to attend my motions, that the ship was 
coming from Boston, the Ketch wherein I was sailed towards the 
ship (called the President, Arthur Tanner master) where I was 
gladly received, and comfortably accomodated. Thus did God 
preserve me from the malice of those wicked men who were then 
in power in New England. And my dearest friends were active 
in sending me away, like those that let Paul down at a window in 
a basket that his enemies might not have their will on him. 


2. I had a great desire (if the Lord should see it good) to see 
my old friends in dorsetshire. And providence so ordered it. 
God gave us a comfortable passage. and deliverd us from some 
eminent dangers. Both in respect of Islands of Ice which we 
were surrounded with, April 17, 18, 19. Wee came within a mile 
of one of them as bigg as egg rock at Lyn in New England and 
higher than that. It oversett in our sight having many gulls 
upon it. May. 10. A foggy day. About noon wee discovered 
rocks on the starboard side of the ship, which we were running 
upon. Here was a merciful preservation. Wee altered our course, 
and within 2 hours mett with a fishing boat. The men (who be- 
longed to St Joseph in Cornwall) were barbarously uncivil to us, 
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refusing io tell us where wee were, untill I called them into the 
great cabin and gave them 4 halfe crowns. Then they assured 
me, wee were gott into the wrong channel, and were sailing 
towards Barnstable when wee thought wee were on the other side 
of the land. This was contrary to what these lying Fishermen 
had before declared, no doubt designing to have our ship made a 
wreck. Only my 10s made them to speake the Truth. Wee 
sailed back again round Sylly. May. 16. A Weymouth boat 
coming by our ship, I left the ship, and went on shore in the boat 
(taking my Samuel with me). This was the last Town which I 
was in when I left England Anno 1661. and providence so ordered 
it that Weymouth was the first Town that I sett my foot on 
shore in after 27 years absence from England. And this was 
according to my desire. For here my old friends were overjoyed 
to see me again. The next day I preached the Lecture at Mel- 
comb Regis. After which I rode to dorchester, where my old 
friends Mr and mrs Dammer under whose roof I had sojourned 
many moneths, (almost 30 years before) did entertayn me with 
the greatest respect and joy Imaginable, professing that there 
was not a man upon earth whom they were more glad to see. 
I stayed a weeke at dorchester, and preached there on the Sab- 
bath amongst some of my old acquaintance. But most of those 
with whom I had bin intimate were dead. 

On May 25. 1688. God brought me (and my Samuel) alive 
and in Health to London. Here I mett with mr Stephen Lob, 
who was then often at Court.” Hee informed the King that I 
was come over from New England with some Adresses to his 
Majesty, who appointed me to attend him the next day. May 30. 
I attended in the Long Gallery in Whitehall where I knew the 
King would come about 10h. When Hee came I offered to 
kneele, but the King bid me not do it. I then sayd, Sr, your 
Majesties most loyal subjects in New England, do with all pos- 
sible veneration present this Address of Thankes to your Majesty, 
for your most gracious declaration of Indulgence. The King 


1 Stephen Lobb was the pastor of an independent congregation in Fetter Lane, London. 
Because he was able to maintain his Independency in church matters and still become a 
familiar figure at King James’ court, Lobb was nicknamed the “Jacobite Independent.” 


1961.] Tue AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF INCREASE MATHER 325 


replyed, read it sir, which I did, and told him it was subscribed 
by 20 ministers in New England in the name of their several con- 
gregations. Then I again gave it to the King who tooke it out of 
my hands and sayd, I am glad my subjects in New England are 
sensible of any ease or benefit by my declaration. And it shall 
continue. I hope by a Parliament to obtain a Magna Charta for 
liberty of conscience. I then presented the Plymouth Address, 
to which the King replyed, I kindly accept of this Address also, 
and say again, as I sayd before, you shall have a Magna Charta 
for liberty of conscience. 


3. God ordered the season of my Arrival in England so as was 
for the best. For King James was nearly fallen out with the 
Bishops. so that Hee and His ministers thought it their Interest 
to be kind to Nonconformists. The Roman Catholicks at Court 
were very courteous to me. How often did I think of that 
Scripture, they shall take up serpents, and if they drink any 
deadly thing it shall not hurt them. March. 16. 18. Those 
serpents contrary to their natures were so farr from hurting me, 
as that they were very kind to me. WNevil Payn told me that 
Father Peters would be glad to speake with me, and that Hee was 
willing to concern Himselfe for the obtaining of kindnesses for 
New England but I durst not Trust him, nor did I ever exchange 
10 words with him, notwithstanding the Reports which some 
malicious spirits invented (and printed) dé my Intimacy with 
Peters.© Some that were friends to New England advised me to 
it, but my Answer to them was, that it was next going to the 
devill for help, and I could not find in my Heart to doit. Since I 
have seen that it was a gracious providence that did prevent me. 

Within halfe a year after my Arrival in England, the Revolu- 
tion hapned by meanes whereof I had a wonderfull opportunity 
put into my hands to prevent evill, and obtain good for New 
England as I shall hereafter declare. 

4. Providence ordered my acquaintance with such persons as 
did exceedingly advantage me for a most successful management 


* Henry Neville Payne was a Restoration playwright and court intriguer. Edward 
Petre was a Roman Catholic priest and James II’s confessor. 


a 
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of my Negotiations in behalfe of New England. In King Jamess 
Time, my acquaintance with Mr Pen, Counsellor Owen, and mr 
Lob proved a mercy to New England they being then all of them 
great at Court, and willing to concern themselves for New Eng- 
land. To give mr Pen his due, Hee did in my hearing in the 
Kings closet (when no one has bin present besides the King Pen 
and I) advise King James to be kind to his subjects in New 
England. I have noted in my diary June. 18. 1688 that mr Pen 
sayd to me being then at Whitehall, that Hee had bin considering 
the New England affair. That Nicolson should be removed. 
That something should be sent to Andros that would nettle his 
nose; and that if Hee did not comply therewith Hee should be 
turnd out of his government. That the true reason of this was 
the state of affairs was now changed in England, but (sayd Hee) 
they in New England will think you art the only cause of it, and 
that will make them afraid of you. Likewise, my acquaintance 
with the Nonconformist ministers at London was a mercy. I 
used to indent with some of them, that if they would spare Time 
to go unto such or such a great person of their acquaintance, and 
improve their Interest in him for New England then I would 
gladly assist them in preaching. After the prince of Oranges in- 
tended discent was known, King James sent for many of the dis- 
senting ministers both presbyterians and congregational men. 
They did (upon my sollicitations) pray him to be kind to their 
brethren the dissenters in New England. Mr Alsop” told him, 
that some made an objection against his Majesties being real in 
his declaration, which He knew not Himselfe how to Answer, And 
that was, that whereas in his declaration Hee did promise liberty 
and a confirmation of property to dissenters in England, there was 
a whole nation of dissenters in New England who notwithstand- 
ing his declaration, had liberty and property taken from them. 
The King told them that Hee knew not of it, untill of late that 
I had informed him how it was with his subjects there and Hee 
would take an effectual Course to remedy what was amiss, or 
words to that purpose. 


“Vincent Alsop was a celebrated Presbyterian minister who, like Stephen Lobb, 
appeared frequently at James’ court. 
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After the Revolution my intimate acquaintance with Sr Henry 
Ashurst proved a singular mercy to New England for Hee (being 
a member of parliament) concerned Himselfe to the utmost in 
that capacity to serve this countrey. I also became acquainted 
with the leading men in the convention parliament, particularly, 
Sr Edward Harley, Sr John Thomson, Mr Sacheveril, Alderman 
Love, Mr John Hampden, Sr John Somers, the three mr Foleyes, 
and others by meanes whereof it was, that votes in the House of 
Commons, and a bill for reversing the Judgment against the old 
charter, did pass that House.” 


Mr Griffith brought me into acquaintance with my Lord 
Wharton by whom I was introduced to King William, and became 
known unto many of the nobility, whose favor I did sollicit for 
New England. And so did that noble Lord upon all occasions 
with the King and with the Lords of the council, as if Hee had 
been constituted an Agent for the Countrey. 


Also, my being brought into acquaintance with several of the 
Bishops proved advantageous to New England. Major Thomp- 
son brought me to be acquainted with Dr Burnet the Bishop of 
Salisbury, who told me that Hee would declare openly in the 
House of Lords, that there was a greater sacredness in the charter 
of New England than in those of the corporations in England 
because those were only acts of grace, whereas the charter of 
New England was a contract between the King and the first 
patentees. They promised the King to inlarge his dominions on 
their owne charges, provided that they and their posterity after 
them might enjoy such and such priviledges. They had per- 
formed their part. Now for the King to deprive their posterity of 
priviledges therein granted was great injustice. I remember my 
Lord Wharton sayd to me, that my having ingaged the Bishop of 
Salisbury to appear for New England was the best Jobb I had 
done these 7 years. 


2 This was the Corporation Bill, designed primarily to restore charters to English 
boroughs. The bill never became law. For colonial interest in it see Leo Francis Stock, 
ed., Proceedings and Debates of the British Parliaments respecting North America, II (Wash- 
ington, 1927), 8, n. 1. 
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Mr Hilton of Newington-Green (an excellent good man) 
being intimate with Dr Tillotson the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
brought me into acquaintance with him also, which proved a 
great mercy to New England. For Hee did upon my sollicitations 
oftentimes concern Himselfe for the good of this Colony, praying 
both the King and Queen to be kind to their subjects here. I 
remember Hee told me, that he had sayd to the King it would not 
do well for him to take away any of those priviledges from the 
people of New England which had bin granted to them by King 
Charles. I. 

My being known to some Ladyes of Honor who were frequently 
with and had great Interest in the Queen, was likewise advan- 
tageous. The Countess of Southerland (a very pious and ad- 
mirably prudent lady) did sollicit both the King and Queen with 
great Importunity to be kind to New England. She told me 
(October. 6. 1690) that the Queen sayd to her, my Lady Souther- 
land trouble yourselfe no more about New England. They shall 
have what they desire; I have spoken to the King for them, and 
Hee has promised me that their priviledges shall be restored to 
them. 


Moreover, the Countess of Anglesey (she was a member of 
Dr Owens church) my Lady Clinton (who is one of mr Alsops 
church) Madam Lockart all of them Ladyes of honor belonging to 
the Court, did through my sollicitations pray the Queens favor 
to her subjects in New England. 


6. I had (through the gracious providence of God) singular 
advantages put into my hands (I wish I had had wisedom to 
improve them) to serve my Countrey, by reason of that access 
which I had unto two Kings successively, and to the present 
Queen, and plainly, particularly, and privately to lay before 
them the state of their subjects in New England and to entreat 
Royal favor for them. I did on the very day when I had bin 
admitted into the Royal presence, write down what I had spoken, 
and what Answers I had. Besides what is above expressed dé 
my Addresses to King James, I have (in my Day Booke) noted 
that on June. 1. 1688, being admitted into the Kings closet, I 
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sayd to him, Sr your Majesties most loyal Subjects in New Eng- 
land think they can never be sufficiently thankfull to God and to 
your Majesty for your gracious declaration of Indulgence. The 
King replyed, I am sure they that are truly conscientious are 
pleased with my declaration. As for those that are not satisfied 
with it, they are men that have little Tricks and designs of their 
owne. I was for liberty of conscience before I was King And I 
thank God that since I was King I have bin able to give ease to 
my subjects in matters relating to conscience. I then sayd to 
the King your subjects in New England are a people that were 
persecuted thither on the meer account of Religion: Inasmuch as 
your Majesty has delivered them from the fears of a future persecu- 
tion, they are transported with joy and dutifull affection to your 
Majesty, and there are many hundreds of them who are desirous 
that I should assure your Majesty of it. The King then asked me, 
whether Sr Edmund Andros did give good satisfaction to his 
subjects there. I replyed, Sir, if Hee would but duely attend to 
your Majesties declaration, the people there would be well satis- 
fyed. Does Hee not do it? sayd the King. I replyed again, There 
have bin some of your subjects fined and imprisoned, because 
they out of Scruple and tenderness of conscience declined swearing 
by the Booke. I brought an Address of Thankes to your Majesty 
from more than 20 congregations. I believe all the congregations 
in New England would have concurred in that Address, had not 
the ministers bin discouraged by Sr Edmond, who bid them have 
a care what they did, and one of the Counsil there sayd, we should 
not make Addresses to the King without their Leave. The 
ministers in Boston proposed to their congregations that they 
might keep a day of Thanksgiving to bless God for his goodness 
in making your Majesty their King. Sr Edmond sent for them, 
and bid them keep the day at their perill, and that if they did so, 
Hee would send souldiers that should guard them and their 
meeting Houses too, so that they durst not go on with their in- 
tended Thanksgiving. I wonder at that (sayd the King) for in 
other forreign plantations, the Governors themselves have sent 
me Thankes for my declaration. I then expressed my selfe to the 


\ 
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King in these words, Sir, All the confidence and hope of your 
subjects in New England is under God in your Majesty. They 
are perswaded that God in whose hand is the Heart of Kings, 
will incline your Royal Heart to releeve them, when once you 
shall understand how it is with them, being perswaded of your 
Justice and clemency. The King seemed pleased, and replyed, 
No man shall be more ready to relieve them than I will. Do you 
therefore bring to me in writing the things that trouble you. 
Upon which I kneeled to his Majesty, and Hee held out his hand 
to me, and I kissed it, and tooke my leave for that Time. 

July. 2. I was again admitted to his Majesty then in his 
closet at Whitehall. I presented a petition and memorial in be- 
halfe of New England. As I kneeled down the King put forth his 
hand to take me up, and told me, I should not kneel, and then 
received the papers out of my hand, saying, I suppose those 
papers concern New England. That they are about the same 
things of which you had some discourse with me not long since: 
and then put them into his pocket and sayd, Hee would take care 
about that affair. 


Only Mr Lob and Counsellor Owen were with me. Mr Lob 
sayd that if his Majesty would be kind to New England it would 
have a good Influence on dissenters in England. The King 
replyed, I beleeve so. Mr Owen sayd, if his Majesty would cause 
something to be published in behalfe of the dissenters in New 
England that the world might see it, probably it would be of 
great advantage; the King replied, It should be done. I then 
sayd to the King that the chief care of his subjects in New Eng- 
land was, that his Majesty might be acquainted how it was with 
them, and they were confident that then they should be releeved. 
And that it would be an obligation beyond all expression great, 
if his Majesty would grant them a charter for their Colledge: 
That if the Church of England men would build a Colledge for 
themselves no one would object against it; but they thought it 
hard, that the Colledge built by Nonconformists, should be put 
into the hands of Conformists. The Kings reply was, Thats 
unreasonable, and it shall not be. 
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Sept. 26. I was again with the King in his closet. I then sayd 
to him, Sir, I account it my duty most humbly to Thank your 
Majesty, in that you were pleased some Time since to give assur- 
ance that you would confirm to your subjects in New England 
liberty and property according to your gracious declaration. The 
King replyed, I will take the same care of New England as of 
England and you may be sure they shall have what I promised. 
I then sayd, I humbly pray that the matter may be expedited: 
And I know that if your Majesty shall be kind to New England 
it will have a good Influence on your affairs here. The King 
replyed, Trouble your selfe no further, I will take care that the 
thing shall be done with expedition. 


October. 16. I was with the King again in his closet. Hee 
then told me that property, liberty, and our Colledge should all 
be confirmed to us. This was the last Time that I had any con- 
versation with that King. 


After the prince of Orange was come to London, I lost no Time, 
but inasmuch as Hee came to restore charters, endeavored that 
New England charters might be restored as well as those in Eng- 
land. I did accordingly draw up a petition and signed it, My 
Lord Wharton went with me to the prince of Orange then at 
St. Jamess, and presented that petition to his Highness. Jan- 
uary 9. My Lord preferred the petition with great zele and 
affection. Hee told the prince that if Hee knew Hee should dy 
the next day, Hee would do that service for New England and 
that they were a conscientious godly people, and that there were 
proportionally more good men in New England than in any part 
of the world considering how small their numbers were And that 
they did not petition for money or souldiers etc—but for their 
auncient priviledges. The prince Replyed that Hee would take 
care about it; and would give order dé it to his secretary Mr 
Jephson. My Lord went with me to Mr Jephsons chamber, 
and sayd to him, Cousin (for Hee was my Lords Kinsman) 
observe the gentleman, and whenever Hee comes to you, receive him 
as if I came my selfe. Soon after this there was by the instigation 
of some old Courtiers and Jacobites, a circular Letter drawn up 
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to be sent to all the plantations confirming all their old Governors 
till further order. The princes secretary Mr Jephson, shewed me 
the Letter. I told him it would undo New England if sent thither, 
whereupon Hee went to the prince and informed him what I had 
sayed, who thereupon orderd the Letter to be sent to the other 
plantations, and that it should not be sent to New England which 
was an happy Turn for that Countrey. This (if there had bin 
nothing else) was worth my voyage for England. 


March. 14. 1688/9. My Lord Wharton introduced me to the 
King unto whom I sayd, I congratulate your Majesties happy 
accession to the Crown, and I implore your Royal favor to New 
England. The King replyed, you may rest assured that I will 
shew them all the kindness which is in my power to do. I then 
sayd, I may speake it humbly to your Majesty, The prayers of 
New England will stand you in more stead than an army of 
40000 men, such a good and praying people are they. The King 
sayd, I believe they are a good people, but I doubt there have bin 
irregularities in government there. I sayd, that I durst ingage 
that they should be willing to reform any errors. My Lord 
Wharton, sayd, and I’le be their Guarrantee, and here is Mr 
Mather the Rector of the Colledge there, shall be the other; wee 
two will stand bound for New England that for the future they 
shall act regularly. The King sayd that Hee would forthwith 
give order that Sr Edmund Andros should be removed from his 
Government in New England and that Hee should be called to an 
account and that the former magistrates should proclaim the 
present King and Queen. I replyed, that they would do it with 
the Joyfullest Hearts in the world. 


July. 4. 1689. . At Hampton Court, my Lord Wharton intro- 
duced me to the King. I sayd to him, I presume your Majesty 
has bin informed of the great service which your subjects in New 
England have done for your Majesty and for this nation, and 
for the Protestant Interest in securing that Territory for King 
William. The King replyed that Hee had seen some letters 
which did speake of it; and that Hee did kindly accept of what 
they had done. I replyed, That if his Majesty would please to 
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command that his kind acceptance of what they had done should 
be signified to them, it would be a great encouragement. The 
King then sayd, that Hee would give order to the secretary of 
state, to write a Letter to them, to let them understand that 
what they had done was acceptable to him. I then sayd, Hee 
might by the Assistance of New England become Emperor of 
America when Hee pleased. And that I durst ingage for his sub- 
jects in New England that they would most readily venture their 
lives and estates in his service. And that all which was humbly 
desired in their behalfe, was, only that they might enjoy their 
auncient rights and priviledges. To which the King returned 
Answer. I do assure you I will do all that is in my power to do, 
that it may be so. Mr Mead being with me, sayd to the King 
that Hee could not do any thing more gratefull to his dissenting 
subjects in England than to be kind to New England in restoring 
to them their former priviledges. The King bad us rest satisfyed 
that it should be done. 


April. 9. 1691. Madame Lockart this morning about gh 
introduced me to the Queen, and then left me alone that so I 
might the more freely represent before her Majesty the case of 
New England. The discourse was as followeth. Mather sayd, 
I humbly pray your Majesties favor to your good subjects in 
New England. There are none in your Interest more than they 
are; nor any that do with greater devotion pray for your long and 
happy Reign. They have bin exposed to great Troubles on 
account of their loyalty to your Majesty. For the French at 
Canada who have invaded them, and destroyed some of their 
plantations, give that as the Reason, because the people there have 
declared for King William and Queen Mary. They now only 
pray, that they may be resettled in the enjoyment of those 
priviledges, which they were possessed of untill the last year of 
King Charles II. Queen. That matter has bin a long Time 
before the Council. I would have that which is just done for 
them, and not only so but that something of favor should be 
shewed to them. Mather. I most humbly thank your Majesty, 
for the kind words which your Majesty was pleased to speake to 
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my Lady Southerland with respect unto New England. Queen. 
Mr Mather I have had a great character of you from my Lady 
Southerland. I have spoken to the King for New England. Hee 
told me that matter was before the Council. Mather. It has bin 
referred unto the two Chief Justices with the Attorney and the 
Sollicitor general. Wee only pray that the particulars approved 
of by them may be confirmed to us. Queen. Thats Reasonable, 
and I doubt not but that it will be done for you. Mather. I 
humbly begg your Majesty will please to speake a kind word for 
New England to the King upon his Return. You will thereby 
bring the blessing of the prayers of a good people on your Royal 
Person and Government. Queen. I shall be willing to do what I 
can for them. Mather. I have reason to beleeve that your good 
subjects there have bin misrepresented to your Majesty as if they 
were not well affected to Monarchy, but by such representations 
they have much wrong done to them. Some that bear them ill 
will have printed such Reflections on them. Queen. I have not 
heard that of them nor seen all the pamplets that have bin printed 
dé them. Mather. Sr William Phips has with many of your 
Majesties subjects in New England endeavord to inlarge your 
Majesties dominions, and they are willing again to expose them- 
selves in your Majesties service. Queen. Are they able to do 
it? I hear they are in a bad condition. Mather. They are ina 
very deplorable condition, but one reason of it is, because the 
Government there remains unsettled. Queen. That I beleeve, 
it must needs be so. Mather. If by your Majesties favor they 
shall be restored to their former priviledges they will revive, and 
be able to serve your Majesties Interest. Queen. I doubt there 
have bin differences there as well as here about church govern- 
ment. Mather. In New England they are generally those that 
are called NonConformists, but they carry it with all due respect 
to others. We judge some of them to be better men than our- 
selves. This Nation has cause to blesse God for the King and for 
your Majesty in respect of that act of Indulgence and the liberty 
of conscience which through your Majesties favor wee enjoy. 
Queen. That I am for. It is not in the power of men to beleeve 
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that they please, and therefore I think they should not be forced 
in matters of Religion, contrary to their perswasion and con- 
sciences. I wish all good men were of one mind. However, I 
would have them live peaceably and love one another. 


The King was in Holland when I had this discourse with the 
Queen, (1691), but returned to London that moneth. I was very 
desirous once more to plead with the King and to begg his favor 
to New England. The Earle of devonshire spoke to the King 
praying I might have Access to his Majesty. On April. 28. I 
was admitted into his bedchamber. What then passed was as 
followeth. Mather. I most humbly thank your Majesty, in that 
you were graciously pleased to signify to my Lord Devonshire, 
That I might have leave to wayt on your Majesty in the behalfe of 
New England. None of your subjects are or can be more in your 
Interest than they are. Nor are there any that do pray more for 
your long life, and happy reign and the success of your Armes. 
King. Sr, what do you desire I should do for them? Mather. 
May it please your Majesty that they may be restored to their 
auncient priviledges, and that their settlement may be expedited. 
They have an humble confidence that through your Majesties 
goodness they shall be made happy in having their auncient 
priviledges restored to them, which will cause your subjects 
there to be your servants forever. And your Name will then be 
great and famous in those ends of the earth unto all posterity. 
Your Majesty has bin graciously pleased to referr the consider- 
ation of this affair to the two Chief Justices with the Attorney 
and Sollicitor general. We only pray humbly, that what they 
have thought reasonable for us to desire may be granted by your 
Majesty. King. I expect within 2 or 3 dayes to have a Report 
from the Committee of Lords for Plantations, and then shall see 
what may be done. Mather. Your Majesties subjects have bin 
willing to venture their lives to inlarge your dominions. That 
expedition against Canada was a great and a noble undertaking, 
and they are willing to do the like again, if encouraged by your 
Majesty. May it please your Majesty in your great wisedom to 
consider the circumstances of that people. As in your wisedom 
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you have considerd the circumstances of England and of Scotland. 
In New England they differ from other plantations. They are 
such as are called congregational men and Presbyterians. So 
that such a Governor will not suit with the people of New Eng- 
land as may be very proper for the other English plantations. 

Having thus spoken, I bowed to the King and Hee immediatly 
went out of his bedchamber into his closet. 

Two dayes after this the Council mett at Whitehall. The 
King then declared that the Agents of New England should nom- 
inate a person to him to be their Governor, who might, in respect 
of his perswasion in matters of Religion, be sutable for them. 
I remember a Lord (some time after) sayd, that the reason of the 
Kings so expressing Himselfe, was the Impression which the 
words I had spoken to him but two dayes before, had made upon 
his spirit. 

The King returned to Holland again within two dayes after 
this. Nevertheless before Hee went, the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, and Mr Charleton did on my desires sollicit and pray his 
Majesty to be kind to New England. 

October. 23. The King being newly returned to England 
again, the Earle of Nottingham introduced me to him, only to 
kiss his hand, and bid him welcome to England again. The King 
when Hee first saw me, smiled on me, and stepped aside to me, 
graciously telling me that Hee was glad to see me. 

Altho I had not obtained all for New England which I desired 
and to my utmost endeavord to get for them, I thought it my 
duty to Thank, not only God, but the King for what kindness 
had bin shewed to that people. And I therefore proposed to the 
Earle of Nottingham, that Hee would please again to introduce 
me to his Majesty, which Hee very readily did, on Novbr. 4. 
the King then being in the secretary of states office, none present 
but my Lord Nottingham and the Earles of devon, and Portland. 
I then sayd, I do in the behalfe of New England most humbly 
thank your Majesty in that you have bin pleased by a charter to 
restore English liberties to them, to confirm them in their prop- 
erties, and to grant them some peculiar priviledges. I doubt not 
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but that your subjects there will demean themselves with that 
dutyfull affection and loyalty to your Majesty, as that you will 
see cause to inlarge your Royal favors towards them. And I do 
most humbly thank your Majesty in that you have bin pleased to 
give Leave to those that are concerned for New England to 
nominate their Governor. Sr William Phips has bin nominated 
by us at the Council Board. Hee has done a good Service for the 
Crown by inlarging your dominions and reducing Nova Scotia to 
your obedience. I know that Hee will Faithfully serve your 
Majesty to the utmost of his capacity, and if your Majesty shall 
think fit to confirm him in that place, it will be a further obliga- 
tion on your subjects there. The King Replyed, I shall take that 
Colony under my protection, and do what is in me for their en- 
couragement, And shall take what concerns the Government 
there into my consideration. 


After that all matters were issued which concerned the settle- 
ment of the Countrey. I was not willing to leave England without 
the Kings Leave. On January. 3. 1691/2. The Earle of Notting- 
ham, did again Introduce me to the King at Whitehall after the 
sabbath was past, Sr William Phips being with me. After we 
had both kissed the Kings hand, his Majesty sayd to me, Are you 
going to New England? My Answer was, yes with your Majesties 
Leave. If in any thing I may serve your Majesty there, I shall 
count my selfe happy, if your Majesty will lay your commands 
on me. The King replyed, sr I thank you. I wish you a good 
voyage. I then sayd, There is one thing which I would humbly 
put your Majesty in mind of. Wee have in New England an 
Academy, a Colledge. Many an excellent protestant divine has 
had his education there. The King sayd, I know it. I thereupon 
added, If your Majesty will cast a favorable aspect on that society, 
it will flourish more than ever. The Kings return to me was. 
I shall willingly do it. 

7. Whilest I was in England God favord me with great oppor- 
tunities of doing service for his Name there. I preached every 
Lords day. very often twice the same day. Many have bin the 
congregations in the chief city in the Nation, where I have had 
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liberty to preach Christ. And there did I preach the Gospell 
freely for near the space of 4 years. Once a moneth I preached at 
Hackney for Dr Bates, with whom I used to partake at the Lords 
supper. Hee told his people, that if I might be detained in 
England Hee had rather have me joined with him in the pastoral 
office, than any man in the world. 

I was active (according to my small capacity) in promoting the 
union between the presbyterians and congregational men. Dr 
Ansley, and Mr Vincent and some others were of the opinion that 
if I had not bin amongst them, that union would never have bin 
effected, and did therefore blesse God both for bringing me to 
England, and for disappointing me in my designed return to 
New England by causing my son Samuel to fall sick of the small 
pox, of which hereafter. Some ministers in the Countrey orderd 
solemn Thanks to be returned to me for my endeavors towards 
the union. The following Agreement of the united ministers 
of a general Assembly in devon was sent to Mr Mead, and by 
him delivered to me. Junii 23. 1691. Agreed, That the Rev 
mr John Flavell Moderator of this Assembly, send this paper 
unto the Rev mr Matthew Mead, mr John Howe, and mr Increase 
Mather, and that Hee give them, and such others as have bin 
eminently Instrumental in promoting this union, the Thankes of 
this Assembly, for the great pains they have taken therein. 
Isaac Gilling. Scribe. 

8. My Labors for the good of New England were not (through 
the grace of God which was with me) altogether without fruit. 


Had not providence orderd my being in England Andros, and 
the rest of that crew had bin reestablished in the Government, 
who would have revenged themselves on and murderd the best 
men in New England who had bin active in the Revolution there, 
as they did at New York. Boston would have bin made a Sham- 
bles. 


When I left New England 6 or 7 years ago, the people there 
would have bin willing to have parted with halfe their estates for 
such a charter as that which I obtained for them, and brought 
over to them, which confirmes every mans property under the 
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great seal of England restores all English liberties, and some 
peculiar priviledges, Adds Nova Scotia to Boston etc—And the 
Government is for the present wholly and only in the hands of 
such as wish well to the Countrey, both as to Governor, Lieuten- 
ant Governor, and all the Council. Mercyes richly worth going 
to England for. Besides, all legacies granted to the Colledge and 
Schools of Learning are confirmed, which were in eminent danger 
to be lost when I undertooke my voyage with a design to en- 
deavor the prevention of what the oppressors of New England 
then in that respect intended. The Government has now a legal 
power (with the Kings approbation) to Incorporate the Colledge, 
and make it an Academy, which is done. This alone was worth 
all my labor and prayers, if senseless ungrateful men do not bring 
all to ruin by their owne folly and unworthiness. 


g. The disappointment which I mett with as to my Returning 
to New England in the year 1689, was ordered by the providence 
of God in very great mercy. Things were in such an hopefull 
way as to what concerned the happy settlement of the countrey 
as that I could not but sett apart several dayes to prayse and 
give thankes to God (in my chamber at London) because Hee had 
bin with me, and prospered my endeavors for the good of his New 
England people. And having obtained a Letter from the King 
(dated August. 12. 1689.) directed to those then in government, 
signifying his Approbation of what they had done in reassuming 
the Government, and encouraging them to go on, untill such 
Time as an orderly settlement could be obtained so as should be 
for his Service, and their satisfaction, and the bill for restoring 
charters and particularly those of N.E. having bin approved of 
in the House of Commons, and there being no apparent danger, 
but that it would be carried to perfection, I thought I might with 
Joy and good Tidings in my mouth return home to New England. 
Accordingly I bespoke my passage in W. Clark. And August 20. 
Tooke my leave of my friends in London, and that day went as 
farr as Gravesend, and the next cay came to Deal, where the ship 
lay. August 27. Wee went on shipboard the wind being fair. 
But in the night the wind turned against us. Wee continued on 
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shipboard 2 nights. August. 29. The wind being strong against 
us the passengers went on shore. and amongst others I and my 
Samuel. 

Sept. 3. My Samuel was taken very ill. A doctor gave him a 
vomit, and the next day opened a vein taking from him 7 ounces 
of blood. The next day, his disease appeared to be the small pox. 
When his disease was come to the Hight, and Hee in the greatest 
danger, the wind came Fair, so that I must either leave him in that 
condition (which would in all probability have occasioned his 
death) or be disappointed in my hoped for Return to New Eng- 
land this year. My natural affection (beleeving also that it was 
my duty to do so,) caused me to stay. It pleased God to spare 
his life, and to recover him so as that October. 3. Hee was able 
to return in the coach with me to London. Upon my Return, 
my friends there comforted me with saying they were perswaded 
I should hereafter see that it was in singular mercy that God had 
detained me in England contrary to my expectation, and desires. 
And so afterwards it did appear. For the Whiggish Interest in 
England growing less, and the Toryes becoming Rampant (who a 
year before durst not shew their Heads) my being in England was 
at that time very needfull with respect to the affairs of New 
England. 

The next spring, sr Edmund Andros etc—also 2 Agents from 
New England arrived at London. These Agents unhappily de- 
clined signing the Articles of Complaint against Andros and his 
complices, by meanes whereof those oppressors did not only come 
off with flying colors, but insulted over their Adversaries.* It was 
proposed that Andros might be returned governor. Mr Powle, 
(the honorable Speaker of the convention parliament and one of 
the Kings privy Council) told me there was so strong an Interest 
made for Andross being reestablished governor in New England 
that Hee was afraid they would carry it. The Earle of Monmouth 
assured me that the King was offended at New England because 
they had Imprisoned their Governor, and could prove nothing 

% Massachusetts’ agents were Elisha Cooke and Thomas Oakes. The best short account 


of their mission is Cooke’s letter to Simon Bradstreet, October 16, 1690, in Massachusetts 
Historical Society, Proceedings, VL (1912), 644-654. 
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against him, That the Agents had cutt the throat of their Coun- 
trey. Also, the Earle of devon, Mr John Hampden and others 
whom I had caused to concern themselves for New England were 
extremely Scandalized, so that I was afraid all my labor had bin 
lost, and that all the friends whom I had brought into the Interest 
of New England would desert them; and so it had certainly bin, 
and New England ruined, if I had not bin disappointed in my 
Returning thither when I attempted it. New England would 
have bin in the same case with New York, Virginia, and the other 
plantations. This people would have had no better Governor and 
Counsellors, nor any other priviledges, than what those places 
have, had not the providence of God prevented my Returning to 
them in 1689. This I write, not conjecturally, but as that which 
is indubitably so. 

10. During my abode in England, I experienced signal An- 
swers of prayer. Many a day (scores of them) did I sit apart in my 
chamber in London, not only to pray for a blessing on my Family, 
and that God would in his due Time return me to them again, in 
all which he has bin entreated by me, but to pray that liberty, 
and prosperity, and a good Government might be restored to 
New England. The particulars are in my diaryes some of which 
I shall here Transcribe. 

London February. 17. 1688/9. This Lords day in the morn- 
ing as I was praying alone in my chamber, I was marvellously 
melted and could not but with Tears say, God has saved New 
England. The thing is done. God has done it. My God, and 
the God of New England has heard prayer and delivered that his 
people. I know that it isso. P.M. I preached for mr Alsop. As 
I returned (after candle light) I did (my Lord Wharton having 
desired me to do so) call at Whitehall. Mr Vernon (clerk to my 
Lord Shrewsberry the cheef secretary of state) told me that my 
petition for New England would be granted. 

London April. 11. 1689. (Spent in prayer with Fasting in my 
chamber at mr Whitings Copthall Court, Throgmorton street 
London. I have noted in my Diary the words following.) This 
day God helped me to wrestle with him in prayer. The blessing 
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which I especially begged for, was, That I might return to New 
England with good Tidings. I sayed before the Lord with Tears 
and great meltings of soul, That I would not let him go, nor rise 
from my knees except Hee would grant me that blessing. And I 
was perswaded and did firmly believe that it would be so. I 
promised God that I would be his servant, and endeavor to live 
an holy life to his glory all my dayes; and that when Hee should 
bring me again to New England I would endeavor that all his 
people throughout that land should joyn together in offering sol- 
emn prayses to his glorious Name for his goodness in restoring 
them to former mercyes and enjoyments. 


November. 1. 1689. I spent the day in fasting and prayer, 
humbly begging that God would cause the charter bill to go 
forward. The very next day, the House of Lords voted that the 
Judges should draw up a Bill for the restoring of charters, which 
vote of the Lords quickned the House of Commons to go on with 
their bill. Thus good is it to draw near to God. 


January. 18. 1689/90. Inasmuch as this day, the affair of 
New England was to come before the House of Lords, I prayed 
earnestly to God, and to Jesus Christ at the right hand of the 
Father, entreating him to appear and to overrule all hearts, so 
as that no hurt might be done to his people in New England 
but that their liberties might be restored to them. I committed 
the matter to God and trusted him with it, and so was quieted 
and comforted in my owne spirit. The Lord did appear: for New 
England was not (as some would have had it) cast out of the Bill, 
but that bill for restoring charters was referred to a committee on 
Wednesday next, and the chairman of the committee a friend. 
Blessed be God, and blessed be Jesus Christ the son of God. Let 
Him who knows what I have committed to him, please yet further 
to appear for his names sake. 


(Presently after this, that Parliament was prorogued and dis- 
solved. The next House of Commons being disaffected to New 
England there was an end of all endeavors to obtain releef by the 
Parliament. Not one corporation was by them restored except 
London; The Tories (who were the prevailing party in that 
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House) designed that Restoration in favor of Tories and not of 
Whigs. Our friends advised not to bring the case of New England 
before them. so that now no way was left but only to gett the best 
we could at the Court. My sollicitations in the year 1690. and 
1691. were wholly with the Court, and not with the parliament as 
in 1689. Of these things there is a more full and particular ac- 
count in the Narrative of my Negotiation written at London 
November 16. 1691. and printed there.) 


11. It was in Answer to many prayers that God returned me 
to New England again. Many in England did part from me with 
much affection, not expecting ever to see me again in this world. 
Especially in Hackney where I had preached oftener than in any 
one congregation: And in the Families where I had bin chiefly 
conversant, viz. Sr Henry Ashursts, Major Thomsons, and Mr 
Whitings. It may be it will not be proper for me to speake of the 
many Tears which those good and affectionate persons parted 
from me with. 


I left London March. 7. 1691/2. Tooke coach about 7h A.M. 
for Southhampton. The next day, God brought me in safety to 
Southhampton. There I mett with my old acquaintance mr 
Robinson, but the most of my old acquaintance in that place were 
dead, for it was above 30 years since I had bin there. The next 
day Sr Wm Phips came with a yat to fetch me to Cows in the Isle 
of wight, where the ship lay in which I was to take my passage. 
I stayed there one sabbath preaching both parts of the day. 


March. 15. Wee set sayle for New England. The next day the 
wind forced us to put into dartmouth, where wee stayed untill the 
sabbath was past. There I preached to dear mr Flavels congre- 
gation. 

March. 22. Wee loosed Anchor from Dartmouth. 


March. 27. I preached at plymouth. A.M. at the presbyterian 
congregation where mr Sherwill was minister, P.M., at the con- 
gregational meeting where mr Hordin was pastor. This was the 
last sabbath of my being in England. 


“ 4 Brief Account Concerning Several of the Agents of New-England (London, 1691). 
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March. 29. 1692. Wee sett sayle from plymouth for New 
England. God gave us a comfortable passage. And whereas 
friends were afraid lest wee should fall into the hands of French 
enemies, God was pleased not only graciously to preserve us from 
them, but to deliver a French vessel into our hands which wee met 
with at sea. April. 11. And at the same Time we had a wonder- 
full preservation. For we espied 4 ships, which supposing them 
to be French merchantmen our convoy attempted to get up to 
them, but the winds would not permit us to come nearer to them. 
The next day we understood by the French vessel whom we tooke 
as a prize, that they were 4 French men of warr returning from 
Martineco to France. Had we come up to them (as we would 
have done) they had made a prize of us. A singular mercifull 
providence was in this thing. 


May. 14. God brought me and my Samuel with me home 
again to my owne House in Boston, giving me to find my wife, 
sons and daughters all alive and in a gracious measure of Health. 
Blessed be his glorious Name forever more. 


I found the Countrey in a sad condition by reason of witch- 
crafts and possessed persons. The Judges and many of the people 
has espoused a notion, that the devill could not Represent Inno- 
cent persons as afflicting others. I doubt that Innocent blood was 
shed by mistakes of that nature. I therefore published my Cases 
of Conscience dé Witchcrafts etc*—by which (it is sayed) many 
were enlightned, Juries convinced, and the shedding of more 
Innocent blood prevented. 


The General Court by an act Incorporated the Colledge: And 
appointed me to be the president. God has favord me with great 
opportunities to do service for his Name since my return to New 
England. I have preached every Lords day (usually) to a great 
congregation in Boston, and once a fortnight at Boston in the 
morning and at Cambridge (where the scholars reside) in the 
after part of the day. I caused the masters of Art to begin dis- 
putations on Theological Questions, with a design to dispute down 


% Cases of Conscience Concerning Evil Spirits (Boston, 1693 [1692]). 
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Arminianisme. 3 Commencements have fallen under my Man- 
agement since my Return to New England. 

12. Considering the present Times, the state which England 
is in, and my Relations and obligations in New England I suppose 
I should not have had a thought about Returning to England 
again, but that in the latter end of the year 1693, the Governor and 
several of the Council, and some merchants in Boston signified 
to me their desires that I would take another voyage thither to 
serve the publick Interest of that Countrey. I have often and 
earnestly looked up to God about it. Some things have hapned 
which do astonish me. I have noted in my Diaries, what I here 
Transcribe. 

September. 3. 1693. A.M. I preached at Boston. P.M. I 
preached at Cambridge. Memorandum. As I was riding to 
Cambridge, I prayed to God. Begged that my labors might be 
blessed for good to the souls of the students, at which I was much 
melted. Also, saying before the Lord, that some workings of his 
providence seemed to Intimate that I must be returned to Eng- 
land again, and saying, Lord, if it will be more for thi glory that 
I should go to England, than for me to continue here in this land, 
then let me go, otherwise not. I was inexpressibly melted, and 
that for a considerable Time; and a strange suggestion that to 
England I must go. In this there was something extraordinary 
either divine or Angelical. 

October. 29. A.M. I preached at Boston. P.M. At Cam- 
bridge. As I was riding thither all the way between charlestown 
and Cambridge, I conversed with God by soliloquies and prayer. 
I was much melted with apprehensions of my being returned to 
England again. Strangely perswaded that it would be so. And 
that God was about to do some great thing there, so that I 


should have a greater opportunity than ever there to do service 
for his Name. 


1693 December. 30. I spent the day with God in my study in 
prayer with Fasting. Meltings before the Lord this day when 


praying dé my being returned to England again, there to do service 
for his Name, and perswasions that God would appear therein. 
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April. 21. 1694. The day spent in Fasting and prayer. Mem- 
orandum. One special Request which this day I left before the 
Lord, was, that whereas I had strange Impressions on my spirit 
about returning to England That those inclinations might be 
temoved out of my Heart if they were not from Heaven. It is an 
astonishing thing unto me, that now for above halfe a year I 
should be daily praying this matter. I also sayd before the Lord, 
that if it would be more for his glory for me to be returned to 
England than to continue here, and that if there I should have 
greater opportunities to serve him than in New England and if 
God and his Holy Angells will return with me thither, that then 
Hee will bring it to pass. As I thus spake to God, I was moved 
and melted wondrously and beyond expression. 

As I arose from my knees, I could not but say with marvellous 
meltings of soul, my God has heard my prayers, and will certainly 
answer me. I am certain there is something divine and extraor- 
dinary in this thing. I must humbly wait the issues of divine 
providence and leave my selfe with God. 

These passages have I recorded in my diaryes. I am the more 
surprised, in that the next vessels from England brought word that 
the Governor was ordered to return to England, and his friends 
wrote to him, and to the Lieutenant Governor that they should 
perswade me to return with him. 

It likewise addeth to my astonishment, that I have ever and 
often found, that such meltings as these mentioned, (which no 
pen nor tongue is able to express) have bin attended with marvel- 
lous consequents. One more which hapned within that halfe 
year, I shall transcribe out of my diary. March. 13. 1693/4. 
This morning I begged with Tears, that I might hear from my 
friends and acquaintance in England something that should en- 
courage and comfort me. Such tidings is coming, but I know not 
what is. I believe God has heard me. These words did I then 
write down in my Diary. And behold! the next ships from 
London, brought me Letters from a principal minister of state, 
and from Sr Henry Ashurst assuring me that the Laws sent over 
to England would pass the Royal approbation, and particularly 
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that Law relating to the Colledge, which was a great comfort 
and encouragement to me; and the more because God had made 
me peculiarly Instrumental in obtaining that good for New Eng- 
land and for the Colledge. 

Letters were also sent to me from the Kings principal secretary 
of state the Earle of Nottingham, full of respect. 


When I think of returning to England I find a great reluctancy 
from the consideration of the danger of the seas, the season of the 
year, and the thought of absence from my Family, and most of all 
the thoughts of leaving my son Cotton, is very grievous to me: 
And the Ingratitude of the people in New England (of which I 
have had experience) is discouraging. My opportunities in New 
England are great and singular. God giveth me food and raiment 
convenient for me. And I have respect and honor enough. I 
desire no more. When I search my Heart nothing will Turn the 
Scale with me, but this only consideration, where may I most of 
all glorify God, and Jesus Christ, and do service to his dear people! 
Here I am, let God do with me what seemeth good in his sight. 
(Boston N.E.) August. 28. 1694. 


[Two pages, covering events in late 1694, and early 1695, are 
cut from top to bottom, the outer part of the leaf being gone. 
The remainder cannot be understood except where the original 
can be found in the diary (January 27, 1694/5, and March 3, 
1694/5) as below:] 

January. 27. 1694/5. (being the Lords [day]) This evening 
as I was praying in my study, a strange perswasion I had that 
such things would happen in England as that I should have an 
opportunity granted then ever to do service for the Name of 
Christ. I was melted before the Lord at the thoughts of it. So 
again as I was writing this, very wonderfully, and so as neither 
pen nor tongue can express. These things fill me with wonder- 
ment. From Heaven they are; and God will bring that to pass 
which will be to Admiration. 


March. 3. (Being the Lords day) as I was this evening praying 
earnestly, it was marvellously suggested to me, that God would 
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return me to England and there accept of Service from me,; that 
I should once before I dy, again have an opportunity there to 
glorify God and the Lord Jesus Christ. 


July 13. I sett apart that day to seeke the face of God by fast- 
ing and prayer. In special to beg mercy for my son Samuel. I 
have recorded in my diary. July. 14. 1695. (which day I preached 
and administred the sacrament) Memorandum. In the last 
prayer at the Lords Table, I begged mercy (the church joining with 
me) for my Samuel who is dangerously sick of a feavor. God 
enabled me to believe that his life shall be spared, and moreover 
that this affliction shall be sanctified to him, and Hee fitted for 
service, and that the Lord will use him as an instrument of glory 
to his Name, and of doing good amongst his people. Amen, 
dearest Lord! 

One of the church came to me the next day; and sayd Hee was 
sure my son would not dy. For (sayd Hee) God would never 
have given Faith to his Father for his life, if Hee had not a pur- 
pose to preserve him. 

1695 July. 27. For several dayes I have been extremely de- 
jected in spirit, fearing that all my Faith dé an opportunity and 
Advantage to be put into my hands to glorify God and Christ in 
England, was only phansy and delusion; but this morning as I 
was praying in my study, I had a strange perswasion, that Tidings 
shall come from England which will revive me. I did with tears 
and wonderfull meltings believe it. So did my sadness of spirit 
vanish. 

In part fullfilled by the printing of several of my Bookes in 
London. 

August. 4. This Lords day as I was in my study (between the 
publick... 

[Bottom quarter of page cut away.] 

In November 1695 the Question about sending an Agent for 
England was again brought before the general Assembly. I was 
Informed that their eyes were upon me for that service. Where- 
fore I sett apart November 30. to pray that God would in mercy 
order that Affair. In my diary, I have thus Recorded. Mem- 


1961.] oF INcREASE MATHER 349 


orandum. As I was this day by fasting and prayer, Importunatly 
beseeching God to order the matter of my being again employed 
in an Agency for this people, in mercy, I sayd, I must Judge of 
the clearness of my call, by the Lords moving and inclining the 
spirits of men in the general Assembly. If Hee calls me to so 
great and hazardous an undertaking, Hee can cause them that 
have bin against an Agency to be for it, and that have bin against 
my being so improved, now to be for it: and then I shall be satis- 
fyed that his hand is in it, and that Hee does point to me to go, 
otherwise not; I was exceedingly melted before the Lord, and 
perswaded that God heard me, and would give me to see a special 
Answer to prayer. 

december. 6. This day the Major part of the Representatives 
voted that they would not at this Time send any Agent, although 
yesterday they voted a committee to draw up reasons for sending. 
This sudden change in them is unaccountable. There is a signal 
hand of God in it, whereby my Returning to England has again 
bin strangely prevented, I hope in Answer to prayer. Gods Time 
is the best: And it is good to wait on him. 

Notwithstanding these happy disappointments, I can not but 
think that [Christ has?] some service for me to do for his Name 

[Bottom quarter of page cut away.] 


March 21. Fasting in my study. In the evening prayer I was 
marvellously melted with perswasions that God will give me an 
opportunity to serve and glorify him in England. 

April. 9. 1696. This morning as I was reading (in Course) 
Math. 8.13. it was with a strong hand impressed on my spirit, 
that as I had believed that god will return me to England and 
there give me an opportunity greater than ever to glorify the 
Lord Jesus Christ, so it shall be done unto me. I was wonder- 
fully melted with perswasions that so it will be. And after that 
again as I was praying in my study. 

April. 19. Having spent the day before in prayer and medita- 
tion with Fasting, I this day administred the Lords supper. And 
I saw a token for good, and an assurance of further Answers of 
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prayer by the Lords presence with me in his work. In the morn- 
ing as I was praying in my study, my Heart within me was melted 
with perswasions that I shall glorify Christ in England. So 
again as I was using soliloqui’s before the Lord in my study be- 
tween the Publick meetings. 


April. 26. I have bin kept out of my study ever since 21 
Instant, by lameness through pain in my left knee. What should 
be the cause of this Rebuke? Is it because I am unwilling to do 
service? I hope otherwise. For it is in my heart to have preached 
this day, not only at Boston, but at dorchester, and also to morrow 
at Cambridge to the Scholars. But I am (to my sorrow) rendred 
uncapable of preaching in any of these places at present. Is it 
because I have bin negligent in studyes that this evill is come 
upon me? Neither can that be. For I love to be no where so 
much as there. I am seldom less than 16 hours in 24 in my study. 
It may be an excess in sedentariness and hard study has bin both a 
naturall and a moral cause of this Affliction. Is it to Rebuke me 
for my being willing to Return to England there to glorify the 
Name of Christ? No: for I am very willing to stay where I have 
Riches enough, and honor enough. I desire not one grain more 
of those things to be bestowed on me. I can not think of going 
from my Relations here, without much Reluctancy. So that if I 
Return to England it must be purely and only to do greater 
service for Christ, than in New England I am capable of. The 
perswasions which have bin in my Heart dé that matter, I can 
not help. They were wrought in me when Fasting and praying 
before the Lord. Also, on Lords dayes, when I have bin most in 
the spirit. And I have left that matter wholly with God. 


1696 May. 2. I was wonderfully affected this day when 
before the Lord with perswasions and Impressions on my spirit 
that Tidings will come from England that will revive me, [line 
crossed out.] It so fell out soon after. 

[Two paragraphs crossed out.] 

My soul wait thou on the Lord. 

Boston, October. 1. 1696. 
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Anno 1697 I was afflicted with the gout in my knee. 

In the year 1700 the importunity of the general Court caused 
me to spend 3 moneths residing in Cambridge, though absent 
from my Family. So again in 1701. But then I signified to the 
General Court, that I desired they would chuse another president. 
For I was not willing to live from my Family, nor to remove my 
Family to Cambridge whilest the Colledge was in such an un- 
settled state. Thereupon the Colledge was through the malice 
of dr Cooke and Byfield put into the hands of mr Willard as 
vicepresident who readily accepted ~‘ the offer without so much 
as once consulting with me about it. Nor was Hee urged to 
reside at the Colledge. Which shewed great partiality in the 
Court. Thus have I bin requited by them for all the service I 
have endeavored to do for them, and for the Colledge. But why 
should I think much of it, when Moses, yea, our Lord Himselfe 
was ill rewarded by those whom He had layd under Infinite 
obligations of gratitude. 

From my first being chosen president of the Colledge (1681) to 
my resigning my Relation to that society (1701) was full 20 years. 

I was often chose president, and that with a unanimous vote. 
When the Colledge was put into Mr Willards hands, there was 
no Governor nor deputy Governor in the Countrey. There ought 
to have bin 14 of the Council to make a major vote. Whereas 
there were but 11 that voted for him, and 10 negatives and it 
was put to vote when Mr Foster who would not have consented 
was stepped out of the Council-Chamber. The night before the 
Representatives voted that they would not accept of him therein, 
but at noon when many of them had gone home, the Council 
sent in the vote which was of Cookes drawing up, and in an 
hurry they consented to it. Thus pittifully did mr Willard suc- 
ceed. Hee managed the Commencement there in 1702, but so as 
to expose himselfe to contempt and the Colledge to disgrace. 

Doubtless, there is not a government in the world that has bin 
layd under greater obligations by a particular man than the 

% Nathaniel Byefield was a merchant; Samuel Willard was minister to Boston’s Third 


Church. Dr. Cooke is Elisha Cooke, now more strongly than ever Mather’s political 
opponent. 
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Government here has bin by me. Nevertheless, I have received 
more discouragement in the work of the Lord by those in Govern- 
ment, than by all the men in the world besides. Let not my 
children put too much confidence in men. It may be such as they 
have layd under the greatest obligations of gratitude, will prove 
most unkind to them. I have often had experience of it. 


As for the strange perswasions I have had concerning my 
doing service for the Lord again in England I know not what to 
think of it. Such things are often from Angels. I sometimes 
think that Angels are ignorant of some future events, but that 
they cause motions on the spirits of men according to what will in 
probability come to pass. 


I am now so stricken in years, as that I am indisposed to 
travell, and rather desirous to dy where Iam. No Question but 
that Jacob thought that Hee should return again to the Land of 
Canaan, and that Joseph should outlive him. Gen. 46.4. Where- 
as that promise was made good to him in that his body was buried 
in that land, and his posterity returned thither. However, it 
shall be as to my selfe, I hope my son Samuel will do service 
for the Name of Christ in England which is in some sort as if I 
did so. I Chron. 29. 25,26. And that some Bookes of mine 
printed there will be serviceable to the Interest of Christs King- 
dom. 


I have a strange Impression on my spirit that I shall dy shortly. 
And how great will the mercy be, If I shall be taken out the 
world before decayes of age render me useless! I long to be in 
that world in which there is no sin, and where Christ is to be 
seen in his glory. 


For these several years last past, my constant course of walking 
before the Lord has bin thus, In the morning as soon as in my 
study (which is usually about 7h.) I read a chapter, and then 
pray. AtghI pray with my Family. Presently after dinner I go 
to God again in my study. When the Evening comes, I go to God 
again. At 9h I pray with my Family, and return to my study. 
There again, I go to God the last thing I do before I betake my 
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selfe to my repose. Oh how good is it, to be frequent in prayer 
to God! But what are prayers! Christ is All. April. 23. 1703 


My Farewill Advice to the Scholars in Cambridge may be seen 
in my sermon notes. Lib. 82. p. 178, 179. 


I have had many thoughts with my selfe about recommending 
one to this church to be my Successor, when the Lord shall have 
taken me from them. It is not every one that will be sutable for 
so considerable a congregation. The young Scholars in New 
England are too generally not so well affected to the Platform 
of church discipline as were to be desired. Also, they have a lazy 
way of reading all their sermons. Nor can I think of any one 
of them, whom I can judge so proper for to be my sons Colleague 
in the pastoral office, as his brother Samuel, whom God has 
graciously blessed with good accomplishments both as to natural 
and acquired abilities: And of whom I have received a great 
character from Mr Alsop, and mr Howe and others in England. 
On which account as Samuel Mather (my brother) was a preacher 
in this North end of the Town before me, and indeed the fist 
preacher here, so I could wish that Samuel Mather my son may 
succeed me, And accordingly I will leave it as my serious and 
dying Advice to this church, that they would take it into their 
serious consideration. 

Since I wrote this the brethren (above 100 of them) have in- 
vited my Samuel to return to them. But he is not inclined. Nor 
would I again urge it. 


Decbr. 16. 1704. 


January. 1. 1708/9. Is this the first day of that year in which I 
am to dye and to go into the eternal world! Oh, blessed be God 
if it be so! If I dye quickly some few will Lament my death. 
Whereas if I live awhile longer, age will make me useless. It is a 
great mercy for a minister not to outlive his work. 


Let me begin this year as I would dy, viz. with deep humilia- 
tion, and prayer with Fasting before the Lord. Begging for the 
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pardon of all the sins I have been guilty of since I came into the 
world: In all places where I have bin: And as to every Relation 
Sustained by me. Begging that I may perfect Holiness, and that 
my last dayes may be my best. Begging that his presence may 
be with me in private meditations, and in publick ministrations. 
Begging that those Talents of understanding and memory may 
in the vigor of them, be continued to me, with an Heart to im- 
prove them to the utmost for Gods glory. Begging that the 
blessing of God may be on my Family: not only on my children, 
but my childrens children, when I am taken away from them all. 


All for Christs sake. 


Now my purpose is (if the Lord will) to spend the few dayes I 
have to live in the world, in preaching on such subjects as I shall 
judge will be most for the good of souls. In reading Histories, 
especially lives: And practical Bookes. And in meditations on 
death, Heaven, The immortality of the soul, The Resurrection, 
and eternity. Oh! that before I go hence I might hear that God 
has appeared for his oppressed protestant people in France, and 
against the bloody court, and bloody clergy in that Kingdom. 

And now, Lord, what wait I for? My hope is in thee. Deliver 
me from all my Transgressions. Hear my prayer O Lord, and 
give ear to my cry. Hold not thi peace at my tears. 


June. 21. 1709. This is my sinfull birth day. I am this day 70 
years old. I set it apart before the Lord. 


1. With Fasting and Supplications to confess and mourn for 
all the sins of my life past, in every place where I have bin, and as 
to every Relation sustained by me. And to mourn exceedingly 
in that I have done so little good in the world notwithstanding I 
have bin this day 70 years in it. 


2. Considering that I feele my selfe under decays by age, so 
that I am not like to do service for Christ and for his people if I 
should live much longer because the infirmities of age will grow 
upon me, I pray with humble submission to the will of God, that 
this may be my last sinfull birth day, and that I may be among 
the spirits of just men made perfect before the year is expired. 
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3. If that may not be, my humble prayer is, That my abilities 
for Service may not faile me in my old age, In special that my 
understanding and memory may be continued, but that I may 
know wherein I may be most serviceable now I am going out of 
the world. 

4. That God will take care of, and bless my Family and chil- 
dren and childrens children after I am gone from them, according 
to Gen. 25.11. Psal. 112.2. Prov. 20.7. 

5. That this church and congregation may be blessed with a 
Faithfull and able Teacher, to assist my son in the work of the 
gospell. For if he should be left alone for any long Time the Bur- 
den will be too heavy for him. 

6. That God will hasten the accomplishment of the glorious 
things which are to be fullfilled in the Last dayes. Let the 
Hearer of prayer say Amen! 


June. 2. 1711. 

This day I set apart to be spent in my study in prayses and 
Thanksgivings to God, in that I have through his good hand 
upon me, finished those meditations on the heavenly world, 
which I was desirous to accomplish before my death.” 

But I would moreover take this occasion to bless the Lord for 
all his wonderful goodness towards me a most sinfull creature, 
throughout the whole course of my life. 

It is a mercy to be descended from godly parents and Ancestors. 
My Father was an eminent minister of Christ. My mother a 
singularly pious and prudent woman. So was my Grandmother 
Holt, and I know not how many of my uncles and Aunts and 
other near Relations of my mother. It is a mercy to be related 
to those who are the children of God. I bless the Lord, that it 
has bin so with me. 4 of my Fathers sons have bin employed in 
the work of the ministry. I am the least of them. I bless the 
Lord for his preventing grace in awakening my Conscience, and 
causing me to repent and turn from sin, and give my selfe to 
Christ about 56 years ago when I was but 15 years old. 


Meditations of the Glory of the Heavenly World (Boston, 1711). 
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I bless the Lord, for my liberal education which has bin in more 
universities or Colledges than one. His good providence carried 
me to England and Ireland when I was 18 years old, and detained 
me in those parts of the earth 4 years, and preserved me in all my 
voyages travels and Journeyings both by sea and Land, and made 
my travels a great mercy to me, blessing me in my youth with 
special advantages to do as well as to get good. God kept me 
from conforming and complying with the iniquity of the Times, 
and after 4 years were expired returned me to New England 
again, and (which I often prayed that it might be so) gave me 
to find my Father alive, and to enjoy the comfort of an happy 
society with him for the space of 8 years, often preaching for him; 
and my Father sometimes preached in this congregation for me. 
An happiness which none of my brothers enjoyed. 

I bless the Lord, for his providence in casting my Lot to be in 
Boston, and among a praying people who have ever had a great 
Love for me now for the space of near 50 years, and have bin 
importunate in their prayers for me especially when I have bin 
visited with dangerous sickness (as 3 times I have bin) or in 
danger by the wrath of wicked men persecuting me, as under Sr 
Edmund Andros his Government they did. 

I bless the Lord, in that he has employed me in the work of the 
ministry, And has blessed me with a large and choice library, 
which has bin a great help to my being serviceable to the Interest 
of Truth, and of the Lords Kingdom, which without the help of 
Books to enlighten me with Knowledge I could not have bin. 

I bless the Lord, in that Hee has favored me with great oppor- 
tunities of doing service for him. In the pulpit and that in very 
many congregations occasionally in both Englands: And by the 
press not only in Boston, but in London, Scotland, Amsterdam, 
Utrick where some poor writings of mine have bin printed, with 
some of them translated into other languages. 

I have moreover through the gracious providence of God bin 
favoured with an oportunity of being serviceable to the churches 
of New England in respect of the Colledge at Cambridge. The 
Inspection and presidency of that society was devolved on me 
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in the year 1681, and not resigned by me untill 1701. So that I 
have had a long oportunity to endeavor that the young Scholars 
might be seasnd with principles of Truth, and with the fear of 
God. Some of them told me that they shall never forgett the 
Instruction which they received from me. The good providence 
of God has also improved me in an Agency at the Court of 
England in the behalfe of New England And gave me a frequent 
Access unto two Kings, and a Queen, and to many of the Nobility, 
and other persons of Quality and Interest, to sollicit them for 
New England. And he made me Instrumental (I humbly bless 
his Name) in obtaining some great and peculiar priviledges for 
his people in this land. 


I bless the Lord, in that he has bin gracious to me in respect 
of my Family Relations. Has given me a Loving wife, and has 
continued her with me fcr a Jubilee of years, which is a rare mercy. 
Has given me by her 7 daughters, 3 of which are (as I have cause 
to beleeve) now with Christ, and I hope the other 4 yet surviving 
are in Christ. But especially I have cause to bless the Lord for 
my 3 sons. My son Nathaniel was a youth of more than ordinary 
Learning and piety, and his life has bin printed and reprinted at 
London 3 times, and many edified thereby. My son Cotton is 
Joyned with me in the work of the ministry, and has bin for more 
than 30 years, and God has made him a great blessing, not only to 
his Fathers Family but flock also, and made use of him in many 
singular services, and has given him a name and respect in other 
Lands, in Scotland especially, as throughout New England. God 
has bin very gracious to me likewise, in my son Samuel whom he 
has blessed with both natural and acquired parts, and accepted 
him also in the work of the ministry, and made use of him in 
writing as well as preaching, and I hear that he is greatly respected 
in diverse parts of England, where he is known. 


I bless the Lord, in that he has given me to live to a great old 
age (for I am this moneth 72) and that he has made it to be a 
good old age, since I have enjoyed much health therein, and bin 
kept from painfull diseases. Some touches of the gout several 
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times I have bin afflicted with, but they have bin very gentle 
ones, and not of long continuance. 


I bless the Lord, in that he has continued to me my under- 
standing and memory, which have not utterly nor considerably 
failed me in my old age hitherto. A mercy which I have prayed 
for thousands of times the Lord knows. And shall I not now pour 
out my soul in prayses and Thanksgivings to the God and giver 
of all these blessings? 


I bless the Lord, in that Hee has graciously and wonderfully 
provided for me in my Family, and ofttimes in unexpected wayes, 
and by such hands as I have least thought of. 


If ever there was man in the world that had cause to be thank- 
full, I am Hee. 


Bless the Lord O my soul, and all that is within me bless his 
holy Name! Bless the Lord O my soul, and forget not all his 
benefits! 


Since the motion to my son Samuel Desiring his return to New 
England in order to his being my Successor has failed, I have 
had many thoughts about recommending another. I believe 
mr Joseph Sewall will be a blessing to them, in case the Lord 
shall incline their hearts tohim. I am sollicitous lest the Relations 
of [name crossed out] should make a Schism in the church on his 
account. His behavior has bin so Scandalous not only before 
but since his being joined to this church, and his folly in an aping 
imitation first of my son, then of mr Coleman, and after that of 
mr Pemberton has given me great dissatisfaction concerning him. 
But especially his associating with, and taking delight in vain 
persons (as I understand that hee does) makes me fear that his 
heart is not right in the sight of God. I do therefore leave it as my 
solemn and dying Advice to this church, that they do not call 
that young man to be my Successor. December I. 1711 


March. 31. 1714. March. 25. 1715. 
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Now I hope theres no fear of wrath [line crossed out] A fitter 
place for him than Boston. August. 22. 1716. 


The year 1713 has bin troublesome on occasion of a new 
meeting house which some desired might be built in the North 
end of Boston. I declared that if they would set their meeting 
house in a place convenient for the prosperity of this end of the 
town, I would not only consent but contribute 10 li towards it, 
and would do all for them that a Father could do for his children. 
This I suppose is more than can be sayd of any other minister 
in New England. At the same time, I told them that if they set 
it in a place spoken of too near the other meeting house, I would 
have nothing to do with them. Some of them that came to me in 
the name of all the rest, promised me they would not do it, if 
grievous to me, nevertheless they do it. I am perswaded that a 
blasting from God will be upon them first or last. June. 20. 1713. 

On April 4. 1714, the Lord saw meet to take from me my wife, 
who had bin the dear companion of my pilgrimage for more than 
52 years. God made her a great blessing to me. By her hee gave 
me ten children, 3 sons and Seven daughters. My sons have all 
of them, bin an honor to their Fathers name, and which is a 
thousand times better an honor to Religion. I have also had 
Comfort in my daughters, who have bin dutifull to me and I hope 
they fear God. Their dear mother was of a very loving tender 
disposition. I kept close to my Study, and committed the man- 
agement of the affairs of the Family to her. When I have bin 
absent from my Family, I was easy in my spirit, because my 
heart did Safely trust in her, who did me good and not evill all 
the dayes of her life. She was alwayes very carefull not to do any 
thing which she thought would trouble me. Her honor for me 
was too great. For She has sayd to many, that She thought I 
was the best Husband, and the best man in the whole world. I 
often prayed that She might outlive me. But in mercy to her 
God ordered it to be otherwise. 


On April. 13. 1715, the ministers of this province mett in Boston 
by their delegates, and unanimously desired that I would under- 
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take a voyage for England, with an Address from them to the 
King, praying his Royal favor to these Churches. I declared my 
self willing to go, in case the church to which I am related would 
consent, but when it was proposed to them, every one of the 
Church lifted up his hand against it. So that I could not See my 
call clear notwithstanding the great desire I have had to do 
some Service for Christ in England once more before I dye. I am 
now like to dy in New England, whereas 2 months ago I was like 
to dy in England. My Times are in Gods hands; and it is good 
for me to be where he would have me be. June 17. 1715. 


The Diary of Ebenezer Parkman 
1729-1738 
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APRIL 1729! 


15. About five months agoe I set down some account of the 
more remarkable Mercies of God to Me in the Course of His 
Providence in and Since that my memorable dangerous Sickness 
when I was a Young School Boy; Having made Some (though 
I confess very imperfect) Record of what went before, in a little 
Book bearing Date August 24, 1719, and Several other Dates 
from thence, but in a great deal of Confusion, and with too many 
other marks of my puerility, when I Scribbl’d them however 
honest and upright my intention was to have Some Remem- 
brances of those (to me) important Things by me; Having of 
late experienc’d So much of the divine Goodness as gives me new 
and the greatest Reason forever to esteem and admire the various 
Expressions thereof to me, and every way to manifest my great- 
full Returns to my unspeakable Benefactor for what He has, in 
infinite Tenderness done for Me, I have here transcrib’d a Sort 
of Catalogue or Memorandum of those abovesaid Mercies to 
God to Me, have carry’d it along with what I have received Since. 


Divine Benignity and Providence 


1. Recovery from a very Dangerous Fit of Sickness, and of near, 
if not altogether 4 Months Continuance, at the Time of the 
Meazles rageing in this Country. I was taken in October—had 
a Fever, then the Meazles—then languished as aforesaid. But 
the Lord was gracious and redeemed my Life from Destruction. 
2. My being Sent, and my admission into, Harvard College, in 
the Year 1717. Examin’d July 8, admitted July 11, and went 
up to dwell at Cambridge August 13. Under Mr. Leveret,? 
president, and Mr. Robie,’ my Tutor. 
3. The good measure of Health, and the Prosperity enjoy’d 
while I liv’d at College. 
4. The Honours of Bachelor of Arts, conferr’d in the Year 1721, 
July 5s. 

? All of the material for April 1729 is found in the Natalitia. 


2 John Leverett (Harvard 1680), 
* Thomas Robie (Harvard 1708). 
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5. What acceptance I met with (the Same year) in my keeping 
School at Newton, and Preservation from the Infection of the 
Small Pox, by which many of my Friends were remov’d into the 
Eternal World. 
6. My Brother Elias’s‘ Kindness and Bounty when he took me 
to Board in His House and allow’d good and pleasant accomo- 
dattions there, in April 7th, 1722 and continuing the same for 
Near a Year and half, that is, till my more frequently going 
into the Country to preach, which was July 27, 1723 at Hopking- 
ton (or rather August 2 at Worcester) more occasionally, and 
afterwards (August 21) at Westborough more constantly, during 
the latter part of which Time, I did also reside at Times at 
Cambridge, where I kept a Chamber with Mr. Edward Hunting.® 
Indeed from the time of my first preaching at Wrentham (which 
was April 14, 1723) or before I was not constantly at Boston, 
but divided a part of my Time at Cambridge. Nevertheless I 
account that near a year and half I was at my Brothers, because 
thither I went as to my home when I was at Boston and kept 
my Library, etc. there, and had a Chamber Study and entertain- 
ment occasionally there, for the Space of Two years I suppose. 
7. My admission into the New North Church and the assistance 
in my preparation therefor, March 31, 1723. 
8. The Assistance God was pleased to grant me, and what 
Acceptance I (undeservedly) met with in my Preaching, which 
began first of all (as abovesaid) at Wrentham, April 14, 1723. 
My Text was 1 Cor. 3, 11. “Other Foundation can no man lay.” 
g. The Honour of a Second Degree at Harvard College, viz. of 
Master of Arts, conferr’d July 1, 1724. 
10. The Blessing afforded me by my Marriage July 7, 1724 to 
Miss Mary Champney, Dauter of Mr. Samuel Champney at 
Cambridge, at which the Reverend Mr. Appleton,® with grace- 
full Solemnity officiated. And here I would Bless God for his 
wondrous Grace in restraining me from the Sin of Fornication, 
* Elias Parkman of Boston. 


5 Edward Hunting (Harvard 1725). Sibley, VII, 542-543. 
* Reverend Nathaniel Appleton. 


364 AMERICAN ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY [Oct., 


and carrying me through so many Temptations as Those pass’d 
in the Time of Courtship. 


11. The Distinguishing Honours, and gracious Presence of God, 
at my Ordination, October 28th in the same year 1724. N.B. 
The Reverend Mr. Dorr’ open’d the solemnity with prayer. 
The Reverend Mr. Prentice® preach’d on 2 Cor. 2, 16. Reverend 
Mr. William Williams of Weston pray’d and gather’d the Church. 
Mr. Prentice gave the charge. Reverend Mr. Loring® of Sudbury 
the Right Hand. Sung Ps. 69, 17 to 21. 

12. Recovery from the illness that debarr’d Me the public Ex- 
ercises, immediately after my ordination, Two Dayes of Service. 
13. I look upon those Kindnesses receiv’d from my Westborough 
Neibours, as the Favours of Providence to me and my Family, 
and do return Thanks to God for them. 

14. Gods appearing for my Wife in her hour of Peril and giving 
us a Dauter (which was Mary) September 14, 1725. 

15. Three weeks after her lying in my wife had a very Sore 
Breast, which broke twice, and brought us into a great Affliction. 
I would thankfully remember the Deliverance out of that Grievous 


Trouble. 


16. My Fathers recovery out of dangerous Sickness in January 
1725/6, I would always number amongst Gods mercies to Me, and 
particularly because I then look’d upon my Self very unprepar’d 
to entertain his Death, as I ought. 


17. My Wife’s Restoration and Recovery from her great pains 
and illness (Laps-uteri) July 1726, under the Care of the Reverend 
Mr. Barrett’ and Mrs. Whitcomb. This is to be remembered as 
a Special appearance of God for us. 

18. The Lords Compassion in healing My Dauter when very ill. 
July 3, 1727, is to be observ’d by Me. 

19. Deliverance to my Wife when in Travel [sic] the Second 


7 Joseph Dorr of Mendon. 

* John Prentice of Lancaster. 

* Israel Loring. 

© Samuel Barrett of Hopkinton. 
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Time, and giving me a Son, August 20, 1727. This I call’d 
Ebenezer, Saying with Gratitude Hitherto hath the Lord helped. 


20. I would record the Salvation vouchsaf’d us in the Time of 
the uncommon Thunder, Lightning and Wind in this Month, 
August (1727). 

21. Still greater and more memorable Salvations in the Great 
Earthquake, and I would that more Special Notice be taken of 
it because I would lay those Threatenings in Divine Providence, 
with the awakenings of His word publickly delivered the Day be- 
fore; which compleating the Third year Since the gathering our 
Church and my own ordination, I preach’d on Luke 13, 7. 


22. The Goodness of God to me in the time of uneasiness touch- 
ing Mr. Josiah Newton and preventing Divisions among us. 
April 4, 1728. 

23. Recovery of my Son out of Sickness which he Labour’d of in 
the Months of September and October, of this Year 1728. 


24. My Recovery from my Ague in November, Seizing Me the 
7th at Night and continuing to the 15th a great part of the time 
in much Extremity. 


25. Healing my Son in December in the Same Year. 


26. I would put into this Account the Favour of my Library, 
So much larger than (considering my Circumstances) I might 
have expected it to be, Though I would humbly wait for the 
Divine Goodness in further Additions to it still, but especially 
beg for Grace to improve it to the Glory of God. 


27. I would reckon also the Comforts pour’d on in from my 
Farms. But I pray God to preserve me from Worldly minded- 
ness and Covetousness which may prove to the Detriment of my 
Spirituall State, and to my Studies and Ministrations. And 
thereby not a little to the Dishonor of God, and the Holy Ministry, 
and to the Disservice of the Interests of Religion. To that I 
would be not a little concerned on this Score. 


28. I must ever remember with hearty gratitude My Recovery 
out of Dangerous Sickness, weakness and Pains that I was brought 
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low with in March 1729. I was first of all Seiz’d February 11 
and kept from public Service the 16th, But was So well on the 
23rd as to go to Meeting again. I was again disorder’d on the 
28th and March 1, was faint and feeble the 2d, yet ventur’d to 
meeting and preach’d all Day and had extremity of pain in my 
Limbs, and oppression in my Stomach. The nights after the 7th 
and 8th I had such fits my Physician call’d my Distemper and 
Rheumatic Fever as were not without Difficulty to be born; and 
I fear’d a 3d would be more than Nature Could resist. The 9th 
I had, thro the omnipotent Mercy of God, a instigation, and 
escaped the Danger. I was in the beginning of my illness under 
the Care of Reverend Mr. Barrett and afterwards of Dr. Roby." 
However I was under Confinement and in Weakness, in Pain 
and [illegible] for weeks after. April 6. I went to meeting part 
of the Day, the 13th all Day. On the 2oth I preach’d in the 
forenoon but could not undertake more than to baptize a child, 
in the afternoon. 


29. I would Set it down among the Divine Mercies that after 
the Difficulties, weakness, pains in my Stomach, faintness, etc., 
on my Journey to Boston June 2d, 3, 4 which put me and my 
Relatives into great Fears and Concern. I was carry’d thro and 
brought home to my Family June 6, though continuing in much 
feebleness and in Fear and Care about the Event. I would 
record my Thanks also that I found my Son So recovered from 
the illness he had been for some time labouring under, and that 
he was much afflicted by, when I went from home. 


30. July 3, 1729. The Salvation of God was Seen, and my Wife 
brought forth a Second Son, and upon Consideration of God 


repeating his Blessing in this kind, as well as my having an ancestor 
of that Name, I call’d him Thomas. 


31. August 18. The Goodness of God was manifested to us and 
to my little Dauter Mary in preserving her when She had Sadly 
wander’d away, and was a long time lost in the Swamp; and 
directing a Young Man (David Maynard, Jr.) to her Deliverance. 


1 Ebenezer Roby (Harvard 1719), a physician of Sudbury. Sibley, VI, 336-339. 
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32. February 17, 1729/30. In my great Weakness, the Reverend 
Mr. Campbell” of Oxford visited me, and persuaded me to ride. 
We rode to Marlboro and then proceeded to Cambridge. My Wife 
also went with me but it was, above all, a kind and merciful God 
who sustain’d me. The Glory to His Name! The 19th Day was 
Fast at Westborough on my account. 


N.B. The affectionate Regard which the Reverend Mr. Breck™ 
show’d me in the Exercises at the Fast which was kept at West- 
boro on the foresaid occasion: in particular in his Sermon which 
was from that Text Phil. 2, 27. “For indeed he was sick” etc. 
Reverend Cushing" also assisted in the Fast. 


33. Deliverance to my Wife when Travailing with my Second 
Dauter, September 20, 1731. On account of the Singular Love 
and Affection, and memberless kind Regards of my Wife’s sister, 
Miss Lydia Champney, we Thought fit to call this Child by her 
name, Lydia. 

JULY, 1729 


8. I have warnings from God by my Infirmities, that I must 
remove from my Temporal Possessions (and I had them from 
God but for Temporal). This Clay Tabernacle I now inhabit 
Cracks and threatens me that it must Dissolve, ’tis but Earthen- 
ware, and it doth not Sound whole. A Little matter will dash it 
to pieces. 

Now what do I know about any Right I have to an Eternal 
Inheritance, to a Building of God, an house not made with Hands 
Eternal in the Heavens, wherein I may Spend an Happy Im- 
mortality, Since I am upon the Move. 


SEPTEMBER 1729! 


4. How Shall I best employ my Self to Day? It being the last 
Day of my 26th Year. 
12 John Campbell. 


18 Robert Breck of Marlborough. 
4 Job Cushing of Shrewsbury. 


1 All of the material for July 1729 is to be found in the Natalitia. 


1 All entries for Sept. 1729 are from the Natalitia. 
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Answer 1. In Solemnly Praising God for his mercies throughout 
my Life, particularly in the Course of this Year. 


2. In humbling my Self for my Sins especially those of this Year. 


3. In preparing my Self for Tomorrow’s Business. Reading over 
what I have heretofore done, and what others have transacted, 
on Such Dayes, etc. 

All which may be well assisted (perhaps) by waiting upon the 
Exercises of the private Meeting at Mr. David Brighams to Day 
(when I am very much importun’d to be present.) 

But (alas) the weakness of my Body, and the Confusion of my 
mind at Seeing So much Business to do, and So Slender Ability to 
accomplish it! 

But besides, Providence calls me to Work for others, as well as 
for my Self to Day. I must attend to what may fit me there for, 
and then Return to my private Concerns. The Grace of God en- 
able me, under my Infirmities, and magnifie His Power through 
my Weakness! 


5. 1. Bless God for the Light and Liberties of This Morning, 
and petition Direction and assistance in Such an Observation of 
the Day as may be most for the Divine Glory, and my Souls 
Comfort. 


2. Let the Exercises of the Family (although not formally or 
noticeably by others) contribute as much as may be to the Holy 
Business of this Day. 


3. Thankfully review the Divine Mercie to me and mine through 
my Life past, particularly Such as we have receiv’d in the Course 
of this Year, and Solemnly offer unto God the Praise. Read and 
Sung Ps. 145 in Tate’s Version. 


4. Bewail my Iniquities before God. 


1. Sin, in General: its 1. Turpitude, Vileness, and Offensive- 
ness especially to God most Holy 
and glorious 


2. Fatal Consequences. 
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2. In Particular: 


1. The Sin of my Nature, and thereby 


I. 


The Weakness and Darkness of my Intellectual Powers; 
2. The Perverseness and Corruptness of my Elective 
Powers. 


2. The Foolishness and wickedness of my Childhood and 
youth 


Falseness. Ps. 58, 3. Brother William, Mr. FI. [7], 


I. 


M 


r. L. [?]. 


2. Thievishness, apples, corn. 


3. The Vainness, Impurity and Impiety of my Youth and 
more Mature age. 


I. 


The Vainness in 1. Dress 


2. Company 

. Studies: Romances and Tales; 
Poems and Playes. 

. Waste of Time. Impertinence. 
Walking about Town, etc. See 
my Journals No. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. 


2. The Impurity. 


Heart uncleanness and adulterie, thro The Eye— 
Pictures, etc; The Ear—Songs, etc. 

2. Wantonness in Carriage and Actions in various 
Instances and Respecting which I have Great Cause 
Exceedingly to bewail. 


3. Impiety. 
I. 
2. 


Restraining Prayer sometimes. 

Superficial performance of that and other Duties and 
formal attendance upon ordinances, The Word, 
Sacraments, etc. 


. Unaffectedness at Providences, Mercys—publick, 


I. 
2. 


private 
Public Calamities. 
Personal Sufferings. 
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3. Domestic and Relative Evils, Deaths, Sickness, etc. 
My Father, Mother, etc., etc. 


4. Unfaithfullness of my whole Life unto 
1. God, under 


. My Baptismal Covenant. 

. My Covenant of September 15, 1719. 

. My Profession Engagements, March 31, 1723 

. My Marriage Covenants. July 7, 1724 and Sep- 
tember I, 1737. 

. My Ordination Vows, October 28, 1724, O.S. 

. My frequent, especially September 5, Pretences 
and daily Devotions (which are so many Engage- 
ments) to Walk with God. 

. Special Providences, as 


1. Mercies: Deliverances and Recoveries, to me, my 
wife, children and other Relatives—and to my 
Friends. 

2. Afflictions. Sickness and pains: my own, my 
Wife’s, my childrens. 

. Man, unto 


. Parents, Brothers, Sisters. 

. Acquaintance and Friends. 

. Christians in Communion with me. 

. Wife 

. Children and Servants. 

. People of Westborough and other Congregations 
where I have preach’d. 


7. Neighbours. 


. My Self, as to (1) My Outward, (2) and (3) Spiritual 
and Eternal Interests. My Unfaithfullness, Impiety, 
etc. of my more mature Life may be further set down 
in this form following. 


1. My Hypocrisie and Insincerity. 
2. My Slender, partial Obedience. 
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. Neglect of Divine Dealings with me. 

. Covetousness, Love of the World and Disrelish of 
Divine Things. 

. Disquietness, Discontent and Envying. 

. Slothfullness and Idleness. Unseasonable Sermon- 
izing. 

. Forbearing to reprove Sin, through Fear, Favour. 

. Unsabbatical Behaviour. 

. Equivocating. 

. Eating and Drinking more than answer’d the Ends 
to be propos’d therein and what I count Exceeding 
Christian Laws therein. 

11. Breaking out to angry Resentments. 

12. Vain Glory, Self Conceit and Self Dependence. 
13. Detractions. 

14. Unbelief. 


5. The Fifth Thing on this Day was that which next followeth, 
and which was in this Form. 


5.2, Whereas it hath pleased the Almighty Author of my Being 
and the God of my Life out of his abundant mercy and Grace, to 
permit my Lot in a Land of Gospel Light, my Birth of Religious 
Parents, my Dedication to Him Early by Baptism, and my Edu- 
cation not only in the Nurture and instruction of the Lord, but 
with some peculiar happy Circumstances, both to fit me for and 
Engage me to His Service and Glory. Since also I have openly 
profess’d my Self a Disciple of Christ and in a Sacred manner 
bound my Self to the Strict observance of His Divine Commands, 
and have been Moreover, with utmost Solemnity Consecrated 
and Set apart to Him and his peculiar work. To all which the 
Dispensations of his Providence of Grace have been added and 
conspir’d together to affect me with my indispensable obligations 
to Fidelity to Him. But inasmuch as by too many Evidences it 
appears that without the Special Restraints and Assistances of 
Divine Grace, my natural Corruption proves many times preva- 
lent over all my Professions and Resolutions and even my most 

2 This additional entry for Sept. 5, 1729 is also from the Natalitia. 
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Sacred Ties; that I may do whatever in me lies for the [illegible] 
thereof, and that I may be the better defended against future 
Assaults and Temptations (Yet without Relying on any other 
Endeavours of Mine, but only upon the Mediation and Merits of 
my Blessed Lord Jesus Christ and the Aid of His Spirit) I would, 
as the best revealed Expedient, in Sacred Form Renew my Cove- 
nant with God and Solemnly Sign this Instrument. [N.B. The 
then design’d Instrument is that in page 2, but it was not drawn 
out till some time after this, though I now renew’d my Covenant 
Dedication. 


NOVEMBER, 1729 


Westborough November 24, 1729. 

A Solemn Covenant was drawn out fair and in all Seriousness 
(as I was able) sign’d and ratify’d before God. The Form was 
that in page 2. 


DECEMBER, 1729! 


December 5, 1729. It is a Day of great Darkness and Distress 
with both me and my Family. My own Weakness and Infirmitys 
increasing daily upon me and troubles of my heart greatly en- 
larged by my Disorders mocking the force of all Medical methods 
with me hitherto. My Wife also, under much Indisposition and 
trouble with her Breast. The Children likewise afflicted with 
Cold and very peevish under their uneasinesses. But Especially 
Maro at the Point of Death. The waves and Billows roll and 
roar out of the Deeps. I would Cry: Lord hear my Voice! Let 
not the Water floods overflow us, neither let the Deep Swallow us 
up! 

December 6. The Hand of God is still heavier upon us. Ex- 
ceeding weak, low and faint, my Self, almost ready to lie down 
under my prevailing Infirmities. But when both my Flesh and 
Heart fail, God is still the Strength of my Heart, and my Portion 
for Ever. But Dark as it has been with us it is become much 


1 From the Natalitia. 


1 All entries for Dec. 1729 are from the Natalitia. 
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Darker at or about the Sun setting. The Sun of Maro’s Life Sat. 
The First Death in my Family! God enable me to See His 
Sovereign Mind, and Comport with his holy Will! 

As my Servant is Summon’d to go before, So God only knows 
whether his Master is not Shortly to follow after; and so the 
former to prove as an Harbinger to the latter. O that the whole 
Family may be getting ready, in another Sort than ever hereto- 
fore! But Especially O that God would enable Me to Live apace, 
Seeing I am Dying apace; to give Diligance, to work with my 
might, and to stand Waiting all the few Dayes of my appointed 
time, till God Shall call; that when I hear the Summons, I may, 
with Serenity, Say, Speak Lord, thy Servant heareth, may Depart 
in Peace, and See the Salvation of God! 

While God is Stripping me of Outward Enjoyments I humbly 
trust God will let me have more of Himself and bestow more of 
Spiritual, invaluable Blessings. 

Every Comfort is that to us, that God makes it, and is so long 
with us as He pleases to Continue it. 


Conclusion of the Year 1729 


It is Said in Psalm 55, 19. “‘Because they have no Changes, 
therefore they Fear not God.” (By which it obviously appears 
to be intimated, that Changes are very usefull and proper, nay 
very needfull means to excite the Fear of God.) I would then, 
from these words, Infer 1. That they are to be well observ’d and 
esteem’d as they are Such excellent means of Grace and God is 
to be praised for them. 2. Such persons fall under a no less 
Severe, than just Reprehension, who, although they have Changes, 
yet fear not God, and 3. It is matter of Melancholly Considera- 
tion whom those that meet with many Changes, have notwith- 
standing, but Slender Effects wrought upon them, by So powerfull 
means and but little more (if any) of the Fear of God excited in 
them thereby. 


Reflections 


I have pass’d through many Changes, Especially this Last 
Year has been a Year of Changes. I would Humbly and Devout- 
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ly take notice of the Hand of God in them. I would humbly 
acknowledge and revere the Sovereignty and Majesty, and adore 
and magnifie the Righteousness and Holiness, the Wisdom and 
Goodness of God therein. I would humbly submit and resign 
my Self to his Sovereign and all wise Disposal with Satisfaction, 
remembering that I am in my Faithfull Creator’s and Com- 
passionate Redeemer’s Hands, and I would, with Religions Fear 
and Care, Enquire after the holy Ends and Designs of God in 
his Several Visitations; and would give my Self to all Endeavours 
(Suv 6ew) to answer the Divine Demands. But before I proceed 
any further I would Look back with Shame and Sorrow on the 
Provocations offered to God, to punish and afflict me, as He has, 
in the various Sufferings I have been brought into, and would 
with Regret and Grief Observe the but faint Influence I have 
permitted My Changes to have upon me, and that there are so 
few Signs of the true Fear of God in me. And Finally would 
Earnestly beseech God to accompany all his Methods with me, 
with his Almighty Grace, that they may not fail, hence forward, 
to produce both his own Glory and my Spiritual and Eternal Good. 


And Oh that the more and the Greater Changes I pass through 
the more I may fear, and glorifie God whom alone I am to ac- 
knowledge in them. 


JANUARY, 1730! 


January 1. I would heartily bless God for carrying me through 
the great Difficulties, Infirmties and Sufferings of the Year 
Past, and vouchsafing me the Beginning of another. I would 
humble my Self for the Sins of the Year Past with the rest of my 
Life before. I would Humbly give my Self up to God and Solemn- 
ly Renew my Covenant Transactions with Him. I would Humbly 
refer and Comitt to him all the Events and accidents of my Sick- 
ness and Health, beseeching the Divine Pity, Support and Di- 
rection Still, and Finally, would Fervently Begg His Favour and 
Blessing this Year and all my Dayes on Earth, and Assistance 
to Discharge all Duty. And when Years and Dayes Shall finish 


1 From the Natalitia. 
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and when the Stream of Time shall be Swallow’d up in the Ocean 
of Eternity I may be Ever with the Lord. Through Jesus Christ 
alone, To whom be Glory forever. Amen. 


FEBRUARY, 1730! 


February 19. This Day was observed at Westborough in a 
Religious Manner with Fasting and Prayer on the account of my 
remaining Infirmities. The Reverend Mr. Breck and the Rever- 
end Mr. Cushing managed the Exercises. The former preach’d 
from those words in the Epistle to the Philippians 2, 27, For 
indeed he was Sick, etc. I was my Self at Cambridge and En- 
deavour’d to hold Communion with them. How I employ’d 
my Self is hinted in the Minutes in Loose Papers. O that God 
would hear and forgive and Do, for his own name’s Sake! 


SEPTEMBER, 1730 


September 5. At Cambridge. Read Ps. 90 the Eve before. 
In the Morn Ps. 103 and 145. I was much affected with some 
Conversation with my Brother William on Spiritual Subjects. 
I was Earnestly Desirous that with finishing my 27th Year I 
might finish intirely my Course of Sin, that I might certainly 
take leave of the latter, as I do of the former, never to see anything 
of it more. And it was my passionate Request that if I never was 
yet Regenerated (as to my Grief I have not Evidence enough 
that I have been) This, This Day I may without fail be Born 
again, and This be my Glorious Birth Day to God! 

I would 1. Bless God, for the Mercies of my whole Life, com- 
mon and Signal, particularly this Years for upholding me through 
my many and Great Difficulties, weakness, etc., and bringing me 
to the return of this Day, through so many fears when my Life 
was So much being in Doubt. 2. I would Affect and humble my 
Self for my Sins, especially my September 5th. My Covenant 
Violations, etc. 3. I would humbly renew my Covenant Trans- 


1 From the Natalitia. 


1 From the Natalitia. 
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actions with God. 4. I would study New and better Methods 
of Glorifying God. [This I propos’d for, and endeavoured to 
attend upon in the Forenoon]. [In The Afternoon what follows]. 
5. I would devoutly committ the remainder of my Life to the 
providences and grace of God, and the Conduct of his good 
Spirits. 6. I would meditate on the Frailty and uncertainty of 
human Life. At Noon I read Isaiah 55 and made a Recollection 
of Solemn Repetition of my Covenant, and P.M. I read Ps. 39. 

[I would perform none of these formalities as if I would thereby 
Merit anything before the Lord, but only in hopes they maybe 
some way beneficial to fix and excite and quicken my wandering, 
Vain heart]. 

On the above mention’d Day I resolv’d that I would, by Divine 
Assistance, Endeavour from this time forward 1. To make a 
great Business, a solemn, Set, Separated, Sanctify’d undiverted 
Business of Prayer; in Praying to Pray; to watch unto Prayer, 
and as much as I can to Delight in Prayer; 2. To make every 
part of my Life as directly to the purpose of Life as possible; 
3. As far as possible to do some Good every where and in Every 
Thing; 4. To watch against Formalities and ostentatiousness, 
and against relying upon Good Works. 5. To enquire diligently 
after the Great Designs of God in his Severe Dispensations to- 
wards me, in his Severe Inflictions on my Body, and of long 


Continuance, and carefully to attend to answer them, as far as 
God shall enable me. 


SEPTEMBER, 1731 


September 5. At Westborough. Since my Birth Day fell out 
this Year on the Sabbath (as the Time of my Birth itself was, and 
My first Solemn Dedication by Baptism the Same Day in the 
afternoon) I turn’d the Course of my wonted public Exercises in 
some Measure to suit the Season with me, seeing my mind would 
be unavoidably employ’d much this way. 

In my own retir’d Devotions I offer’d Thanks to God for the 
return of this Day, and Specially for the Divine Goodness in the 

1 From the Natalitia. 
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Course of this Year past in Vouchsafing me Such Measures of 
Recovery and Strength for the Divine Service; humbled my 
Self as I could for my innumerable Transgressions, the Sin of my 
Nature and the Vanity and impurity of my Childhood and Youth; 
and humbly Devoted my Self wholly to God and Committed my 
Self to Him in Covenant. Read Ps. 103 and then proceeded to 
the Family and Public Offices. I preach’d on Ps. 51, 10. I may 
Lament before God my Coldness, unhumbledness, my undedi- 
catedness to God Seeing I am under So peculiar and unspeakable 
Obligations! 


SEPTEMBER, 1732! 


September 5. At Westborough. Besides enlarging my De- 
votions according to my Custom on this Day, (in Praises for the 
Divine Mercies through my Life and particularly through this 
Year past, in reviewing my Life and humbling my Self for my 
past iniquitys, Vanitys, impuritys and impietys, and reading 
Such suitable passages of the Sacred Scriptures as Ps. 145, Dan. 
9, a.m., Ps. 103 and Job 14, p.m.), I made it considerably my 
Business to try and prove my Self whether I have indeed had a 
work of Grace Savingly wrought in my heart—in answer to the 
Following Question. 

Question. What are the Signs of Conversion, and are they to 
be found in me? (And I esteem it a proper Enquiry, on my 
Natural Birth Day, What I may be able to find of my Spiritual 
Birth unto God.) 


Answer. 1. Sign. Ps. 18, 23. I was upright before him, for 
I kept my Self from my own Iniquity. Do I? 

2 Sign. 2 Cor. 5, 17. If any man be in Christ he is a new 
Creature. Am I? Have I experienc’d this? 

3 Sign. Gal. 5, 24. He that is Christ’s hath Crucifyed the 
Flesh, with the Affections and Lusts. Have I? 

4 Sign. Rom. 8, 9. If any man have not the Spirit of Christ, 
he is none of His. Have I the Spirit of Christ? 


1 From the Natalitia. 
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N.B. Mr. Guthrys Trial uf a Saving Interest in Christ? of 
great use. 

N.B. Interruption by a woman under great Trouble of mind. 
Her name was Crouch,’ wife of William Crouch of Shrewsbury. 

N.B. An Earthquake just about (or a little after) Noon. 


SEPTEMBER, 1733! 


September 5. Westborough. See my Almanack for this Day. 
The Ordination of Mr. William Hobby at Reading (at which 
Solemnity I chose to be present) was manag’d with great Devo- 
tion by the principal Persons of the Council, who were ordainers. 
Mr. Appleton’s? Sermon (on 2 Tim. 2, 21) was especially very 
instructing and moving, And I hope was not without Some good 
quickening Influence upon Me. 

But I was not able to keep my Self through the whole (nor 
through so considerable part) of the Day, as I propos’d and 
hop’d for, upon my own particular Case—The Vanity of Com- 
pany, Strangers, Old Friends, etc.; my being much a stranger in 
the place, and riding off again the Same Day, extreamly and un- 
avoidably diverted me. 


SEPTEMBER, 1734! 


September 5. Westborough. 1. Thanksgiving, general partic- 
ular for the year past. 2. Confession, general, particular for 
the year past. Coldness and withdraws from God. Hypocriti- 
calness and formalness. 3. Petition. 4. Renewed Dedication. 
5. Serious purposes. 6. Before Each, Contemplation. 


? William Guthrie, Scottish Presbyterian divine, published The Christian’s Great Interest 
(c. 1658), which appeared in numerous later editions. 


* Mrs. Hannah Croutch. 


1 From the Natalitia. 
* Reverend Nathaniel Appleton of Cambridge. 


1 From the Natalitia. Although headings of pages of Parkman’s birthday for the 
years 1736 through 1742 appear in the Natalitia, he recorded no observations. 
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FEBRUARY, 1737! 


by the means thereof. That we may be awares and have our 
Eyes open our minds apprehensive now, and not have the first 
thorow sense of those Things in the midst of the unhappy Ex- 
perience of them. 

14. I put off my Journey by means that it was Town Meeting. 

15. I rode to Concord. Mr. Flagg® of Grafton my Company, 
from Biglo’s in Marlboro. Mr. Whiting* and his wife had rid 
out. Captain Joseph Buckley Spent the evening with us. I had 
conversation an hour or two with Mrs. Israel Whiting, lodged 
here. 

16. Lieutenant Trowbridge* came to Mr. Whiting’s and was 
my Company to Watertown. Lodged at Father Champney’s® at 
Cambridge. 

17. Rode to Boston. My mother still in a measure of Comfort 
through the Blessing of God. I could not be seasonable for 
lecture. N.B. Captain Foot® and Sister Elizabeth’ and Mrs. 
Mary Tilestone took a ride with me in a double Slay at evening 
to Captain Sharp’s® at Brookline, and Brother Elias® came to us 
upon my Horse, after supper there. At 10 o’clock they returned 
in the Slay but I tarried. N.B. The discovery of my Inclinations 
to Captain Sharp and to Madame. By their urgent Persuasions 
I tarried and lodged there. N.B. Mrs. Susanna Sharp.” 


1 The original of the diary from Sept. 1728 to Jan. 1740 has evidently been lost. Fortu- 
nately a portion of this (February 1737 to November 1737) was published by the West- 
borough Historical Society in The Diary of Ebenezer Parkman... , ed. by Harriette M. 
Forbes (Westborough, 1899). The present editor has been completely dependent upon 
the transcription of Mrs. Forbes, and only minor changes of form in her text have been 
made. This has meant, essentially, writing out abbreviated words as has usually been done 
throughout the diary. Some material from Mrs. Forbes’ notes has been incorporated in 
this work, and numerous other references added. 

* Eleazer Flagg. 

® Reverend John Whiting of Concord. 

‘William Trowbridge of Newton, selectman and deacon. 

5 Father of Parkman’s first wife, Mary Champney, who died Jan. 29, 1735/6. 

* Probably Captain John Foote of Amesbury, Mass. 

Mrs. Elias Parkman. 

8 A prominent and wealthy resident of Brookline. 

® Elias Parkman of Boston. 

© The daughter of Captain Robert Sharp whose hand in marriage Reverend Parkman 
was seeking. 
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18. I rode to Father Champney’s and thence to Westborough. 
N.B. Mr. Tilestone and Captain William Roby of Boston my 
Company from Watertown to Sudbury. 

19. Engaged in my preparations. N.B. I cast a handful or 
two of Salt into my Pump. 

20. On Luke 16, 13. P.M. repeated Sermon on Heb. 12, 1. 
At evening visited Mr. Stephen Fay" who was very low etc. 

21. The small matter of Salt which I cast into my Pump on 
the 19th wonderfully loosened the Spire though it had been frozen 
for a long time (See Downs’) and to our Joy and Pleasure had 
the use of the Pump again. Very pleasant weather. 

22. A number of Hands came to get wood. Mr. Grout” with 
his Team, Mr. Tainter® with his and Mr. Harrington" with his, 
Mr. Grow," Daniel Hardy, Daniel Forbush,"* Elias Rice, Noah 
Rice,” James Fay," James Bowman, Zebulon Rice, Solomon 
Rice, John Rogers, Timothy Warren, Jonathan Forbush, Junior, 
Thomas Winchester, David Baverick, Ebenezer Nurse, Simon 
Tainter, junior and Samuel Bumpso. 

23. Very stormy. Rain and Wind, especially very Windy in 
the Night. N.B. Sister Hicks” another son, born a little before 
night. 

24. Had sent to Mr. Prentice” of Grafton and very much de- 
pended upon him to preach my Lecture, but he failed. I repeated 
Sermon on Heb. 7, 25. A very cold day—very slippery—few at 
Lecture. Heard by Cousen Winchester that Sister Ruth Champ- 
ney at Cambridge was sick. 


1 The son of Captain John Fay. He survived this illness and later became a prominent 
citizen of Hardwick, Mass. Johnson, Fay Family Tree, pp. 26-27. 


2 Joseph Grout. 

8 Deacon Simon Tainter. 

“4 Samuel Harrington. 

% Samuel Grow. 

% Son of Deacon Jonathan Forbush. 

™ Son of Thomas Rice. 

#8 Son of Captain John Fay. 

1” Rebecca (Champney) Hicks, Parkman’s first wife’s sister. 


*® Reverend Solomon Prentice (Harvard 1727), minister of Grafton, 1731-1747. Sibley, 
VIII, 248-257. 
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25. A very cold day again. Ensign Ward of Marlborough 
here to obtain my Evidence of what the Association which met 
at Framingham October 16, 1733 judged concerning Mr. Kent.” 
At eve I gave my Testimony, confirmed by an Oath before 
Justice Keyes.” Ensign Ward being there present. 

26. At eve came Dr. Thyery but he would go and lodge at 
Ensign Maynard’s. 

27. A.M. on 2 Cor. 13, 14. Sacrament. Dr. Thyery and 
Deacon Fay and his wife dind with me. P.M. on Mat. 7, 3, 4, 5. 
Dr. Thyery at eve, but was called away to visit Stephen Fay. 

28. The weather was very Raw Cold. The Wind was north 
and very bleak. I visited Mr. Beeman’s* Family and Mr. David 
Brigham. The Dauter of the former and the Wife of the Latter 
were ill. 

Monsieur Thyery came to my house P.M. and I had some 
Expectations of Mr. Prentice of Grafton, and his wife to visit 
me, but they did not come. The Doctor spent the evening and 
good part of the night with me, but presently after he got to Bed 
came Simon Tainter, Junior upon a most urgent message from 
Stephen Fay, to have the Doctor visit him forthwith. Howbeit 
he would not rise till he had taken several naps. I did not get 
to bed till past three o’clock. N.B. Town Meeting to add to 
the Seats in Meeting House. 


MARCH, 1737 


1. It had been very Icy and now by a snow upon the Ice and 
it was very Slippery and Troublesome riding. I rode to Mr. 
Cook’s! to fix my Horse. Called at Captain Forbush’s.? 

2. Sister Lydia rode down to Cambridge with me. N.B. We 
set out somewhat before 10 A.M., rode double, yet got to Father 


% Benjamin Kent (Harvard 1727), minister at Marlborough, 1733 to 1735 was dismissed 
and tried as a heretic. 


2 Captain John Keyes of Shrewsbury. 
% Ebenezer Beeman of Westborough. 


1 Cornelius Cook, the blacksmith of Westborough. 
? Samuel Forbush. 


| 


382 AMERICAN ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY [Oct., 


Champney’s at Cambridge promptly at 5 P.M. N.B. Mr. 
John Jarvis was returning from his journey to Marlborough, 
whither he had been to wait upon Mrs. Hannah Breck,* who 
made a visit yesterday to her sister Mrs. Gott‘ in her illness. 

From Father Champney’s I rode to Roxbury, called at Mr. 
Increase Sumner’s. Thence I rode to Boston, waited upon my 
mother, and then went and Supped at Brother Elias’s. N.B. Mr. 
Bowman the wharfinger and his wife at Supper with us. My 
Horse sent to his Stables. Lodged at Brother Elias’s. 

3. Mr. Mather® Lectured on [blank] against Covetousness. 
Dined at Brother Samuel’s.6 P.M. visited Mrs. Pierpont,’ Mrs. 
Hannah being at Marlborough. Mr. Pierpont also had taken a 
Journey to New Haven. Towards night I rode over to Roxbury. 
N.B. Mrs. Sumner? ill. I proceeded to Captain Sharp’s.® By 
Captain Sharp’s strong Solicitation I tarried all night. N.B. 
Mrs. Susan not very willing to go so far in the Country as West- 
borough, etc., etc., etc. 

4. I rode to Father Champney’s. Thence I went over to the 
Town. N.B. Mr. Jonathan Monnef, Junior at Father Champ- 


ney’s. I returned P.M. from Town and went again to Captain 
Sharp’s. N.B. Captain Sharp and Madame gone to the Funeral 
of a Relative at Roxbury. I tarried whilst the Captain and his 
Spouse came home. Arguments which be fruitless with Mrs. 
Susan. I returned to Father Champney’s between 8 and g in the 
Evening. 


* The daughter of the late Reverend Robert Breck of Marlborough who married Rev- 
erend Parkman of Westborough, Sept. 1, 1737. 


‘Sarah Breck, also a daughter of the Reverend Breck, married Dr. Benjamin Gott of 
Marlborough in 1728. 

5 Reverend Samuel Mather of the Old North Church, Boston. 

* Samuel Parkman of Boston. 

7 Mary, the widow of Reverend James Pierpont (Harvard 1681) of New Haven. She 
was the daughter of Reverend Samuel Hooker of Farmington, Conn., and the grand- 
daughter of Reverend Thomas Hooker, the first minister of Hartford. Parkman was very 
fond of Mrs. Pierpont and she appears in the diary numerous times. After her death, 
Nov. 1, 1740, Parkman wrote a long eulogy which he intended to publish but did not. The 
manuscript is in the library of the American Antiquarian Society. See Sibley, III, 222-230. 

® Mrs. Increase Sumner. 

* In Brookline. 
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5. Sister Lydia was willing to go up again to Westborough 
with me if the weather would allow. Upon her mentioning her 
carrying up some other Coloured clothes than her black, and our 
putting off our Mourning it (by Degrees) moved me very much 
and my Passions flowed almost beyond Controll, till I was 
obliged to retire away. Every matter most exceeding Sorrowful 
to me. The weather was very discouraging to Sister Lydia’s 
Design, nor could she in prudence venture though I tarryed for 
her till 11 when I set out. It rained and I had a very wet trouble- 
some Journey. I rode over the new Bridge in Sudbury and 
went to Captain Clark’s” of Framingham. The Waters flow 
abundantly, Ice rotts away, the Snow melts again, the Rain 
beats and the Storm strong. Captain Clark very urgent to have 
me stay, but I was resolute to get as far as I could. I called at 
Mr. Stone’s" at Southborough, and about nine at night reached 
home. D.O.M. Gratia. 


6. Repeated Sermon on Acts 2, 37, 38. Dr. Thyery at meeting. 

7. Dr. Thyery visited me and dind with me. I prayed with 
the Town before their Elections. Mr. Prentice of Grafton visited 
me, and note well that the Day I went from home last week both 
he and his wife came to see me, just after we were gone. A very 
fine pleasant Day. 

8. Cloudy. Some Snow. N.B. Many of the People gone to 
Sudbury about Housetonic Rights.” 

g. The water everywhere exceeding high. Visit Mr. Sam Fay, 
and Stephen Fay. 

10. The Winds more than ordinarily violent. A Barn was 
blown down in Framingham. A man narrowly escaped drowning 
at Framingham River. The water being so deep, the Current 
so strong and the Winds so impetuous. 


Isaac Clark. 


1 Reverend Nathan Stone (Harvard 1726), first minister of Southborough, 1730-1781. 
Sibley, VIII, 99-105. 


2 The development of Houssatonnuc townships was a matter of interest to numerous 
people in central Massachusetts. Reverend Parkman later purchased a share in the area 


that became Sheffield. 
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11. Divers Neighbours (Mr. Maynard, Mr. Grout, and Mr. 
Charles Rice), here in the Evening. Catechizing, but only 4 
boys, besides my own. No catechizing P.M. No children came. 

12. [No entry]. 

13. A.M. on Matt. 7, 6 and P.M. repeated Sermon 46 being 
the 4th on Act 2, 37, 38. 

14. I visited Stephen Fay, Captain Fay and old Mr. Rice." 
David went away. 

15. Early in the morning to Mr. Whipples,™ etc. At noon I 
was extremely indisposed. Faint etc. Storm, snow. P.M. Dr. 
Thyery was here, I grew better. D.G. 

16. Dies. Humill. and Proc. Secret. See my own Memoirs. 
At eve, Mr. Whipple. N.B. An ewe that was gored very ill— 
fine pleasant Day. Roads extremely hollow. Some of the oldest 
persons declare they scarce ever knew the Earth to have been so 
frozen as this winter. 

17. A.M. Storm of snow. Rain. Trouble with my sick ewe. 
Mr. Whipple to Boston. 

18. P.M. I rode to Marlborough to Colonel Wood’s.™ Eve 
at Dr. Gott’s.* Mrs. Gott had been very ill, but is recovering. 
Mrs. Hannah Breck with her, but I spent my time with the men, 
scil. the Doctor, Colonel, and Mr. Daniel Steward.” Late in 
the Evening Deacon Woods"™ came to request me to visit a young 
woman at his House (Dauter of Mr. Samuel Stow)” apprehended 
to be at the Point of Death. I went, prayed with her etc. I 
lodged at Colonel Wood’s. 

19. A.M. To Dr. Gott’s but a short space with Mrs. Hannah.” 
At my Request, she had (she assured me) burnt my Letters, 


3 Thomas Rice, an original settler of Westborough. 
“4 Francis Whipple of Westborough. 

% Colonel Benjamin Woods. 

% Benjamin Gott of Marlborough. 

7 Daniel Stewart of Marlborough. 


48 There was no Deacon Woods in Marlborough at this time. James Woods was elected 
in 1741 and served many years. 


1” Mary Stow died March 20, 1737. 
* Hannah Breck of Marlborough whom the Rev. Parkman was courting. 
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Poems etc. P.M. Funeral of Captain Eleazer How.” Captain 
Brigham” informed of the Death of President Wadsworth,” the 
Night before last, also lately Part of Northampton Meeting- 
House fell and wounded many, in time of Divine Service, and 
the Burning of Young Colonel Chandler’s* House at Woodstock, 
and three persons consumed in it, scil., Mrs. Wright, her son and 
a man who was asleep with him. I returned home. At eve, Dr. 
Thiery at my house in great Urgency going to Boston for Drugs, 
to relieve Stephen Fay, no persuading him to the Contrary altho 
the Roads are extreme Bad, the night Dark etc. N.B. A piece 
of Cotton Linnen of 12 yards from Mr. Caruths. 


20. On Matt. 7, 7, 8. P.M. on Matt. 7, 9, 10, 11. 


21. I visited Stephen Fay—was at the Captain’s, find Thyery 
is not a man of Truth or Probity. At Cousin Winchester’s etc. 


22. Rain and Cloudy. Visited old Mr. Ward’s* Family, 
reckoned with Mr. Josiah Newton. Rainy—came home in the 
Night and in the Rain. 


23. Cold notherly wind. P.M. visited old David Monanaow,” 
Indian, he tells me he was 104 last Indian Harvest. Says the 
name of Boston was not Shawmut but Shanwawmuck. Chauncy 
Pond was called Nawgawwoomcom and Marlborough, [blank]. 
N.B. Mr. Seth Rice” here about this time to discourse with me 
on the life of his sister Thankful. I visited Mr. David Brigham’s™® 
family, and old Captain Byles.” 


24. Froze hard again last night. Cold windy day. 


%1 Of Marlborough. The commander of a company of militia. 
® Nathan Brigham of Marlborough. 
% President Benjamin Wadsworth of Harvard College. 


%* Lieutenant-Colonel Thomas Chandler, Woodstock’s first representative to the Gen- 
eral Assembly of Conn. Clarence W. Bowen, Woodstock An Historical Sketch (New 
York, 1886), p. 47. 

% Probably Thomas Ward, an original settler of Westborough. 


% Sometimes spelled Munnanaw and Munnanaow. He fought with King Philip but 
afterwards returned to his home in Marlborough. 


Seth Rice and his sister Thankful were 2 of the children of Edmund Rice, an original 
settler of Westborough. 


% One of Parkman’s neighbors. 
* Captain Joseph Byles of Westborough. 
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25. I rode to Marlborough, din’d with Mr. Hovey at Mm. 
Madame Fish’s. Spent the afternoon at Dr. Gott’s—was at the 
Colonel’s, but returned to Doctor’s. Mr. Hovey there with a 
Bass Viol. N.B. Mrs. Hannah Breck at the Doctor’s still. Our 
conversation of a piece with what it used to be. I mark her ad- 
mirable Conduct, her Prudence and wisdom, her good manners 
and her distinguishing Respectfulness to me which accompany 
her Denyals. After it grew late in the Evening, I rode home to 
Westborough, through the Dark and the Dirt, but cheerfully and 
comfortably (comparatively). N.B. My Family all abed. 


26. I had appointed to ride to Grafton in order to changing 
with Mr. Prentice tomorrow, but it proved so very Rainy all 
day that it was unpracticable. 


27. Fair and pleasant Day. Matt. 7, 12 A.M., but P.M. re- 
peated Sermon II, Acts 2, 37, 38. N.B. Mr. Silas Brigham® 
and Mr. Eleazer Pratt*! of Shrewsbury had desired me to baptize 
their Children. Accordingly, in my manner I desired the Chil- 
dren might be brought forth to Baptism. But only one appeared. 
I looked about till I conceived that something had befallen the 
other or those concerned with it. I proceeded and baptized Mr. 
Pratt’s (which was the Child that was brought) when the prayers 
were over we proceeded to the last Singing; in the Time of the 
last Singing Mr. Brigham and his Child came in. After the 
Blessing and when I was down in the Alley going out, Mr. Brig- 
ham asked me whether his child could not be baptized. I answered, 
it could not now. My Reasons are these. Besides that, when 
I am spent with the foregoing Services, it is too much to expect 
me to repeat over them again. Besides that, such a custom 
indulged would involve us in great irregularity and Difficulty, 
but this administration for my known Friends would have forced 
me to make it a custom, and besides the impatience of many of 
the Congregation to get away home, being they live 4, § or 6 


® Of Westborough. The child was Jemima, born 4 days before. On April 3, 1737 the 
child was baptized by Reverend Prentice of Grafton. 


# Eleazer and Ruhamah Pratt lived in a part of Shrewsbury later added to Westborough. 
Their child, Sarah, was six months old. 
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miles off. Besides those Reasons, I would urge that is was so 
very sudden upon me that I could not judge which way I could 
vindicate it if I should proceed. Again, by the suddenness I was 
too much confused to have my Power at command to perform 
the Devotions; nor was I furnished therefor (Eccl. 5, 1, 2). So 
that it would have been nothing short of horrible Presumption 
for me to have done it. Lydia Cutting not well. 


28. Lydia*® worse, having a bad Ague in her face and it threw 
her wholly by; but it was so ordered in Providence, that Deborah 
Ward came to see us and she served us. 

Adjournment of Town Meeting. N.B. Brother Hicks* had 
been chosen Constable, but gets off by virtue of a Commission 
to be Deputy Sheriff. (David Baverick diets here.) 


29. Very Rainy. Lydia worse, considerable Fever. Benjamin 
How with David at his work and din’d with us. Neither of them 
to be persuaded to go for Dr. Gott for Lydia. Jonathan Rogers 
came to go, but we did not send. 


30. Lydia somewhat better, very fine weather. 


31. Publick Fast. I preached on Isa. 1,9. N.B. Mr. Abra- 
ham Amsden™ of Marlborough here to desire me to attend the 
Funeral of his Brother Thomas’ only Son,** a youth near 21, and 
very hopeful, who died after a short illness of but a few Days. 
O that I and that the people of Westborough, at least some of 
them might be of that small Remnant which God has left of 
truely Godly Ones! and O that we might have Grace to Demean 
and to acquit ourselves as such; and that it might please God to 
keep off His Judgments that this Land may not be made as 
Sodom or like unto Gomorrah, but that the Divine Mercy might 


be afforded to us as we need it and that Glory may yet Dwell in 
our Land! 


® Lydia Champney, the sister of Parkman’s first wife. 


# John Hicks, Parkman’s brother-in-law by his first marriage. 


* Abraham and Thomas, as well as Captain Isaac, were sons of Isaac Amsden, an early 
resident of Marlborough. 


% Joseph, who had died the day before. 
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APRIL, 1737 


1. I rode down to Marlborough to the Funeral of Joseph Ams- 
den’s. Many youth present and seem to be affected. O that 
there might be abiding impression on their souls! and upon all of 
us. This is the second death in that near Neighbourhood of 
youth in Flower and Glory within a very little while. N.B. 
This Joseph Amsden was one of the Bearers of the other, scil, 
the young woman that Dyed at Deacon James Wood’s on the 
19th of last month. After Burial I returned to Captain Amsden’s 
to afford him what consolation I could under his melancholy 
circumstances. N.B. Colonel Woods with me. N.B. Captain 
Nathan Brigham gave further accounts of the Fury of the Mob 
at Boston—assaulting the Town House etc. At Eve, I was at 
Dr. Gotts, Mrs. Hannah was thought to be gone up to Mr. 
Week’s! or Captain Williams,’ with design to lodge there, but 
she returned to the Doctors. And she gave me her Company 
till it was very late. Her Conversation was very Friendly, and 
with divers expressions of Singular and Peculiar Regard. Memo- 
randum. Oscul. But she cannot yield to being a step mother. 
I lodged there, and with great satisfaction and Composure. 

Memorandum. Ebenezer* has begun to learn his 2. Accidence 
and now makes a Business of it. 


SEPTEMBER, 1737 


[blank] which were upon their journey to Connecticut came to 
see us, dind with us and prevented us (although Sister Lydia 
and Mrs. Bekky were gone already as Earnest of our Going) till 
so late in the P.M., then the Rain coming also that we were 
utterly disappointed. 

21. We rode to Cousen Winchester,’ but they being gone and 


1 Supply Weeks of Marlborough. 


? Captain Abraham Williams of Marlborough married Elizabeth Breck, sister of Hannah 
Breck. 


* Parkman’s first son, born Aug. 20, 1727. 


1 Elizabeth Champney, cousin of Parkman’s first wife, was the second wife of Benjamin 
Winchester of Framingham. 
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their neighbours also to Worcester, we struck along up to Mr. 
Prentice’s at Grafton. N.B. Their son Nathaniel’s finger had 
been wounded, the Top of one of his Fingers being cut off. N.B. 
Mrs. Sartel* of Groton here. Called at Captain Fay’s as we re- 
turned home in evening. 

22. Visited Captain Eager’s* wife who had been some time 
sick. 

23. John Clung‘ so urgent for his money (because of his jour- 
ney to Pennsylvania) that I was obliged to ride about to gather 
it, till I succeeded at Treasurer Newton’s. 

24. Message from John Hamilton’ under condemnation for 
Burglary requesting that I would visit him. N.B. Lydia sick 
and my wife® burthened with the Business of the Family. N.B. 
Fire raging in the Bushes on the west side of Powder Hill, drie 
by the Drought and the Frost and the Wind very high. Brother 
Hicks alone there, till I assisted him, and we succeeded. D.G. 

25. Mr. Pierpont came to us this morning, having come from 
Boston but a little before sunset last evening. N.B. News that 
the vessel in which his goods were had struck upon Martha’s 
Vineyard, but had got off again. He (as he can) pursues his 
journey to see in what condition they are at New Haven. A.M. 
I repeated on 1 Chron. 26, 9. P.M. I preached on 1 Pet. 3, 7. 

26. Mr. Pierpont and his wife left us. I with my wife ac- 
companied them to Shrewsbury. I still continued with them as 
far as Worcester and dined with them at Captain Howard’s. P.M. 
having taken leave of those Excellent Friends, I rode to Mr. 
Burr’s,’ not finding him at home, I hastened to the Prison to see 


? Probably a relative of Sarah Sartele (Sartell or Sawtell) who married Reverend Solomon 
Prentice of Grafton in 1732. 

3 James Eager of Westborough. 

4 Should be McClung. 

5 Otherwise known as Hugh Henderson, at that time in jail in Worcester awaiting 
execution. 

6 On Sept. 1, 1737, Hannah Breck, daughter of the late Reverend Robert Breck of Marl- 
borough became Ebenezer Parkman’s second wife. Hannah was 21, some 13 years younger 
than Reverend Ebenezer. She bore him 11 children and survived him nineteen years. She 
died in 1801 at the age of 81. 

7 Reverend Isaac Burr of Worcester. 


=. 
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the Criminal. Among other Questions, I asked him his true 
Name? He answered Hugh Henderson. He acquainted me with 
his Birth and Baptism etc. He was much concerned and dis- 
tressed about his state, and ready to confess himself a great 
Sinner, etc. I prayed with him. He requested I would come and 
see him again. I hastened to Shrewsbury and with my wife, 
returned in the evening. N.B. John McClung took leave of us. 


27. We took up our Flax. We supp’d at Brother Hicks’s. 
28. I was much indisposed with Headache. 


29. Lectured on 1 Sam. 15, 22. At eve Mr. Jarvis came from 
Boston. 


30. [No entry]. 


OCTOBER, 1737 


1. [No entry]. 


2. Sacrament. Ps. 63, 8. Repeated on Is. §3, 1. Patience 
Forbush! came again. 


3. Catechized at the Meeting House. Judge Dudley? on his 
return from Springfield made us a visit, and dind with us. Lydia 
Cutting left us. 


4. Mr. Jarvis, Sister Lydia’ and I rode to Cambridge. Mrs. 
Susé Champney‘ there. Mr. Jarvis lodged with me at Father 
Champney’s.’ N.B. I rode down to Mr. Dana’s® Tavern about 
my Wife’s Trunk. 


5. Early this morning we rode to Mr. Dana’s again, and saw 
the Trunk in good order, in the Team to be transported up, and 
then we proceeded to Boston. Dined at Brother Elias’s. My 
honored Mother in good health. D.G. I returned to Cambridge. 
Found Mrs. Susé Champney there still. 


1 Daughter of Deacon Jonathan Forbush of Westborough. 

* Paul Dudley (Harvard 1690), later Chief Justice of Massachusetts. Sibley, IV, 42-54. 
3 Lydia Champney. 

* Susanna Champney, cousin of the first Mrs. Parkman. 

5 Samuel Champney, Sr., father of Parkman’s first wife. 

* Jonathan Dana kept a tavern near the center of Brookline. 
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6. N.B. I set out from Cambridge before Day—got to Har- 
rington’s before sun rising from there set out at sunrise, but did not 
get up to Westborough till nigh one. Visited Hannah Bond, who 
lay sick at Captain Forbush’ After that dind at Home. Young 
men came to gather my Corn. Set them to work. 

Went to the private meeting at Mr. Townsend’s® and preached 
on 2 Pet. 1, 10. Visited Hannah Bond again. About 18 or 20 
hands husked out all my Corn. N.B. In my absence Winter 
Apples gathered in. 


7. Mr. John Pratt brought home my cyder which he had made. 


8. Mr. Pratt brought home the remainder of my cyder. Susa 
Cutting came. 


9g. I repeated my Sermon IV upon Is. 53, 1 from John 10, 26. 
P.M. Sermon 11 on 1 Sam. 15, 22 from Ps. 40, 6, 8. 


10. Visited Mrs. Dantforth® who is in a languishing state. 
Was also at Mr. Hayward’s” and at Mr. Lock’s." 


11. Visited Mrs. Rogers” who is sick, Hannah Bond and old 
Mrs. Pratt. N.B. overtook some Travellers on Foot with 
their Muskets: one of them very unmannerly and saucy. P.M. 
Mr. Tozier™ and his wife here. Old Mr. Rice™ visited us. John 
McClung here. 


12. I went to Worcester to see Hugh Henderson, found him 
in much the same distressed state that I left him in, but I hope 
more knowing and acquainted with his Condition and with his 
Duty. N.B. Mr. Burr at the Goal with me. I prayed with him, 
a multitude attending. He earnestly desired me to see him again 
and wishes over and over that I would preach to him. 


7 Captain Samuel Forbush of Westborough. 

§ Joshua Townsend of Westborough. 

® Mrs. John Danforth. 

10 Simeon Hayward. 

4 Joshua Lock. 

13 Mrs. John Rogers. 

% Probably Mrs. John Pratt. 

“4 Richard Tozer of Westborough. 

% Edmund Rice, an original settler of Westborough. 
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N.B. When I called at Mr. Cushing’s'* as I went up, Colonel 
Woods was there, on his return from Rutland. As I returned in 
the evening, there rose a storm of Lightening and Rain. Mr. 
Lock came and carried in Corn. 

13. John McClung (who lodged here last night) carried in 
more of the Corn from the Barn. Paid John the whole and he 
bid farewell. At evening Brother Hicks helped in more Corn. 

14. Jonathan Rogers got in Pumpkins, and the remainder of 
the Corn. 

15. Noah How helped in with Turnips and some of the Pota- 
toes. At eve old Mr. Rice, Mr. Jarvis came up. 

16. Mat. 3, 1-4. John 16, 8. N.B. I was called away be- 
tween 8 and g in the morning to see old Captain Byles, who was 
very bad with his Throat and at night I visited him again. N.B. 
The Congregation disturbed P.M. by the burning of Mr. David 
Brigham’s House but when people gathered in again, and were 
composed, I went on with the rest of my sermon. A very sorrow- 
ful Providence! a great Loss! but I trust them and all of us to 
profit by it, that our Hearts may be taken off from temporal 
transitory Enjoyments. 

17. Rainy. Various Company all day and at Evening. N.B. 
Mr. James Fay dind with us. N.B. Mr. Wheeler” distressed in 
Conscience for Hugh Henderson. Captain Williams from Marlboro. 

18. Visited Captain Byles who is grown exceeding bad again. 
Visited the wife of William Rogers, Junior and proceeded to Mr. 
Brigham’s to see their Desolations. A Sorrowful Sight! I de- 
sire heartily to sympathize. Returned to Captain Byles. He 
dyed this evening. N.B. Mr. Jarvis went to Boston in the 
morning. N.B. Mr. Jonathan Forbes" at my house in the Eve- 
ning and after him Messers. Edward and Benjamin Goddard.” 

19. Mr. Brigham’s son David fetched away divers things 
which we lent them in their necessity. Nathan Maynard P.M. 
digging Potatoes. 

% Reverend Job Cushing of Shrewsbury. 

1 Joseph Wheeler. 


48 Deacon Jonathan Forbush was one of the first to change the name to Forbes. 
1 The Goddards were from Shrewsbury. 
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20. Funeral of Captain Joseph Byles. My Spouse, Mrs. Rich- 
ard Burrough and my Dauter Molly all there with me. The 
deceased was a bright example of Diligence and Industry in his 
calling, Constancy at the House of God, diligent attention to the 
Worship and Word preached, Truth and Faithfulness to his 
word and exact Honesty in his Trading. To which add a singu- 
larly manly Heroic Spirit. Visited old Mrs. Pratt at Eve. Cap- 
tain Eager came home with us. 


21. Closely engaged in my preparations. At eve Brother 
William Parkman came from the Council at Concord, which had 
voted Mr. Whiting” unfit to sustain the holy ministry and ad- 
vised the church of Concord to dismiss him, which they complied 
with. N.B. Mr. Francis Pierce here—finished with him about 
his Boards. N.B. My Brother left us. Dr. Gott called in, P.M. 
I rode to Shrewsbury and met with Mr. Burr at Mr. Cushing’s. 
I proceeded to Worcester and stopped at the Goal at the Grates 
to speak with the Prisoner and to put him in mind of the prepara- 
tions needful for him to make in order to keeping his Last Sabbath. 


I lodged at Mr. Burr’s. 


23. Early in the morning began to write my address to the 
Prisoner. A.M. on Eccl. 11, 9, a crowded assembly, poor Hugh 
Henderson present. P.M. on Job 3, 36. A very great congrega- 
tion, it being in their apprehension the last Sabbath Sermon the 
poor Criminal is to hear. At evening called at Mr. Eaton’s* and 
at the Sherrif’s, who went with me to the Prison. I interrogated 
the Prisoner what was the occasion of his coming to this country— 
whether he had discovered and acknowledged all that was fit and 
proper for him to reveal? Whether he had any confederates? A 
great number flocked in the Goal when at his Request I prayed 
with him. I left him between 8 and 9. By that I went to Mr. 
Cushing’s where I intended to lodge. They were all in Bed 
wherefore, though cold, I proceeded home to my own House. 
N.B. Mr. Jarvis came up last night in a chair. 


® Reverend John Whiting, minister of the First Church in Concord, 1712-1737. 


% Joshua Eaton (Harvard 1735), the first lawyer to settle in Worcester and later the 
first minister of Spencer. Sibley, LX, 533-538. 
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24. Mr. Burr left us early in the morning. P.M. Mr. Jarvis, 
my wife, Mrs. Bekky and I rode to the Great Pond to Captain 
Warren’s* and Captain Forbush’s. N.B. Supped at Captain 
Forbush’s. 

25. Mr. Jarvis and Mrs. Bekky Burough left us. I rode to 
Hopkinton Association. All that came besides were Mr. Nathan 
Stone and Mr. Solomon Prentice. Mr. Barrett™ concio on 1 Pet. 
4, 11. If any man speaketh. 

26. Public Lecture by Mr. Solomon Prentice on Job 12, 35. 
First part. N.B. I had a very Sudden Turn of Sharp Pain in my 
Side after Dinner, but through Mercy, I recovered. 

Mr. Prentice went home with me and lodged at our House. 

27. Rode with Mr. Prentice to Grafton and preached his 
Lecture on Jude 10, 21. Returned to Westboro at night. N.B. 
The Governor has reprieved Hugh Henderson for a month at the 
request of Mr. Burr and Mr. Prentice. 

28. Ah! what sad grounds of Severe Reflection upon myself 
for my wretched negligence and unfaithfulness! How great need 
of renewing and fixing my Resolutions of Reformation. But 


especially of crying unto God for pardon of what is past and 
Grace to assist and quicken me henceforward! 

29. [No entry]. 

30. All day on Job, 3, 36. Rain A.M. High winds at even. 
N.B. Mr. Chamberlain™ din’d with us. 


NOVEMBER, 1737 
. Visited Mr. Danforth. 
[No entry]. 

. Stormy. 

. Very cold. 

. I rode to Southborough. Met Mr. Stone by Captain 
Warren’s. Very cold. Mr. Peabody! and Mr. Moquet? of Fram- 
ingham here. 


® Daniel Warren. 

% Reverend Samuel Barrett of Hopkinton. 

* Ebenezer Chamberlain of Westborough. 

1 Reverend Oliver Peabody of Natick. 

* Francis Moquet, an innkeeper. Temple, Framingham, pp. 642-643. 
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6. Preached at Southborough, on Job 3, 36 A. and P.M. At 
eve, Colonel Ward* and his wife came in to Mr. Stone’s. N.B. 
The Colonel’s exceptions against that passage in my forenoon ser- 
mon, p. 2—too Small for the Divine Oracle to have been exprest 
about either. 

7. At Mr. Tim Brigham’s.* Mr. Stone brought Mrs. Parkman 
to his House, we dind there, after which I rode to visit old Mrs. 
Morse’ at Marlborough, confined by her Broken Bone, and in 
great distress of mind, whilst Mr. Stone went with my wife up to 
Dr. Gott’s. There we tarried all night. 

8. Called at Captain Williams, and at Mr. Ebenezer Beeman’s 
on our way home. P.M. Funeral of one of Mrs. Seth Rice’s 
Dauters® who dyed by a Quinsy. Rain. N.B. The Floor of the 
Room at Mr. Rice’s broke under us. 

g. Stormy. 

10. I rode to Mr. Wheeler’s, called at Mr. Danforth’ as I 
went, but din’d at Mr. Wheeler’s. N.B. Mr. Thomas Ward at 
Mr. Nathan Balls’s. I was at Mr. Lawrence’s® and at Mr. Ger- 
shom Fay’s® and at Mr. McCollister’s.° N.B. Disappointment 
about Swine notwithstanding my long Dependence. 

11. We first tyed up our Cattle in the Barn. My oxen were 
at work for Mr. David Brigham’s to cart stones for their chim- 
neys. I was at Mr. Grout’s about Beef. 

12. Fine warm day. 

13. John 3, 36 and P.M. on John 16, 8. Captain Eager sick. 

14. Brother Hicks went to Cambridge upon my Horse. 

15. Trooping and Training—prayed with the foot before Din- 
ner and dind with the officers of both Horse and Foot—prayed 

3 Colonel William Ward of Southborough. 


‘Timothy Brigham was a distinguished citizen of Southborough, being town treasurer 
and selectman for many years. 


§ Widow of Joseph Morse. 

6 Ruth Rice uied Nov. 7, 1737, age about 18 months. 
7 John Danforth of Westborough. 

8 Benjamin Lawrence of Westborough. 


® Gershom Fay, Jr., the nephew of Captain John Fay lived in that part of Westborough 
that later became Northborough. 


© John McCollister. 
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with the whole Body at Eve. N.B. Captain Eager detained by 
his sickness and Lieutenant Baker" also absent. N.B. I wrote 
to Worcester by Captain Moses Rice,” being I could not visit 
the Prisoner. 

16. Brother Hicks came up with Sister Willard." 

17. Mr. Tainter came to me before Sunrise and informed me 
of a most Sudden and awful accident in their neighbourhood. 
That the wife of Mr. Joshua Harrington (who came up with his 
Family to Dwell among us, but this Day three weeks) was Shot 
in the head last evening, a little before Sundown, by a servant 
named Ebenezer Chubb in his 15th year, and she dyed upon the 
Spot. Mr. Tainter was going for the Coroner. Public Thanks- 
giving. Preached on Lev. 3, 1. After the publick exercises, the 
Coroner’s Inquest sat on the body of Mrs. Harrington and their 
verdict was Accidental Death. 

18. My wife and Sister were with me at the funeral of Mrs. 
Harrington. 

19. [No entry]. 

20. Sacrament. John 16, 8, repeated. Mat. 10, 29, 30 P.M. 
N.B. Mrs. Trewsdale™ of Newton, mother of Mrs. Harrington, 
above mentioned, dind with us. 

21. I rode up to Worcester to see Hugh Henderson again. 
Was sorry to find he had tried to make his escape by filing the 
Goal door. We talked more of other matters, and kept longer 
off from the main point of his case than heretofore. I’m more 
put to it to judge of his Frame. Mr. Burr came to me, requested 
me to preach to him on Wednesday. Hugh desires it of me, and 
several of the people repeatedly and urgently insist and plead 
for it. I prayed with the prisoner and took leave at about seven 
o’clock. N.B. His Discourses of the Jury, not going by the laws 
of God and the Country in Condemning him, having but Circum- 
stantial Evidence. As to Newton, he offered him all reasonable 

1! Edward Baker, an original settler of Westborough. 

2 Keeper of a public house in Worcester. 


8 Parkman’s sister, Susanna, wife of Captain Josiah Willard of Salem. 


4 Newton Vital Records indicate that Elizabeth Trusdall married Joshua Harrington in 
1731. 


1961.] Tue Diary or EBENEZER PARKMAN 397 


Satysfaction, etc. But he added, that he was guilty, and his 
many sins had provoked Gnd to anger, etc. 

I called at Mr. Cushings and supped there. Thence I rode 
home. 

22. Deacon Miles of Concord here to bring the Request of the 
Church that I would assist in the Fast they have appointed in 
order to the Calling another Minister. 

23. The wife and younger son of Mr. Increase Ward very bad. 
I visited them and old Mrs. Pratt A.M. P.M. I rode up to 
Worcester at the Request of the Criminal and others to preach 
to him. There were so many at the Goal that we were obliged 
to go to the Meeting-House. I preached on 1 Tim. 1,15. Supped 
(with Mr. Campbell)® at Deacon Haywards.'* We visited the 
Prisoner. He spoke of having a solemn warning taken from his 
mouth, but chose to have it deferred to the morning, but prayed 
I would be early. We lodged at Mr. Burr’s. 

24. I went to the Prisoner as early as I could, and Mr. Burr 
was with me to assist in penning down what the Prisoner had to 
deliver by way of Confession and Warning to the World before 
his Execution. In it I was as punctual and strict as I could be 
in inserting his own words as near as I could, and when any others 
were used. It [Here this portion of the diary ends]. 


1738 
JANUARY 


1. Nothing less than Patience and Forbearance which is Divine 
could permitt me another Year Still! A.M. on Mat. 8, 5—P.M.., 
on Eccl. 1, 2. I would Committ to God the Events of this Year, 
and I would enter a fixed Resolution, by the Grace of God to 
Serve Him in Fidelity in Some preferable Degree to what I have 
done heretofore. 


2. Was at the Funeral of the Young Child of Mr. Thomas 
Bruce. 


4% Reverend John Campbell of Oxford. 
% Deacon Daniel Heywood of the Old South Church in Worcester. 
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3. Was at the Funeral of a Child! of Mr. Josiah Russell, of 
about § years old, an hopefull, desirable Child—The Third that 


has dyd of late by the Quincy, and the roth that has dyd in 10 
weeks. 


4. Captain Eager calld me in the morning to go over to Upton 
to the Ordination of Mr. Thomas Weld.? Mr. Tainter also went 
over with us. The Churches sent to were, the Church in Mendon, 
Brookline, Hopkinton, Attlebury, Uxbridge and Grafton; Mr. 
Barrett prayd before Sermon, Mr. Allen* preach’d on Isa. 6, 8. 
Mr. Dorr* gave the Charge; Mr. Weld of Attlebury the right 
Hand. Entertainment was plentifull at Ensign Woods. N.B. 
Deacon Millins' of Hopkinton Disputes for Ruling Elders, in 
opposition to the Doctrine deliver’d to Day. A very fine, bright, 
moderate Day. Return’d at Evening. 


5. At Private Meeting at Brother Hicks’s. Preached on Ps. 
73, 25. Received the melancholly news of the Death of Madame 
Chandler, who deceasd on [blank]. 


6. James Bradish, Junior, carryd away my Flax to dress it. 


7. Visited Mr. Increase Wards Family, 4 of them being sick. 
Rebecca very low. 


8. On Matt. 8, 5-1 Cor. 15, 31. Moderate Day. Large 
Company. 

g. Visited Mr. Wards Family again. Rebecca still living, 
though exceeding bad. Sent by Mr. Whipple to Boston—Letters 
from New Haven. Moderate, bright Day. N.B. Mr. Campbell 
of Oxford here. 


10. Visited old Mr. Forbush. Returnd by Mr. Cooks’ and 
Mr. Wards. 


1 The death of neither child is recorded in Westborough Vital Records. 
2 (Harvard 1723). Sibley, VII, 273-279. 


* Probably James Allin (Harvard 1710), the first minister of Brookline. Sidley, 
V, 506-510. 


* Reverend Joseph Dorr of Mendon. 

5 Henry Mellen. 

* Thomas Forbush. 

7 Cornelius Cook, son-in-law of Thomas Forbush. 
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11. Ensign Maynard here from Boston. Provisions exceeding 
Dear there. 

12. I rode to visit the Indians, Old David,’ etc., at their 
Wigwam. At Captain Warrin’s about Pork; and rode up to Mr. 
Reuben Maynards on the same account but he not at home, 
being gone to Mr. Joseph Miles’ wedding. N.B. I visited Mr. 
Samuel Fay and Family, and Mr. Bezaleel Smiths. 

13. Mr. Elias Havin,® on his journey to preach at Leicester 
here and lodged here. N.B. Captain Fay here at Evening also, 
and Mr. Reuben Maynard. It has been a Week of remarkably 
warm, pleasant Weather little freezing even o’nights. N.B. I 
had visited Rebecca Ward, P.M. being called by Mr. Samuel 
Fay, junior. 

14. Mr. Haven left us. Very high winds, but not very Cold. 
Rebecca Ward” dy’d. 

15. Matt. 8,14,15. John 16,8. Raw Cold. Many Weathers. 

16. Very Cold. P.M. at Captain Warrins, but he was not at 
home. 

17. Rebecca Ward was buryed. 

18. [No entry]. 

19. Rode up to Captain Fays, to Mr. Reuben Maynards and 
to Cousin Winchesters. 

20. The Weather has been for Some Days wondrous fine and 
moderate. 

21. [Blank] Miller, a Glazier, mended our Glass. 

22. Matt. 8, 16,17. Luk. 1, 6. My Spouse was taken into 
the Church. Raind hard in the night. 

23. At Eve Mr. Miles (son of Deacon Miles) from Concord 
with a present of Onions. The same Eve Mr. Horn, Mr. Daniel 
Fay, and Mr. Joseph Woods of Southborough were here. In the 
Hands of the Former were a pair of Gloves for my wife and me 
from Colonel Chandler™ of Worcester. 

® David Monanaow or Munnanaw. 


* Elias Haven (Harvard 1733), schoolmaster at Hopkinton and later minister of Frank- 
lin, 1738-1754. Sibley, IX, 304-309. 

1 Daughter of Increase Ward. 

4 John Chandler, Jr. 
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24. Read Dr. Edwards” on the Use and Abuse of Apparell. 

25. Mr. Cushing made us a visit and tarried into Evening. 

26. Mr. Increase Ward and his son had requested that we 
would keep this Day in humiliation and Prayer on account of 
the Frowns of Heaven upon them in their grievous Sickness and 
Bereavment. Considering also that the Providence of God had 
been remarkable in the Late Mortality. The Exercise was pub- 
lickly mentiond in the Congregation the Sabbath past, but be- 
cause of Mr. Ward’s and his Familys Circumstances we kept it 
at his House. Mr. Prentice’ came at our request and assisted 
in the Prayers. I preachd on John 2, 2. Repeating with some 
alterations and Additions, part of my sermon on 1 John 4, I0. 
Many were gathered together and the Family provided a decent 
refreshment afterwards. 

27. Rain, Cold and windy. But in general the weather has 
been unusually Moderate, or rather warm. 

28. My Kinsman“ came up from College upon my Horse, 
which I sent down for him, by Ensign Maynard. 

29. On Eph. 3, 10, a. and p.m. 

30. How different my State from what it was 2 years agoe! 
God has Set one Thing over against another. We should Sing of 
the Mercys of the Lord for Ever, but not forgetting his Judg- 
ments! Mr. Seth Rice’s wife here. We went down to Ensign 
Maynards in the Evening. N.B. Mr. Haden here. 

31. Very Cold windy day. Dr. Gott and his wife and Mr. 
Timothy Harrington made us a Visit and din’d and spent the 
Afternoon among us, except what time divers of us were down 
at Ensign Maynards, where were a Meeting of Houssatunnoc 
Petitioners for the drawing their Lotts. N.B. Colonel Woods 
there also. Very Cold Evening but they all returnd to Marlbo- 
rough. 

January leaves us like itself, but the most of the month has 
been the moderatest that most can remember. 


2 A work by the English Calvinist divine, John Edwards (1637-1716). 
4 Reverend Solomon Prentice of Grafton. 
4 Elias Parkman (Harvard 1737), Ebenezer Parkman’s nephew. Sibley, X, 223-224. 
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FEBRUARY, 1738 


1. [No entry]. 

2. I cannot but remember the Wormwood and the Gall of the 
Funeral Day Two years agoe! and Desire my Soul may still be 
humbled within me. But God has turned the mourning of the 
Day (Day Two years agoe) into rejoicing and my sorrow into 
Gladness. But O that I may neither forget the Blessing enjoyed 
in my Dear Molly, nor the holy, Severity of the most high in So 
Sorely and grievously bereaving me of her! [illegible] Storm of 
Snow. Clear’d Somewhat when it was towards Evening. 

3. [No entry]. 

4. [No entry]. 

5. Matth. 8, 18, 19, 20. Eph. 5, 25. Rain a.m. 

6. Cold. Slippery. Mr. Francis Whipple and his Wife visited 
us at Eve. 

7. Considerable Storm of Snow. Ensign Maynard at Eve- 
ning. Reading Potters Greek Antiquitys.? 

8. Bright fine Day. Ensign Maynard went to Boston. I rode 
down to the South East of the Town, visited Mr. Bradish,’ Goslin, 
Jonathan Bellows, Chamberlain, and at Evening Old Mr. Forbush. 

g. We rode to Marlborough, our Kinsman in Company, he 
being accommodated with an Horse by Mr. Aaron Forbush.‘ 
Mr. Bliss® preach’d to the Young Societys in that Town, from 
Ps. 119, 9. N.B. Confusion in the Singing by the young man’s 
reading the Longer meeter in Standish Tune, throughout the 
Singing. After Service we went to Dr. Gotts, where we were 
refresh’d for we did not dine at Captain Williams’s where we 
call’d before meeting. Divers of us Spent the Eve at the Colonel’s. 
My Spouse and I lodg’d at Dr. Gotts, but my Kinsman with Mr. 
Bliss. 


1 The first Mrs. Parkman died Jan. 29, 1736. 


2 John Potter, Archaeologica Graeca: or the Antiquities of Greece, 2 volumes (Oxford, 
1697-99). Numerous other editions followed. 


3 James Bradish. 

4 Son of Deacon Thomas Forbush. 

5 Daniel Bliss (Yale 1732), later the minister at Concord, Mass., 1738-1764. Dexter, pp. 
439-440. 
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10. Settled all accompts with Colonel Woods,® unto this Day. 
Visited Mr. David Goodenow of Westborough under Lameness 
and Confinement at Marlborough. Din’d at the Doctors and 
then rode up home. Snow’d while we were upon the way. Town 
Meeting at Westborough. N.B. I gave Mr. James Miller a re- 
quest to be admitted into No. 3 of the Houssatunnocs. Ensign 
Maynard brought up divers Things from Boston for me. N.B. 
Oysters, Salt Fish, etc. 

11. Ensign Maynard din’d with us upon Salt Fish, etc. 

12. Mr. Grow’ dind with us. Variable Weather. Eph. 5, 25. 
Repeated Sermon 2 on Matt. 20, 6. From 1 Tim. 5, 13. 

13. Mr. Tainter came and kill’d our Hog. Weigh’d about 12 
score. N.B. Mr. Tainters Cousen Kendal® of Suffield here. 
They din’d with us. N.B. I wrote to Mr. Timothy Woodbridge,® 
junior of Simsbury by Mr. Kendall. Brother Hicks just at night 
pinch’d up the Barn Floor, and cutt up and Salted my Pork at 
Evening. Potter’s Antiquities. 

14. Mr. Weld of Upton came to See me and [illegible]. 

15. Mr. Weld left us. Pleasant Day. Jotham Maynard 
thrashing Rye. One of my little last year Twin Lambs found 
Dead at the old House. At Evening Neighbor Hezekiah Pratt, 
Mr. Whipple,”® Mr. Livermore," and Mr. James Fay” here. 

16. I visited Edward Fay Sick at Mr. Increase Wards. Jotham 
Maynard thrash’d Rye, and p.m. he clean’d it up. 5% Bushels. 
N.B. I reckon’d with Mr. Josiah Newton. N.B. I deliver’d up 
to Mr. Hezekiah Pratt a Bond of g00£ which he had given his 
Parents and which was repos’d in my Hands. 


17. Very Cold, windy. Dr. Gott din’d here. 


* Benjamin Woods of Marlborough. 
7 Samuel Grow of Westborough. 
® Susanna, daughter of Deacon Simon Tainter, married Thomas Kendall of Suffield, 


Conn. 

* (Yale 1732), tutor at Yale College at this time and later minister in Hatfield, Mass., 
1740-1770. Dexter, p. 469. 

Francis Whipple. 

4 Jonathan Livermore. 

2 Son of Captain John Fay. 
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18. Mr. Weld came at Candle Light. I had a troublesome 
Cold ride—got no further than to Mr. Phinehas Hardy at Grafton. 
Lodg’d there. 

19. Mr. Hardy was so kind as to ride over to Upton with me. 
A Cold windy Day. I preach’d on Heb. 13, 17. Was entertain’d 
at Ensign Jonathan Woods. Went into Mr. Sadlers"® after the 
afternoon service. Conversation on his wide Difference with Mr. 
Weld. 

20. I rode down to Mrs. Dorrs at Mendon, and din’d there. 
Mr. Dorr acquainted me with the Disquietments at Bellingham 
and the late Councils there. Mr. Weld and my Kinsman came 
to Mendon. When we return’d from thence we call’d at Mr. 
Sadlers and at Captain Hazletines.“ Late home and Cold. My 
wife had a very ill turn, and had been very ill for Two Dayes. 
Keeps her Chamber. Abort," etc., etc. 

21. My wife keeps Chamber. Mr. Stone’ of Southborough 
made us a Visit. 

22. Read Eusebius Hist. Eccl. by Valesius."” Mr. Maynard 
and Sister Hicks were kind in visiting my wife. 

23. It was generally very good pleasant Weather. 

24. Mr. Jonathan Whipple was So kind as to present me with 
a Store Pigg about Six weeks old. 

25. [No entry.] 

26. Matth. 8, 21, 22. Eph. 5, 25. 

27. Very Cold. Brother Breck" of Springfield came at Evening. 

28. My Spouse first got down stairs after her illness After 
Dinner Brother Breck and my Kinsman rode to Marlborough. 
I rode as far with them as my visit to old Mr. Forbush led me. 
Mr. Forbush in a very low State and not likely to Continue. At 

4% Captain John Sadler, one of the first selectmen of Upton. Upton, Mass., 1735-1935 
(Upton, 1936), pp. 11, 14. 

4 John Hazeltine, an early resident and prominent citizen of Upton. 

% Old usage for an untimely birth or miscarriage. 

16 Reverend Nathan Stone. 


@ An English translation of Valesius’ edition of Eusebius, History of the Christian Church, 
3 volumes (Cambridge, 1720). 


8 Samuel Breck (Harvard 1741), Parkman’s brother-in-law, married Elizabeth Cooley 
of Springfield, Mass., in 1744. He became a surgeon. 
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Evening wrote by Neighbor David Maynard, junior, to Brother 
Samuel Parkman by who I sent the Ballance of Mr. Billings 
(Taylor at Boston) Accompt, being 9£. 


MARCH [1738] 


1. Expected my Kinsman but in vain. N.B. Our Brethrens 
Interest in Marlborough sold by auction for 113£. 

2. Lecture on Gal. 6,15. Church Meeting. See the Records. 

3. Brother Breck and my Kinsman return’d and din’d with us. 
P.M. Brother Breck went from us on his Journey to Springfield. 

4. Fine Weather—invites to Guardening. The Chive and 
parsely Sprung. 

5. Rain. Sacrament. Heb. 10, 35. P.M. Exod. 18, 21. Mr. 
Greaves, Deacon Fay and his wife din’d with us. Very much 
tir’d at night. 

6. Town meeting. Chose only 4 select men all Day. Rain, 
Cold. 

7. Adjournment of Town Meeting. Grows Cold again. N.B. 
Mr. Jonathan Forbush helped me in laying a front Hearth Stone 
in my Study. 

8. Cold, windy Day. Visited old Mr. Thomas Forbush. My 
Kinsman (accommodated with Mr. Francis Whipples Horse) 
rode with me to Shrewsbury. N.B. Mr. Cushing gone to Lan- 
caster. N.B. A Meeting of the Proprietors of the Houssatunnoc 
Township No. 3! at Captain Daniel Hows. And on Considera- 
tion of my paying 15£ I was admitted into their Society. N.B. 
The peculiar Friendliness of those who were Westborough Mem- 
bers, and especially of Mr. James Miller, who in a Singular 
manner espoused my Cause. The remaining Right (of the Seven 
that were to be disposed of) was sold to the highest Bidder for 
26£ 10s. Late in the night when we got home, and very Cold, 
but through the Goodness of God we got home Safe and well. 

g. Catechizing at the Meeting House forenoon and Afternoon. 

10. I visited old Mr. Thomas Forbush being esteemed to be 
near his End. He acknowledged his Passionateness, and rash 

1 Later the town of Sheffield, Mass. 
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Speaking, especially in the Times of our Contention, and ask’d 
forgiveness. 

11. A very sharp Storm,—the Snow deep for it fell all Day. 

12. I had prepar’d a Discourse to Wives, but I did not care 
to deliver it because there were So few at meeting. I repeated a. 
and p.m. Sermon on Gal. 6, 15. 

13. It was a Day appointed to get Wood for me, but the 
Depths of the Snow prevented Captain Eager and his Neibours. 
But Captain Warrin and his Son Jonas came with a good Strong 
Team, and Neighbor Aaron Hardy and his Boy, Samuel Forbush 
(son of the Ensign) and Charles Bruce, and in the afternoon 
John Rogers and John Bradish came; and they got me a good 
Pile, 10 very large Loads, though it was heavy, troublesome 
Stirring and but one Team. 

14. A.M. John Rogers with their Oxen and mine sledded stones 
from the Chimney of the Old House, but the Rain prevail’d upon 
us in so much that we were beat off before noon. N.B. Lieuten- 
ant Holloway? brought News from my mother, Brother, etc., 
with Flower, etc. N.B. Mr. Wheeler here. Talk of Jason again. 

15. Very much troubled with the Tooth ach by means of the 
Cold I took yesterday. 

16. The Tooth ach prevails upon me. 

17. With great difficulty attend’d at all to my Studys, by 
means of Pain. 

18. Blistering relieves me as it has been wont, but am much 
indispos’d. 

19. On Eph. 5, 22, 33. N.B. So ill a Night last that when 
I awak’d in the morning I concluded I Should not be able to go 
to meeting. But Samuel Forbush came with an Earnest Request 
from his dying Grandfather that I would step down to him. I 
rose, and wrapping up well I ventur’d, pray’d with him, etc. As 
the Day rose I grew more lively, and by Divine Favour I got 
through the Exercises. N.B. Mr. Samuel Mason’ of Stonington 
din’d and Supp’d and lodg’d here. 


2 William Holloway of Westborough. 


3 Descendant of Captain John Mason of Pequot War fame. 
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20. Under Indisposition still and great Fear of the Return of 
the Rheumatism. N.B. Old Mr. Forbush dy’d last night about 
10 o’Clock. Mr. Mason rode to Mr. Peabodys. 

21. A Dull Day but I ventur’d out being it was the Funeral 
of old Mr. Forbush. N.B. Mr. Reuben Maynard of Shrews- 
bury brought home the Pork I bought of him. The weight was 
239£. Mr. Tainter was so kind as to come and Cutt it out and 
Salt it down. 

22. Obadiah Walker* here. 

23. Mr. Daniel Whitney of Waterton here with Mr. Tainter, 
having been up to view Mr. Thomas Wards Farm. 

24. [No entry]. 

25. [No entry]. 

26. On Ps. 146, 3, 4. 

27. Captain Abraham Williams’ here and din’d with us. P.M. 
My wife and Kinsman, with Captain Williams and me, rode to 
Cousin Winchester, who had lately lain in, and leaving my wife, 
we rode to Grafton. But Mr. Prentice was gone to Cambridge. 
Captain Williams, in returning, continued his Journey to Marl- 
borough, but we stay’d So long at Cousen Winchester as to sup. 

28. My Wife and Kinsman and I were at Ensign Maynards 
at Eve. 

29. Proprietors Meeting of the Houssatunnock Township No. 
3. N.B. A mistake of Date of what was transacted at last Meet- 
ing at Shrewsbury by which what was then done is render’d 
somewhat uncertain. N.B. Some Considerable writing done of 
Conveyance of Titles, etc. 

30. My Kinsman left us, upon my Horse, accompany’d by Mr. 
Francis Whipple. Did something at Gardening. 

31. [No entry]. 


APRIL, 1738 


1. Mr. Whipple return’d with my Horse from my Kinsman. 
2. On Eph. 6,4. Mr. Ebenezer Chamberlains Wife din’d with 


us. 


* Of Marlborough. 
§ Parkman’s brother-in-law of Marlborough. 
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3. Raw Cold. 

4. I rode abroad for Help in my Farm Business. Went to Mr. 
David Brigham’s and found their Dauter Deberah very ill of a 
Fever. I took a ride round by Captain Forbush! and old Mr. 
Wards.? Silas Brigham here at Evening, his sister Deborah being 
at the point of Death. Easterly lowering Weather. 

5. Deborah Brigham very low and dangerously ill. A very 
great storm of Rain, Cold and tedious, especially in the Morning. 
When it was more moderate I went down to see Deborah Brigham. 
Our maid boiling Soap. 

6. Mr. Pratt, with his Cattle, Brother Hicks’s and my own, 
to which we added Mr. Rogers’s in the Afternoon broke up the 
Grass Ground on the West and South of the old House. P.M. 
I visited Mr. Josiah Russells Child which was Sick. Cloudy and 
Raw weather yet. Mr. Pratt, p.m., plough’d Stubble Ground. 

7. Easterly Wind, Cloudy, Cold—Rain at Times throughout 
the Day. 

8. The Same Weather still. Captain Brigham* of Marlborough 
here. P.M. I rode to Shrewsbury and met Mr. Cushing* coming 
to Westborough. Mr. Burr’ at Mr. Cushings. 

g. I preach’d at Shrewsbury on Rev. 3,1. Return’d at Eve, 
home, and there found Mr. Andrew Boardman® School Master 
of Hopkinton who lodg’d with us. 

10. I rode to Marlborough. Mr. Burr (who preach’d at 
Marlborough yesterday for Mr. Bliss) was there when I went 
down. Conversation with him about Bedforth Lands in Con- 
necticut. Din’d at Dr. Gotts. Talk’d with Ensign Gotham 
Ward touching what had been reported of the neiboring ministers 
in the Affair of Marlborough against Mr. Benjamin Kent.’ In 


1 Samuel Forbush. 

2 Increase Ward. 

* Nathan Brigham. 

4 Reverend Job Cushing of Shrewsbury. 
5 Reverend Isaac Burr of Worcester. 


6 Andrew Bordman (Harvard 1737), later minister of the First Congregational Church 
in Chilmark, 1746-1776. Sibley, X, 121-122. 


7 Minister of Marlborough. 
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returning Home, had Colonel William Wards Company. N.B. 
Took down a Jack at Father Breck’s.® 

11. David Baverick wrought for me. 

12. David Wrought to Day also, and Mr. Aaron Forbush 
wrought with my Team in Splitting Hills. 

13. Fast. On Ps. 65, 2. 

14. David Batherick again. He Sow’d Rye. 

15. David Still. He Carted stuff and mended Fence. Neigh- 
bor Aaron Hardy came with a Yoke of Oxen and plough’d up the 
rest of the stubble ground. I was necessitated a.m. to assist at 
the Team my Self to my great Trouble and affliction. 

16. Sacrament. Repeated Isa. 50, 10. P.M. Eph. 6, 4. 

17. I rode into the Southwest part of the Town for necessary 
Supplys for the occasion approaching. N.B. Mr. Hall of Sut- 
ton here. N.B. Mr. William Caruth planted Potatoes for me. 

18. Brother Hicks and his wife rode upon my Horse to Cam- 
bridge. The Association met at our House, Viz. Mr. Prentice® 
of Lancaster, Mr. Loring, Mr. Cushing, Mr. Stone of South- 
borough, Mr. Prentice of Grafton (who also brought his Spouse 
with him). Mr. Jabez Richardson" and Mr. Andrew Boardman 
likewise came. No Body was prepared to give a Concio. At 
their Request I repeated my Discourse on Eph. 3, 10. Our Con- 
versation turn’d upon the Affairs of Marlborough as they respected 
the Settlement of Mr. Bliss among them. Mr. Stone and Mr. 
Boardman left us. 

19. Mr. Bliss and Mr. Haven came. Mr. Prentice of Grafton 
laid some Difficultys he was labouring under, before us. Mr. 
Prentice the Moderator gave Mr. Bliss reasons why he Suppos’d 
the Association would not look upon themselves call’d to meddle 
with the Affairs of Marlborough. The Moderator preach’d the 
public Lecture on Ps. 73, 25. I pray’d the Church to receive 


8 Home of the late Reverend Robert Breck of Marlborough, father of Parkman’s second 
wife. 


® Reverend John Prentice. 
” Reverend Israel Loring of Sudbury. 


“(Harvard 1730), an itinerant preacher and schoolmaster at Woburn. Sibd/ey, VIII, 
778. 
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their Votes for a Deacon or Deacons. The First (which was not 
ripen’d till the 3d Trial) was for Brother Thomas Forbush, For 
whom (at last there were 24 Votes out of 36 Members). Then 
the Church unanimously mov’d for a second to be Chosen—to 
which I consented. But seeing the Association were waiting for 
me I (with the Church’s Consent) appointed Deacon Fay to 
receive the Church’s Votes whilst I withdrew. When I returned 
I found they had chosen Brother Seth Rice to be the other 
Deacon.” 

20. John Rogers wrought for me—ploughed in Rye and Bar- 
ley. 

21. Simon Tainter, junior, came and wrought for me. He 
plough’d the remainder of the Stubble, with Brother Hicks’s 
oxen join’d to mine. P.M. Plough’d in Barley, with only my 
Cattle. I planted Cucumbers, Squashes. At Eve visited Mr. 
Hezekiah How, his Dauter being Sick. 

22. Rain a.m. Held up p.m., yet Brother Hicks comes not 
with the Children. 

23. Eph. 6, 4. Very pleasant weather. 

24. A Fine, forward season. Brother and Sister Hicks came 
up from Cambridge and brought home my Dauter Lucy, who 
had been at Cambridge for 2 Years, and through the Favours of 
Heaven she had a fine, Comfortable journey. D.G. 

25. Mr. Haden here, and help’d me mend the Boxes of my 
Pump. 

26. John Rogers wrought for me, plough’d my ground second 
Time. 

27. Catechiz’d at the Meeting House. N.B. 42 Boys A.M. 
[blank] Girls p.m. Mr. William Caruth came and P.M. planted 
more potatoes. 

28. The Spring advanc’d mightily, but today was very Cold. 
Suse Cutting had today to visit her Friends in the South of the 
Town. 

29. Trees put out very much—begin to Bloom. 


12 See Church Records, April 19 and May 25, 1738. Both Thomas Forbush, Jr., and 
Seth Rice declined election. 
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30. Eph. 6, 4. God grant that all Parents might have a due 
sense of the weighty Duty incumbent on them respecting the 
Education of their Children! their Important Chance and tre- 
mendous Reckoning! 


MAY, 1738 


1. Mr. Habijah Bruce sent his son Charles with a Yoke of 
Oxen to cross my Grass-Ground and they began the work, but 
old Mr. Greaves gave me so much of his Experience of planting 
upon the sods, that offering also to assist me in it, we proceeded 
to have it harrowed and then planted it. His Brother Francis 
Pierce also help’d in it. N.B. Goodman Gore of Marlborough 
here. Pleasant weather. P.M. Charles ploughed over the rest 
of the stubble ground. 

2. Hired James Bradish and Noah How to cart out Muck, but 
before noon came Mr. John Watkin from Upton and offer’d to 
undertake my Work for longer or shorter Time. Accordingly a 
little before noon he went to work. P.M. Noah went home, and 
Mr. Watkin wrought at the Team in his Stead. Cool, raw 
weather, p.m. Great Expectation of Rain at the dry Time, but 
Clouds fail. 

3. Watkins burning Brush all Day on the Hill and in the Low 
Ground as well as on the south side. 

4. Watkins carted muck and Harrowed. P.M. came Abraham 
Moss, whom I at Eve hired for 4 Months for 20£. 

5. Abraham Moss began to work. Watkins work’d till noon 
and then, with Consent, left us. Carting Muck and harrowing 
and furrowing out. 

6. Furrowing and planting. Fine refreshing Showers of Rain 
upon the Thirsty Earth. 

7. Repeated the greatest part of Sermon 4 and § on Mat. 20, 
6 from Rom. 12, 11 and P.M. preach’d on Eph. 6, 1, 2, 3. 

8. Rode to Captain Forbush, Captain Warrins, and to Mr. 
Joslins. N.B. Mr. John Swift, junior' here. Abraham Moss 
planting. 


1 (Harvard 1733), son of the Reverend John Swift of Framingham and later the first 
minister in Acton. Sibley, IX, 333-336. 
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9g. High Cold winds. Moss plough’d up the lower south side 
Stubble. P.M. plough’d it again and furrow’d it out. 

10. A.M. finish’d planting Corn. Abraham planted more Po- 
tatoes. I sent 5 Young Cattle into the Woods in the Drove of 
Captain Warrins,? etc. Susanna Cutting rode upon my Horse 
designing to visit her Parents at Waterton. P.M. a great Storm 
of Rain. Yesterday Mr. Bliss deny’d Marlborough. 

11. [No entry.] 

12. [No entry.] 

13. Deacon Miles* of Concord and his Wife were here. P.M. 
I rode down to Southborough intending to Change with Mr. 
Stone; and Mr. Stone was accordingly dressing himself when 
Mr. Man‘ from College came and so earnestly requested and 
importuned me to change with him that (at Mr. Stones Desire 
also) I rode over to Marlborough whilst Mr. Man rode up to 
Westborough. 

14. I preach’d at Marlborough on Rev. 3, 1. At the Doctors‘ 
at Eve, and lodg’d there. 

15. Town Meeting at Marlborough to choose a Representative, 
and church meeting to choose a Pastor. My Business lay with 
divers persons at both the Meeting House and School House (at 
the former the Town, at the latter the church met), So that I 
was unavoidably up there—but lest I Should fall under some 
Reproach I refus’d to pray with the Church notwithstanding 
their Sollicitous Messages one after another. N.B. Discourse 
with Mr. John Sherman about Mr. Brecks pew which some had 
disorderly and clandestinely pull’d down in Marlborough Meet- 
ing House. Having call’d at Captain Warrens I returned home. 

16. Susanna Cutting returned home. 

17. Mr. Whiting and his Wife, with her Dauter Mrs. Hall 
made us a Visit and lodg’d. 

18. They took leave for Concord. 


2 Daniel Warrin, one of the original settlers of Westborough. 
3 Samuel Miles. 
4 Hezekiah Man (Harvard 1731). Sibley, IX, 65-67. 


5 Dr. Benjamin Gott, Parkman’s brother-in-law. 
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19. Abraham Moss went to Framingham. 

20. Eph. 6, 1, 2, 3. 

21. Town Meeting to choose a Representative. Captain James 
Eager chosen. N.B. Mr. Thomas Baker, a Taylor, at work 
here. N.B. Abraham return’d. N.B. I rode to Mr. Beemans® 
and took up 20£ of Bills of the Colony of Rhode Island, of him, 
and gave him Bond. 

23. Brother Hicks’ rode to Cambridge and carry’d Ebenezer® 
down with him. 

24. I rode into the South part of the Town as far as to Mr. 
Millers where I din’d and to Mr. Samuel Harringtons. N.B. at 
my returning there was at Captain Fays Mr. Whitman,’ minister 
of Farmington, and one of his Sons. N.B. I visited Mr. Samuel 
Fays wife, but he was himself at New Medfield. 

25. Lecture. Repeated Sermon on John 20, 28. Church was 
Stopp’d to receive the answers of the Brethren who were chosen 
Deacons.” They each of them answer’d in the Negative. There 
was much debating whether we Should accept Such Reasons as 
they Supported their Denyal with except what Brother Forbush 
offer’d concerning his Bodily Infirmities which considering the 
End and Design of our Choosing Deacons was esteemed of avail 
by all that Spoke. There were so many differing Sentiments 
that I was oblig’d to offer to them to Dissolve all that had been 
done hitherto upon this Business and adjourn to this Day fort- 
night. N.B. Mr. Livermore put down the New Box, which I 
had of Mr. Reed of Boston, into the Pump, on the long Spire 
that it might work in the lower Part of the pump. 

26. Variously moving about from house to house for Horse 
and Tackling" for my wife to journey with me next week. N.B. 
The Pump works well and delivers the Water plentifully. N.B. 
Colonel William Ward” here just at Eve. 

* Eleazer Beamon of Westborough. 

7 John Hicks, Parkman’s brother-in-law. 

8 Parkman’s oldest son. 

® Reverend Samuel Whitman (Harvard 1696). Sibley, IV, 315-317. 
Thomas Forbush, Jr., and Seth Rice had been elected April 19, 1738. 


4 An old term meaning the harness of a draft animal. 
2 Of that part of Marlborough that became Southborough. 
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27. Benjamin Forbush came to lead Horse to plough. Sent 
him to Ensign Forbush’s for his Horse for my Wife, and succeeded. 

28. Sacrament on Heb. 10, 38, and Eph. 6, 1, 2, 3. N.B. 
Very Seasonable Rain. 

29. When the Rain in the Morning permitted, My Wife rode 
with me first to Mr. Joslins which was a great hindrance to our 
Journey; then we proceeded to Marlborough, but the Rain pre- 
vaild to such a Degree that we were confin’d there all Night. 
N.B. The Wooden Horse which some of the Rabble had fastened 
at Colonel Woods’s Door. N.B. Proprietors Meeting but I had 
not Plot with me. N.B. This Rain a great Mercy. 

30. We waited till after dinner for weather, but then ventur’d 
to undertake our Journey. Mr. Cushing of Shrewsbury and 
Master Harrington in Company. N.B. just at Evening from 
Captain Wells to Father Champney’s" we were in a heavy Shower 
of Rain. Lodg’d at Cambridge. 

31. We rode to Boston. Mr. Webb" on Isa. 9,6. We din’d at 
Brother Parkman’s. P.M. an Ague utterly indispos’d me for 
going abroad till the next Day. So that I was not at the Con- 
vention at Dr. Sewall’s.'* Lodg’d at Brother Elias’s. N.B. Mr. 
Weld” of Upton and Mr. John Hunt" (preacher) Supp’d at 
Brothers. N.B. Ebenezer Rode with us from Cambridge to 
Boston, which he had not Seen Since he was a Babe, but he in no 
wise likes it, because of the Evil Smells etc. He is under great 
Infirmitys—weak and Sick and a bad cough. 


JUNE, 1738 


1. Was not at the Convention, but was at the public Concio 
by Mr. Barnard! of Marblehead on Coloss. 1, 18. The Collection 


18 Joseph Joslin of Westborough. 

4 Samuel Champney of Cambridge, father of Parkman’s first wife. 

46 Reverend John Webb of the New North Church. 

1 Reverend Joseph Sewall of the Old South Church. 

1 Reverend Thomas Weld. 

18 (Harvard 1734). Hunt did some preaching and then settled down in his home town, 
Watertown, to become a prosperous merchant and Representative to the General Court. 
Sibley, LX, 414-418. 


1 Reverend John Barnard (Harvard 1700), minister of the First Church of Marblehead, 
1715-1770. Sibley, IV, 501-514. 
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for propagating the Gospel amounted to 207£. I din’d at Mr. 
Edmund Quincy’s? where also din’d Colonel Chandler* of Worces- 
ter. P.M. I visited my wife’s Aunt Mrs. Loring,‘ and her Kins- 
woman Mrs. Keggell.6 I also waited upon Dr. Delhonde® for 
Ebenezer who remains feeble, Sick and Coughing. In the Eve- 
ning I was at Brother Alexander’s where also was my Wife, and 
we lodged there. 

2. Visited in divers places but particularly was at Mr. Thomas 
Tylers.?” N.B. Discourse of Mr. Pierponts* Circumstances and 
Affairs at New Haven. P.M. My honored and aged Mother 
undertook the journey to Westborough with me, my wife riding 
Single and my mother behind me. We proceeded as far as 
Father Champney’s at Cambridge and lodged there, but were 
oblig’d to leave poor Ebenezer behind at Boston. 

3. We chang’d Horses and my wife rode upon mine and my 
mother and I upon Ensign Forbushes, and by these means my 
mother had a very Comfortable Journey, and got up in good 
Season whilst the sun was a Considerable Height through the 
great Goodness of God. N.B. Mr. Prentice® of Grafton with 
us. N.B. Weeding finish’d in my Absence. 

4. Repeated Sermon on Ps. 119, 136. N.B. Very Crowded 
assembly by means of Shrewsbury people and Some of Grafton. 

5. Abraham Clearing up on the Hill. N.B. My Ague hangs 
about me yet. 

6. Abraham Clearing, hoeing Beans, Covering Potatoes. 

7. Mr. Joslin here. 

8. Mr. Prentice of Grafton, his wife, and little son Nathaniel 
with Mrs. Elizabeth Rolfe of Boston, here and din’d with us. 


3 (Harvard 1722). A well known resident of Boston. Sibley, VII, 106-116. 

3 John Chandler. 

* Mrs. Daniel Loring. 

5 Mrs. Parkman’s cousin, Hannah Breck, married Abel Keggell, a merchant of Boston. 
* Louis Dalhonde, a physician of Boston. 

7 (Harvard 1730). A Boston merchant. Sidley, VIII, 791-793. 


* James Pierpont, Jr. Son of the late Reverend James Pierpont (Harvard 1681) of 
New Haven. 


* Reverend Solomon Prentice. 
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P.M. was Church meeting. I was oblig’d to leave the Company. 
About 28 members were together. Brother Nathan Ball would 
not vote at all. The First Business was to Choose more Deacons. 
Brother Jonathan Forbush was elected by 17 votes out of 26 or 
27. And Brother Josiah Newton by 15. N.B. I did not my 
Self vote for either. Brother Newton answered by way of Ac- 
ceptance. I then enquir’d whether the Brother who did not 
vote or any other of the Church had any material objection 
against either the Churchs proceeding in this Affair or against 
the persons elected to be Deacons. But none was made. As to 
the other part of our Business See Church Records.’ When I 
return’d home Mr. Hall of Sutton had been there to request me 
to preach for him next week. But All the Company abovesaid 
were gone off. N.B. Mr. Joseph Wheeler here after meeting, and 
we had Some more Discourse about the old Disquietment respect- 
ing Jason. He still goes away disquieted. A very Cold wind at 
Eve. N.B. I hear that this Day Captain Ephraim Williams of 
Newton with his Family are on their Journey to Houssatunnoc. 
N.B. Abraham Moss gone today Upon his Business at Sutton. 

g. Cold wind to Day. Moss begins half hilling. 

10. [No entry]. 

11. On Consideration of its being the first of our Sending a 
Representative to the general Court, and that he had obtain’d 
Liberty to come up, and was now in Town, and on Consideration 
of our having So much to do in the Affair of Deacons which calls 
men to Serviceableness, generousness and public Spiritedness, 
I preach’d on Act. 13, 36. N.B. A great Congregation, many 
Strangers here, and besides them, many Southborough people, 
Mr. Stone being gone to Harwich. Dr. Matthew’s" wife din’d 
with us. 

12. Captain Ware” of Sherborn came over from his Brother 


%” The church was also concerned with “the Conduct of Mr. Samuel Fay in keeping from 
our Communion himself, and withholding his Wife therefrom also, although he had per- 
mitted her to bind herself thereto by Solemn Covenant.” 

1 Wife or widow of John Matthews, physician of Marlborough and Southborough. 

2 Joseph Ware, prominent citizen and operator of a grist mill in Sherborn. Abner 
Morse, Genealogical Register... and History of the Towns of Sherborn and Holliston (Boston, 
1856), pp. 253-254. 


416 AMERICAN ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY [Oct., 


Williams’s to See me. Catechiz’d at Lieutenent Holloways. Was 
at Mr. Billings’s to have a plough made. Fragrant Showers. 
Abraham Setting plants, Clearing, etc. 

13. I help’d in the ploughing among the Corn. Let Mr. Win- 
chester have my oxen to go to Boston. 

14. [No entry]. 

15. My wife rode with me to Grafton. It look’d showery. 
When at Grafton it rain’d too hard for her to proceed with me 
according to Design, but Mr. Prentice went with me to Sutton 
Lecture. I preach’d on 2 Thess. 2, 16,17. N.B. The Church 
of Sutton dissatisfy’d with Mr. Peres Rice. Mr. Prentice and 
I at Mr. Rice’s in the Evening and Justice Dudley™ there also. 
Mr. Prentice and I rode down to Grafton, where I left my Spouse 
and we lodged there. 

16. We returned from Grafton. N.B. Captain Fay" with 
us. Din’d at Captain Fays. P.M. Cousin Winchester brought 
up Ebenezer from Cambridge. 

17. Abraham mowing about the Barn. 

18. I preach’d on Act 13, 36. P.M. repeated Sermon Jam. 1, 
21 from 2 Pet. 1, 20, 21. 

19. Captain Eager” and Captain Warrin here at Evening. 

20. Trooping and Training. Mr. Cushing pray’d with the 
Foot. At Association at Southborough, where were Mr. Prentice 
of Lancaster, Mr. Loring, Mr. Cushing, Mr. Seccomb,'* Mr. 
Jabez Fox" and Mr. Josiah Brown.” See Association Records. 
Mr. Seccomb and Mr. Brown deliver’d each an exercise. 

18 Benjamin Winchester of Brookline, who married Elizabeth (Champney) Chamber- 


lain, the first Mrs. Ebenezer Parkman’s cousin, was living in Westborough at this time. 
He later moved to Grafton where he died in 1762. 


4 A former resident of Westborough. Son of Thomas Rice. 
% Paul Dudley, a judge of the Massachusetts Superior Court. 
18 John Fay of Westborough. 

17 James Eager of Westborough. 

18 Reverend John Seccomb of Harvard, Mass. 


(Harvard 1727). Son of the Reverend John Fox of Woburn, Mass. Jabez did some 
preaching but was not ordained. He became the notary public and representative of the 
port of Falmouth, Maine. Sibley, VIII, 134-137. 

*® Josiah Brown (Harvard 1735) sometime preacher and schoolmaster of Lancaster and 
Sterling, Mass. Sibley, IX, 476-478. 
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21. Mr. Loring at the public Lecture on 1 Thess. 5, 19. N.B. 
Colonel Woods” and Dr. Stanton Prentice” with us. » N.B. re- 
ceiv’d a Letter from Mr. Timothy Woodbridge Junior* at Hart- 
ford. 

23. Hot Day. The Children went a Cherrying P.M. to Cap- 
tain Fays. Abraham mowing Some Spots about the House. 

24. Abraham mowing Bushes. P.M. Mr. Stone came up to 
change, without any previous agreement or Intimation of it. Yet 
I gratify’d him immediately and rode to Southborough. Hot 
Day. 

25. Very Hot. I preach’d at Southborough on Rev. 3,1 a. 
and p.m. Mr. Stone came at Evening. Hot night again. 

26. Weather continues hot. 

27. Kuil’d a Calf which at Eve (though an hot Season) I sent 
to Boston by John Rogers at Eve. P.M. near Evening came our 
Two Brethren of Springfield, who lodged here. 

28. Brother Breck* rode to Marlborough. Hot weather still. 
P.M. came Dr. Gott. And after him Dr. Crouch with Two 
more, from Hadley call’d a while. 

29. My wife and Brother Samuel Breck® rode with me to 
Marlborough, the weather being cool, cloudy and pleasant, and 
we din’d at Dr. Gotts. P.M. I preach’d to Three societys of 
young men who were met together at the Meeting House, on 
Eccl. 11, 9. N.B. Mr. Jabez Fox of Woburn present. After 
meeting the Societys Sent me four of their Number with their 
Gratitude. N.B. I went to Mr. Peter Butler and agreed with 
him to make me a Side Saddle for my wife, And an Housing for 
my Self of Homespun Cloth which I carry’d to him. In our re- 
turning home we were late, in the Dark and Wet and alone— 
but our Family not o’Bed. 


21 Benjamin Woods of Marlborough. 

“Stanton Prentice, son of the Reverend John Prentice of Lancaster. Charles J. F. 
Binney, The History and Genealogy of the Prentice or Prentiss Family, in New England (Bos- 
ton, 1852), p. 178. 

2 A tutor at Yale College. 

% Reverend Robert Breck of Springfield, Parkman’s brother-in-law. 

% (Harvard 1742). Parkman’s brother-in-law, who later became a physician at Worces- 
ter and Great Barrington. Sibley, XI, 131-132. 
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30. Wet forenoon. Moss went to Mr. Thomas Billings’s for 
my plough which he made for me. N.B. Mr. Jonathan Forbush 
here p.m. Moss mowing southside, upper End. N.B. Ben- 
jamin How brought home an Irish or Foot Wheel which he had 
made for Molly.” 


JULY, 1738 


1. Brother Samuel Breck return’d from Marlborough. Rak- 
ing and getting in Hay. 

2. On Mat. 8, 23-27, and on Acts 13, 36. 

3. Undertook to wait upon my Honored Aged Mother to 
Cambridge. At the widow Harringtons' in Marlborough we 
were oblig’d to Stop; my Mother could not ride upon that Pillion 
which we us’d any longer. She lay down and was refresh’d. We 
borrow’d Mrs. Harringtons Pillion and remounted. We had a 
prosperous Journey by the will of God and got down in season 
to Father Champney’s where we lodged. 

4. We rode to Charlston and din’d at Cousen Solely’s. My 
Mother in great Comfort return’d to her own House. Blessed 
be God for his sustaining Mercy to her in this observable under- 
taking! 

(N.B. When my Mother took her Leave of my Family, and 
bless’d them among other of her Expressions, these were remark- 
able when She kiss’d my two Sons in the Language of the patriarch 
Jacob when he lay’d his aged hands upon Ephraim and Manasseh 
“God almighty bless the Lads and make them a Blessing,” etc.). 

I return’d to Cambridge at Evening. N.B. Mr. John Osborn 
junior, of Rowley, with his mistress lodg’d at Father Champneys. 
Mother Champney and Sister Lydia were disquieted with me 
that I had remark’d to Brother Hicks their Sending So over 
strict a Charge by Cousen Winchester, about Ebenezer, when 
she brought him from Cambridge to Westborough on June 16 last. 
N.B. Mrs. Suse Champney there. 


% Mary, Parkman’s oldest child, who was born Sept. 14, 1725. 


1 Mrs. David Harrington. 
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5. It being Commencement I was chiefly at the following 
Chambers, Scil.: Sir Lorings,? Sir Davis’s.2 I visited Several 
others, as Sir Tyler’s,‘ where I broke fast. I din’d but poorly 
in the Hall. P.M. The Presidents’ Oration was very excelling. 
Lodg’d at Father Champney’s and Sir Mower‘ with me. 

6. I was again at College. Broke fast at Sir Mowers. Din’d 
at Sir Davis’s at the Chamber they kept over the Common. N.B. 
I admonish’d Daniel Champney, junior,’ at Sir Davis’s, for his 
Drinking. N.B. Mr. Robert Sharp® and his Sister Mrs. Susan® 
at College. Mr. Robert led me to his Sister at Sir Whites’ Cham- 
ber, but it was at Eve and they were soon removing home. I 
lodg’d at Father Champney’s. My Kinsman Parkman walk’d 
over with me. 

7. In Riding to Boston I first call’d at Captain Sharps'“— 
then I stop’d at Judge Dudleys and din’d there. N.B. Mr. 
James Cushing” and his wife there. The Judge very entertain- 
ing and instructing in his Conversation. He led me into his 
Gardens, into his Library, etc. Stop’d again at Mr. Benjamin 
Eaton’s Hatter in Roxbury. At Boston my Honored Mother 
and sister Willard" were boih ill and kept therein Bed, which was 
the occasion of my Staying in Town all night. Lodg’d at Brother 
Elias’s.™ 

2 Jonathan Loring (Harvard 1738), the son of Reverend Israel Loring of Sudbury, who 
later became a lawyer in Marlborough. Sibley, X, 298-299. 

3 Jonathan Davies (Harvard 1738), later a Roxbury physician. Sibley, X, 285. 

* Andrew Tyler (Harvard 1738), minister of First Congregational Church of Westwood, 
1743-1772. Sibley, X, 329-334. 

§’ Edward Holyoke (Harvard 1705) became the ninth President of Harvard College, 
Sept. 28, 1737. Sibley, V, 265-278. 

* Richard Mower (Harvard 1738) of Lynn. Sibley, X, 306-307. 

7 Of Cambridge. He was the nephew of the first Mrs. Parkman. 

8 Son of Captain Robert Sharpe of Brookline. 

® Susanna Sharp, whom Reverend Parkman had courted after the death of his first wife. 
See Diary for February 17, 1737 and March 3 and 4, 1737. 

1” Benjamin White (Harvard 1738), sometime schoolmaster at Gloucester. Sibley, X, 
338. 

4 Robert Sharpe, Sr., of Brookline. 

2 (Harvard 1725). Minister of Plaistow, New Hampshire, 1730-1764. Sibley, VIII, 
499-501. 


18 Parkman’s sister Susanna, who married Josiah Willard of Salem. 
4 Elias Parkman of Boston. 
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8. Mother Somewhat better. I rode to Cambridge and thence 
to Westborough. One Mr. Caleb Johnson of Shrewsbury my 
Company the upper part of the Journey. Found the Family, 
through the Favour of God well. 

g. Repeated Sermon on Gal. 3, 14. 

10. Mr. John Caruth here, whom I paid. Mrs. Bulah Bent" 
of Marlborough here. 

11. Very dry Season. Yet there was a little Shower at Night. 
N.B. I put up a Flap at the pulpit. 

12. Old Mr. Lord"* of the Cape was here upon a journey up- 
ward. Mr. Rand” of Sunderland and Mr. Billings here and 
din’d with us. 

13. Brethren Breck and Samuel here returning to Springfield. 
N.B. Samuel has been Examin’d and accepted at College when 
some Number were turn’d by. My Lecture was on John 6, 53. 
Mr. Jonathan Forbush accepted of the Deaconship. The Com- 
mittee from Mr. Samuel Fay advis’d that I should make him a 
visit for that he had intimated that he should be glad to See me. 
N.B. Mrs. Rice of Hopkinton who was heretofore Whood was 
with me. 

My Wife began to Spin Worstead. 

[No entry]. 

Sacrament. On Song. 4, 16. Heb. 10, 38. 

Pol’d Hay from the lower South Side. Dry Time. 

I rode to Mr. Ephraim Allen’s® and to Mr. Daniel Bart- 
letts.% A plentifull and very Mercifull Rain while I was at Mr. 
Bartletts, which detain’d me there (I suppose) Several Hours. 
When it Slack’d I got as far as Mr. Eliazar Hows* at Marlborough 


% Daughter of Peter Bent. 


% Reverend Joseph Lord (Harvard 1691), minister of Chatham, Mass., 1718-1748. He 
was also a schoolmaster and physician. Sibley, V, 101-106. 

7 Reverend William Rand (Harvard 1721), minister of Sunderland, Mass., 1723-1745, 
and Kingston, Mass., 1746-1779. Sibley, VI, 549-553. 

8 Edward Billing (Harvard 1731) of Sunderland, who later became the first minister of 
Belchertown, Mass., 1739-1752. Sibley, IX, 22-28. 

Of Westborough. 

*® Ensign Bartlett lived in Marlborough. 

1 Captain Eleazer Howe. 
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where I was kept till almost night. My Business from thence 
carry’d me to Mr. Peter Butlers.” At Colonel Woods in the Eve, 
Colonel Sent for Mr. John Rogers* and Sir Loring, who came 
accordingly. I lodg’d there. 

19. At various places. Din’d at Dr. Gotts. Raining, yet I 
was oblig’d to get home. I was very wett, rode hard and it 
pritty much indispos’d me. 

20. Catechiz’d at the meeting House. Rain’d—not many 
Children. Moss mow’d p.m. 

21. [No entry]. 

22. Mr. Jotham Brigham of Marlborough came up with the 
Request of Mrs. How the wife of Jonathan How, that I would 
go down to her Husband, who was under terrible Distraction, 
and Mr. Rogers would come up to Westborough to change to- 
morrow. We had a great Deal of Hay to take care of, but towards 
Night I rode down. Mr. Rogers came up but I miss’d of him. 
Mr. How was in a piteous State intirely wild and confus’d, con- 
tinually talking and worrying and Several to hold him. When 
I had pray’d with them I repair’d to my Lodgings at Madame 
Fisks. 

23. I preach’d at Marlborough on Luke 19, 42. Was very 
much tir’d and Spent at Evening. Mr. Rogers came from West- 
borough. I lodg’d at Madame Fisks again. N.B. A Frost in 
low Ground. 

24. After having been at various places as my Business call’d, 
I visited Dr. Gott and (with him) Mr. Jonathan How again. 
N.B. In Time of prayer he had a very violent Convulsion fit. 
After prayer and a great part of an Hour Spent whilst he was 
yet Striving in his Convulsion, I return’d to the Doctor’s and 
having din’d with them, I came up home. 

25. I visited Mr. Samuel Fay as the Committee had desir’d 
on the 13th. He deny’d that he had Said any Thing as if he de- 
sir’d any visit from me. His chief objections and offence against 
me were what arose from my bringing in new Singing and my 


2 Of Marlborough. 
% (Harvard 1732). Later the first minister of Leominster. Sibley, IX, 189-198. 
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wearing a Wigg. I reply’d that I was not aware that I had at 
any time given him just Reason of Offence but if he judg’d I had 
and we could not succeed in Reconciling the matter our Selves 
it was our Wisdom to get the Assistance of Some prudent, Serious, 
Christian Brethren about us; and I desir’d him to choose who he 
pleas’d that were such and I would be advis’d and guided by them. 
N.B. I inform’d him of not only what notice I took of his Con- 
duct when my Brother Parkman was with me at his House to 
make him a Visit and he would not So much as come down from 
the Chamber to Speak with us, and of what I have divers times 
heard of him having for Several Years kept himself from seeing 
me in the pulpit, etc.—Which he own’d with a Laugh. He was 
urg’d to choose some Christian men to hear his Grievances—but 
he gave no reply to any of those Proposals. He did vouchsafe 
to thank my visit when I withdrew. At Eve A black thunder 
Storm arose. I got Shelter at Lieutenant Bakers. There was 
an heavy Shower and Sharp Lightening—but it clear’d up finely 
before it was too late to come home. 

26. Mr. Thomas Brigham of Marlborough came up to ac- 
quaint me that Mr. Jonathan How dy’d last Night and that his 
widow earnestly desir’d me to go down to the Funeral tomorrow. 
Our Barley was mow’d and rak’d. 


27. My Wife and I rode down with Neighbor Hezekiah How 
and his wife to Marlborough to the Funeral of Mr. Jonathan 
How. At the Doctor’s after Funeral. N.B. Mr. Dyer of Boston 
there trading with the Doctor for his House down in the street. 

28. Moss began p.m. to mow in ministerial Meadow. 

29. Moss mowing in the Ministerial Meadow again. 

30. On Heb. 10, 38. O that it might please God to Succeed 
sO moving matters! 

31. I rode to South West part of Town. Sent to Boston and 
my Kinswoman Winchester was at Mr. Tainters™ in the Evening. 
Moss raking in the meadow till Eve and then he went away to go 
up to Sutton. 


* Deacon Simon Tainter of Westborough. 
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AUGUST, 1738 


1. At the Earnest and repeated Sollicitation of Mr. Ebenezer 
Chamberlain my wife and I rode down to the South East Corner 
of the Town, took the most of the Familys, but din’d with him, 
and at an handsome Entertainment his wife having lately lain in, 
and Every Thing very flourishing with them. N.B. Captain 
Warrin’s wife! in a languishing State, and N.B. whilst we were at 
Mr. Jonathan Bellows’s, Mrs. Belknap had one of her Fitts. We 
were in a Second Time at Ensign Forbushs.? 

2. Moss return’d from Sutton very Early this morning—laid 
down to Sleep but went to work afternoon. N.B. Jonathan 
Forbush junior and Simon Tainter junior came very kindly and 
gave me a Days work each of them in mowing at my Meadow. 
The widow Rice* (heretofore Oake) here. P.M. I rode over to 
the North Side of the Town and visited Seven Familys, partic- 
ularly Silas Fay who buried a Still born child yesterday. My 
son Ebenezer has a bad Swelling behind his Ear. Dr. Matthews‘ 
call’d in, accidentally. 

3. Rain. Moss gone to mow what he can in the Meadow. 
Captain Forbush and others at work upon the highway before 
my Barn; but p.m. the Rain was heavy and beat Every Body off. 
All that we have done at the Meadow lyes expos’d in this wet 
Storm. 

4. Rains very hard all the morning. Latter part of the fore- 
noon Moss bor’d a pole for a Ladder. Captain Forbush mending 
the highway before my House. 

5. Fair Weather. Moss rak’d and cock’d Some of the Hay at 
the Meadow and mow’d Some more, But the Meadow very wet. 

6. A.M. on Mat. 8, 28-33, p.m. on 10, 34. 

7. Early in the morning I rode down to Mr. Bradishes to get 
James to help me in the Meadow and mett him going there. Both 


1 Mrs. Daniel Warrin or Warren of Westborough. 

? Thomas Forbush, Jr., also selectman of Westborough. 
* The widow of Thomas Rice, formerly Mary Oakes. 
‘Dr. John Matthews, the physician of Marlborough. 

§ Samuel Forbush, an original settler of Westborough. 
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Moss and he rak’d all Day except a little turn of mowing in the 
Morning. I went to see them and to Mr. Eliezer Rice’s and Mr. 
James Maynard’s* where I din’d. N.B. I was bit by Mr. Eliezer 
Rice’s’ Dog. Mr. Pannell reap’d part of my Rie. 

8. Moss at the Meadow. Fair good weather. Captain Warrin 
and his wife and Joanna Tainter® here in order to their joining to 
the Church. Mrs. Baker? and Deacon Newton’s” wife visited 
Mrs. Parkman. N.B. Mr. Pannel came again to reaping and 
finish’d my Rie. 

g. Eliezer Rice and John Rogers carted Hay from the Meadow. 
Two Load apiece. Moss Mowing in the Morning and raking and 
Cocking the rest of the Day. At Night the Carters got in my Rie 
into the Barn, almost wholly. Mrs. Williams" and Mrs. Rachel 
Rice” visited Mrs. Parkman. Fine weather. 

10. A fine Day again. Moss at the Meadow. Ebenezer being 
troubl’d with a bad swelling in his Neck went to Marlborough to 
wait upon Dr. Gott" for Advice. David Baverick wrought for me 
at the Meadow with Moss, in poling, mowing, etc. 

11. Very good weather. John Rogers Carting Hay from the 
Meadow. Captain Forbush Sent for me to the Funeral of his 
Infant (Still born) and both my Wife and I went to the House but 
not to the grave because of the Hurry and Urgency of my Business 
at Home. 

12. Was in Some perplexity for Some Hand to help Moss in 
poling and Carting the remainder of the Hay from the Meadow. 
Went to old Mr. Maynards and talk’d with him again about 
agreeing with Hicks, and he told me that as to the methods 

* An original settler of Westborough. 

7 Eleazer Rice lived in Marlborough close to the boundary of Westborough. 
* The daughter of Simon Tainter of Westborough. 

* Mrs. Edward Baker of Westborough. 

© Mrs. Josiah Newton of Westborough. 


4 Probably Mrs. Abraham Williams of Marlborough, the sister of Mrs. Parkman. Hud- 
son, Marlborough, p. 470. 


2 Probably Mrs. Luke Rice of Marlborough. 

8 Benjamin Gott, the physician, of Marlborough. 

4 David Maynard, an original settler of Westborough. 

4% John Hicks of Westborough, Parkman’s brother-in-law by his marriage. 
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which I propos’d, he would think upon them. Ebenezer went to 
Marlborough again about his Neck and got a Plaister for it. 

13. On Mat. 9, 1-8, a. and p.m. 

14. Brother Samuel Breck (who came from Springfield last 
week) brought up Sister Gott here. Mr. Abraham Rice of Marl- 
borough and his Wife here in order to their owning the Covenant. 
But I was engag’d to go to the Funeral of Mr. Simeon Howards 
Second Son who was about in his 5th year and dyed somewhat 
suddenly by a stoppage in his Throat yesterday morn. After the 
Funeral Captain Eager'® and Lieutenant Holloway” Stood with 
me at the burying place discoursing, and the latter Shew’d his dis- 
pleasure at my not coming over more frequently to visit their 
side of the Town, partialy my not being at the Funeral of Neighbor 
Silas Fays Child of late, and my not being at the Funeral of his 
own Child—but I Strongly vindicated my Conduct and gave my 
Reasons for each. Captain Eager came home with me and supp’d 
with me. N.B. They went down, at my earnest sollicitation to 
Old Mr. Maynards to try if possible to make up the Difference 
Subsisting there, and Stop the Law suit Commencing. Bezaleel 
Frost'® of Framingham who had difference with Abraham Moss 
came up late in the Evening to be reconcil’d and I us’d my friend- 
liest Endeavours to put a period to their Contest. He lodg’d 
here. 

15. Both Hicks’s and Moss’s Law suits put by by persuasions 
and methods of peace and reconciliation. Borrow’d Colonel 
Nahum Wards" 1 Volume of Pools English Annotations.” Moss 
gone to Worcester with Bezaleel Frost. 

16. Ebenezer rode with me to Marlborough to Captain Peter 
Rice’s,2" to the widow How’s* who carry’d Ebenezer to Uncle 

16 James Eager. 

7 William Holloway. 


8 The son of Samuel Frost of Framingham. Temple, Framingham, p. 554. 
19 Of Shrewsbury. 


*® Matthew Poole’s Annotations upon the Holy Bible was first published in 1688. Other 
editions soon appeared. 


21 Prominent citizen and captain of the “train-band.” 


2 Lydia Howe, widow of Jonathan Howe who died June 22, 1738. Hudson, Marl- 
borough, p. 384. 
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Gott’s (with Captain Amsden™), to Mr. Phelp’s* Mr. Peter 
Butlers, to Mr. Brown* the whitesmith, Colonel Woods’s, and to 
Dr. Gotts. When the Doctor had advis’d respecting the Sore 
upon Ebenezer’s Neck, we return’d home, altho it was nigh nine 
when we set out from Marlborough. N.B. Moss return’d before 
Day, this morning. He mow’d over the Bushes. 

17. Moss mowing Bushes. P.M. I rode up to Mr. David 
Crosbys in Shrewsbury to get him to make me a pair of Boots. 
Call’d at Mr. Cushings—supp’d there. Between 10 and II 
o’clock at night when I return’d. 

18. Rainy Day. 

19. [no entry]. 

20. On Coloss. 4, 1, a. and p.m. 

21. In the forenoon I went over to Mr. Jonathan Whipples to 
desire him to be with me at Mr. Samuel Fay’s and sent Ebenezer 
to Ensign Forbush’s to request the Same of him. I proceeded to 
Mr. Winchesters by whom I sent to Boston, and then Return’d to 
Captain Fays to meet with Mr. Whipple and Ensign Forbush, 
The former of which was there. I went down to Mr. Samuel 
Fays and Mr. Whipple came to me. I us’d all the most Serious 
and affectionate Methods with Mr. Fay and improv’d Mr. 
Whipples assistance to compose a Reconcilement, but in vain. 
Upon which I took a formal Leave of him. N.B. In going up to 
Mr. Winchesters I met Mr. Campbel,”* Mr. Hall,?? Captain Larn- 
ard™ etc. going to a Council at Concord. When I had been at 
home some time Captain Warrin and his wife came, upon the 
Affair of their Relations preparitory to their admission into the 
Church. 

22. Rode to Lancaster Association not without being Sadly 
bewildered in the Woods, having lost my way once and again in 

% Isaac Amsden of Marlborough. 

™% John Phelps of Marlborough was a cordwainer. He moved to Rutland, Mass., about 
1742. 

James Brown. 

% Reverend John Campbell of Oxford. 

™ Reverend David Hall (Harvard 1724), second minister of Sutton, Mass. Sidley, 


VI, 345-356. 
% Isaac Larned, selectman of Oxford, Mass. Daniels, Oxford, pp. 580-581. 
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going over. Mr. Loring,” Mr. Williams®® of Weston, Mr. 
Cushing,*! Mr. Nathan Stone,*? Mr. Solomon Prentice, and Mr. 
Stearns®* present. Mr. Loring’s Concio on Acts 10, part of 38th 
example who went about doing good. See Association Records. 
N.B. One Mr. Carter** dyed over there—a person of some 
Worth. 

23. I preach’d publickly on Isa. 53, 1. Very hot, Dry Time. 
N.B. Mr. Stearns propos’d to have Mr. Prentice of Lancaster 
Dismiss’d that he might assist in founding another Association 
to the Northward, but the Motion was oppos’d.* I rode to 
Marlborough, in Company Mr. Stone, Mr. Rogers*® (preacher at 
Marlborough) and Captain Amsden. Lodg’d at Dr. Gott’s. 

24. Mr. Rogers and Dr. Gott rode up to our Lecture. Mr. 
Rogers preach’d on [blank]. 

25. My wife weaving Fringe for new, Horse Furniture. 

26. Moss picking up Apples for Cyder. 

27. Sacrament. Captain Warrin and his wife admitted not- 
withstanding her Waste and Languishment in her Limbs. Sermon 
on Song 4 and Heb. 10, 29. Captain Williams of Marlborough 
here. N.B. remarkable Thunder and Lightning, yet he went to 
Marlborough in the Evening when the Rain was over. 

28. My wife rode behind Ebenezer to Marlborough and re- 
turn’d Safe at Evening. 

29. [no entry]. 

30. Mr. Silas Witherby and his Lad came to make the Leaves 
of my Front Gate. 

31. Mr. Witherby and his Lad here Still at work upon the 
Gate. Moss carry’d a parcel of Apples over to Mr. Hezekiah 
How,*” who made up a Barrell, and part of a Second, of Cyder. 

*® Reverend Israel Loring of Sudbury. 

® Reverend William Williams. 

* Reverend Job Cushing of Shrewsbury. 

# (Harvard 1726). First minister of Southborough, Mass. Sidley, VIII, 99-105. 

% Reverend David Stearns (Harvard 1728), Sibley, VIII, 496-498. 

* Samuel Carter died August 22, 1738. He was a former selectman of Lancaster, Mass. 

® See Allen, Worcester Association, p. 19. 

% Probably John Rogers (Harvard 1732), later the first minister of Leominster, Mass. 


Sibley, LX, 189-198. 
* An original settler. Parkman’s neighbor and friend. 
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SEPTEMBER, 1738 


1. Mr. Witherby finish’d and put up my Gate, and altho he 
Set the price of his work to be 20 Shillings, yet considering he 
frequently came to Meeting here, he gave in Ten thereof. He 
made an End and went off Sometime before Night. Mr. Pannell 
and his son came to my Rye-Thrashing. They went home at 
Night. Moss fetch’d home the Cyder from Mr. Hows and Cut 
Stalks A.M.; work’d at Brother Hicks’s p.m. 


2. Mr. Pannel and his son came again to Thrashing and 
finish’d the Rye, Moss gathering up and pikeing the Stalks. 


3. On Coloss. 4,1. Heb. 10, 39. N.B. Mrs. Leeds of Groton 
in Connecticut (sister of old Mr. John Greaves) and Mr. Liver- 
more din’d with us. N.B. I acquainted the Congregation that I 
know not but that I should be absent on the next Lords Day, 
and therefore desir’d that all such as could would wait upon the 
Christian Assembly where they could go the most Conveniently 
to, and hop’d that those who could not go to other meetings 
would, as Gods people meet together and worship him here, and 


if they should do so I wish’d them the Divine Presence among 
them and Blessing upon them. 


4. N.B. Avery great Drought. Great Trouble about getting 
Corn Ground. A burning Day. N.B. Moss in a great Fret after 
Dinner. He gathered the little piece of Corn of the South side. 


5. I interrupted greatly in my purpose and Endeavours of this 
Day by the kindly intended visits of Mr. John Barrett and Mr. 
Benjamin Gerrish! of Boston on their journey to Middleton in 
Connecticut, and of Mr. Cushing and his Wife. Vid. Natal.” 


6. At about 9 a.m. my Wife and I set out upon our Journey 
to Springfield and New Haven, on my Own and Cousen Win- 
chester’s Horses. Mr. Tainter bore us Company to Mr. Cushings 
at Shrewsbury. N.B. I bought a Foot Wheel at Mr. Cushings 
which Mr. Tainter was So kind as to bring home. Din’d season- 


1 He later moved to Halifax, Nova Scotia, and became a prosperous merchant. 


* Despite Parkman’s reference to the Natalitia there is no entry in it for this date. 
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ably and agreeably at Colonel Chandlers* at Worcester. P.M. 
rode to Richardsons at Brookfield by about % after 5. N.B. 
These Richardsons were heretofore Malden Milk Folks to our 
Family at Boston. They were very obliging and would receive 
no pay but for our Oats. We got to Mr. Cheneys‘ a little before 
Candle Light, but were so unhappy as to find neither Mr. Cheney 
nor Madame at Home. Mr. Cheney was gone to wait upon a 
number of Gentlemen who were upon the Road, Scil. Colonel 
Wendell,’ Mr. President Holyoke,* Mr. Appleton,’ etc. We 
tarried with and were entertain’d decently by Mrs. Dolly Hanley 
expecting Mr. Cheneys Return, but he came not. Dr. Pyncheon® 
of Springfield came in and tarried over night likewise. 


7. In the Morning, just as we were mounting, Mr. Cheney 
(who had lodg’d with Mr. Bridgham® at Brimfield) came, and 
stay’d us whilst we made a visit to Colonel Dwight.” N.B. 
Colonel engag’d in building a new House. About 3% after 8 we 
set out with Dr. Pyncheons Company. Light at Ashleys." Left 
Ashleys between 10 and 11. At % after one arriv’d weary and 
tir’d at Scots in Kingston. Din’d there. Left Scotts % after 2. 
One Mr. Ball of Springfield and an Irishman bound to Glascow 
added to the Company. At Lambs in Springfield % after 3. 
N.B. Norwich Indians at Lambs. Left Lambs 20 minutes after 
4. Mr. Breck came out to meet us a little before we got up to the 
Town. We arriv’d by Day Light—and not so tir’d as last night, 
nor as I was at Scotts in Kingstown. 


* John Chandler, a very prominent citizen, who at one time or another held virtually all 
the offices in the town. Lincoln, Worcester, pp. 296-298. 


‘Reverend Thomas Cheney (Harvard 1711), first minister of Brookfield, Mass. Sibley, 
V, 561-563. 

5 Jacob Wendell, merchant of Boston, member of the Council of the province after 1737 
and commander of the Ancient and Honorable Artillery. 

6 Edward Holyoke (Harvard 1705), President of Harvard College. Sibley, V, 265-278. 

7 Reverend Nathaniel Appleton of Cambridge, Mass. 

8 Joseph Pynchon (Harvard 1726), physician of Springfield, Mass. Sibley, VIII, 90-92. 


® Reverend James Bridgham (Harvard 1726), minister of Brimfield, Mass. Sibley, 
VIII, 7-10. 


© Timothy Dwight of Northampton, Mass. 
1 The Ashley family kept a tavern in Westfield, Mass., for many years. 
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8. Rainy Day. The Heavy Showers were a great Blessing, it 
having been a Time when there has been an unusual Drought. 
Mr. President Holyoke remains in Town—takes up his Lodging at 
Colonel William Pyncheon.” Colonel Pyncheon din’d with us. 
The President with us p.m. 

g. Fair, bright Day. I waited upon Colonel William Pyncheon 
after I had view’d the River, the burying Place, etc. N.B. Some 
remarkable Inscriptions. N.B. Whilst we were at Colonel 
Pyncheon’s with the President, Mr. Williams" of Longmeadow 
came and after him Mr. Hopkins" of the other Parish. They 
shap’d a Scheme for my assisting Mr. Williams by Mr. Hopkins 
preaching there and my preaching on the west Side, which I con- 
sented to after we had all din’d together at Mr. Brecks. N.B. 
Mr. Breck and I paid our Regards to old Colonel Pyncheon and 
his son Captain William, And p.m. Mr. President, Mr. Breck 
and I waited upon old Madame Brewer.” 

10. In the morning I cross’d the River and went up to Mr. 
Hopkins. N.B. The first and Second Drum beating to give 
Notice to the People. Preach’d on Luk. 16, 23. N.B. The 
Women all sat upon the wrong side of the Meeting House. Dea- 
con Parsons'® very Courteous to me, and walk’d with me to the 
Ferry at Eve. At Mr. Brecks Mr. Hopkins in his return from 
Longméadow. Cold Night. 

11. Mr. Holyoke and Some Number besides were going up to 
Mt. Tom (call’d So as Tradition has it from one Rowland Thomas) 
and to Mt. Holyoke, (call’d so from one of the Presidents ances- 
tors) and from thence they purpos’d to Mr. Rands” at Sunder- 
land. But we rode to Long Meadow, when the Frost of this 
Morning which was very great was in great Degree gone, met Mr. 

12 Of Springfield. 


3 Reverend Stephen Williams (Harvard 1713), minister of the First Congregational 
Church of Longmeadow, Mass., 1714-1782. Sibley, VI, 25-35. 


4 Reverend Samuel Hopkins (Yale 1718), minister at West Springfield, Mass., 1720- 
1755. Dexter, 184-187. 


4’ Widow of Reverend Daniel Brewer (Harvard 1687) of Springfield, Mass. 
4 Ebcuezer Parsons of West Springfield. 


7 Reverend William Rand (Harvard 1721), second minister of Sunderland, Mass., and 
one of Parkman’s classmates. Sibley, VI, 549-553. 
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Allis'® hastening to join the foresaid Company. Mr. Williams set 
out with us, so far as to guide us to the way to Enfield. We 
cross’d the Ferry and rode (with one Kebby in Company) to Mr. 
Devotions” at Suffield. N.B. A fine prospect on the North of 
Suffield Meeting House. After kind Entertainment, dining, etc. 
we set out from thence in the middle of the Afternoon, rode to 
Windsor and Hartford and were kindly entertain’d at Mr. 
Austins.” N.B. His Honor Governor Law,” Captain Wads- 
worth,” etc. at Mr. Austins. N.B. soo Hogsheads of Tobacco 
ship’d off last year from Connecticut River to the West Indies 
and chiefly from Windsor. 

12. Mr. Austin persuaded me to go up on the State House to 
take a View of the Town, the River, etc. We visited Mr. Secre- 
tary Willis.**> There was Mr. Woodbridge™ of Symsbury and Mr. 
Case,* who were going to New Haven. This therefore was our 
Company. Stopp’d at Beckleys**—at Aspinwalls” in Kensington. 
N.B. In Wallingford or North Haven, a vessel building some 
Miles from the Water. N.B. Corn field 5 miles Long. N.B. A 
Late sorrowful occurrence by Thunder; the steeple shiver’d and a 
man thrown down from it and kill’d. N.B. 4 Persons buryed 
in the highway for suicide. N.B. Pleasant Fields appear’d at an 
agreeable Distance on the North East side of the Mountain. We 
stopp’d again at Hammerstones* in North Haven. There Mr. 
Wheelock” who had been Some time with us on the Road left us. 


8 William Allis of Sunderland. 

19 Reverend Ebenezer Devotion (Harvard 1707), third minister of Suffield, Mass. (now 
Connecticut). Sibley, V, 329-331. 

® John Austin of Hartford, a merchant of that town. 

21 Jonathan Law (Harvard 1695), Governor of Connecticut. Sibley, IV, 237-242. 

2 Joseph Wadsworth of Windsor, Conn. 

% George Wyllys (Yale 1729), Secretary of the Colony of Connecticut. Dexter, 399-400. 

* Reverend Timothy Woodbridge (Yale 1706), minister of Simsbury, Conn., 1710- 
1742. Dexter, pp. 57-58. 

% Benajah Case (Yale 1733), later minister of New Fairfield, Conn., 1742-1753. Dexter, 
PP. 475-476. 

% Lieutenant Joseph Beckley of Wethersfield, Conn., was the proprietor of an important 
tavern on the road between Hartford and New Haven. 

7 Eleazer Aspinwall of Farmington (Kensington Parish). 

% John Hamaston, Jr. (1685-1767). 

2% Reverend Eleazer Wheelock (Yale 1733), minister of the third church of Lebanon 
(Columbia), Conn., 1735-1770; later the founder and first president of Dartmouth College. 
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N.B. College illuminated, seen Two Miles off. Call’d first at old 
Madame Pierponts® where was Mr. Russells wife*!, of Middleton, 
Mr. Pierponts sister. Found Dear Mrs. Pierpont Well and our 


meeting was with reciprocal Joy. Mr. Pierpont*® was Still at 
Boston. 


13. Being the Day of their Commencement I attended at 
College and at the Meeting House. Mr. Gay* of Hingham, Mr. 
Storer* of Waterton, Mr. Pemberton® of New York, Mr. Smith* 
of Weymouth, and Mr. John Hunt*’ preacher, were there. N.B. 
Mr. Dickerson® of Elizabeth Town—divers Clergymen of the 
Church of England, especially Mr. Johnson*® and Wetmore.” 
N.B. Mr. Elmer of Cohanzy. N.B. Mr. John Barrett and Mr. 
Benjamin Gerrish, Merchants of Boston, there. I din’d in the 
Hall. The Exercises and Entertainments handsome and agree- 
able, and especially the Valedictory Oration. The Company was 


*® Mary (Hooker) Pierpont, the widow of the Reverend James Pierpont (d. 1714), sur- 
vived until Nov. 1, 1738. She was the granddaughter of the Reverend Thomas Hooker, 
the first minister of Hartford, Conn. Her daughter, Sarah, married Jonathan Edwards, 
D.D., the president of Princeton College. 

® Mary Pierpont was the wife of the Reverend William Russell (Yale 1709), minister of 
Middletown, Conn., 1715-1761. Dexter, 90-91. 

# James Pierpont, Jr. (Yale 1718), son of the Reverend James Pierpont of New Haven. 
Dexter, 189-190. 

% Reverend Ebenezer Gay (Harvard 1714), minister of Hingham, Mass., 1717-1787- 
Sibley, VI, 59-66. 

™ Reverend Seth Storer (Harvard 1720), minister of Watertown, Mass., 1724-1774. 
Sibley, V1, 412-414. 

*% Reverend Ebenezer Pemberton (Harvard 1721), minister of the Presbyterian Church, 
New York City, 1727-1753. Sibley, VI, 535-546. 

* Reverend William Smith (Harvard 1725), minister of the First Congregational Church 
of Weymouth, Mass., 1734-1783. Reverend Smith’s daughter, Abigail, became the wife 
of President John Adams. Sidley, VII, 588-591. 

= (Harvard 1734), of Watertown, Mass. He preached at Dedham and at Bellington, 
but in 1740 became a merchant at Watertown. Sibley, IX, 414-418. 

® Reverend Jonathan Dickinson (Yale 1706), minister of Elizabethtown (Union), New 
Jersey, 1709-1747, and later President of Princeton College. Dexter, 45-52. 

® Reverend Samuel Johnson (Yale 1714), minister of Christ Church, Episcopal, Strat- 
ford, Conn., 1723-1754 and 1764-1772. He was the first President of King’s (now Colum- 
bia) College, 1754-1763. Dexter, 123-128. 

Reverend James Wetmore (Yale 1714), minister of Christ Church, Rye, New York, 
1726-1760. Dexter, pp. 133-138. 

“ Daniel Elmer (Yale 1713). Formerly of Westborough, Mass., and at this time minister 
of the church of Christ of Cohansey, Fairfield, New Jersey, 1727-1755. Dexter, pp. 
110-111. 
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not very numerous. The Custom of giving Diploma at the time 
of giving the Degree is most fit and proper in my Eye and what I 
could wish our College would come into. 

14. Went up to College a.m. In returning I carry’d down with 
me to Mrs. Pierponts, to Dinner Mr. Bliss, Mr. Case and Mr. 
Hunt. P.M. Mr. Elmer and Mr. Pemberton came to us. N.B. 
Sarah Cunnabel, Mrs. Pierponts Maid in a Fit. 

15. We (Scil. Mrs. Pierpont, my wife and I) din’d at Mr. 
Noyes’s.” N.B. Mr. Edwards* of North Hampton with us. 
P.M. Mr. Noyes, Mr. Edwards and I visited Mr. Isaac Dicker- 
man,“ a middle Batchelour, who was in a Languishment. Visited 
Mr. Daniel Edwards“—the Rector—and went into the Library— 
still with Mr. Jonathan Edwards. Mr. Woodbridge accompany’d 
us home to Mrs. Pierponts. I was much indispos’d altho I kept 
about, and was in Variety of Company, but especially I was very 
uncomfortable in the Evening and through the Night. 

16. Mr. Edwards of North Hampton came to see me and walk 
with me to College, which I attempted altho I was not well. Mr. 
Woodbridge“ conducted us into the Library and I Spent Several 
Hours diligently in viewing the Books. A most Curious and 
Costly Collection. Din’d at Old Madame Pierponts. P.M. I 
return’d to the Library again. At Mr. Noyes’s. I was very 
feeble, and my stomach deprav’d. Return’d to my Lodging before 
Night. N.B. Sarah Cunnabel another Fit. 

17. Too much indispos’d still for my public Service, yet was 
oblig’d to try. Mr. Hunt preach’d a.m. on Tit. 3, 2. I din’d at 
Mr. Noyes’s. N.B. I left my Bible at Home when I went to 
meeting p.m. I hastily fetch’d it. Mr. Noyes pray’d. I preach’d 
on Job 19, 25. Supp’d at Mr. Noyes’s. N.B. Old Mr. Warham 
Mather,” the Rector and Mr. Daniel Edwards there after Supper. 


@ Reverend Joseph Noyes (Yale 1709), minister at New Haven, 1715-1761. Dexter, 
pp. 85-89. 

# Reverend Jonathan Edwards (Yale 1720), the great divine of Northampton, Mass., 
and later President of Princeton College. 

“ (Yale 1736). Dexter, p. 558. 

# (Yale 1720). Dexter, pp. 216-217. 

# Probably Timothy Woodbridge, Jr., tutor at Yale College. 

“ (Harvard 1685), sometime preacher and teacher, and Judge of the Probate Court at 
New Haven, 1716-1727. Sibley, III, 319-320. 
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Walk’d to Mr. Prouts*® where we were very kindly receiv’d. 
From thence we retir’d home. Several very Cool Nights. 

18. Mr. Prout, his Lady and Dauter, Mr. Hunt and Sister, and 
Mr. Pomroy, all came in to see us at going off. Mr. Hezekiah 
Pierpont® came and waited upon Mrs. Pierpont Some Miles 
with us. I rode up to College and to the Rectors for Mr. Wood- 
bridge who had appointed to go with us, but he did not go. Mr. 
Daniel Edwards and Mr. Belden of Norwalk were our Company. 
Sorrowful Leave-taking of our Friends. Mr. Pierpont and 
Madame his Sister rode as far as Hamesdens and there parted. 
We set out from thence at almost noon. We din’t at Halls® in 
Merrydan, a Corner of Farmington (as I remember) at 3% after 
one. Set out again just an Hour after. Stop’d at Beckleys. Mr. 
Thomas Goodwin," late of Boston, now of Weathersfield, in Com- 
pany. We halted at Mr. Goodwins at Weathersfield, and then 
tho weary’d and tir’d we stood it out to Mr. Secretary Wyllys’s in 
Hartford, and there were friendly receiv’d and lodg’d that Night. 
N.B. The Antient Pedigree of Wyllys. 

19. In great Doubt in the Morning about prosecuting our 
Journey being it was so lowery—but Mr. Edwards being waiting, 
we mounted from Mr. Austins in order to go to Windham; but 
the rain prevail’d so much that we bid farewell to Mr. Edwards, 
who being Clerk of the Court was oblig’d to go, and we return’d 
to Mr. Austins and spent the Day. P.M. Mr. Ellery’s®? Musick. 
At Eve Mr. Ellery and I visited Mr. Whitman and Mr. Wyllys. 
We Lodg’d at Mr. Austins. 

20. In the Morning Mr. Ellerys little son was Scall’d with hot 
Chocolat, which as it put every one into great affliction it much 
retarded us and prevent’d our journeying Early. Mr. Wyllys and 
Mr. Ellery were so good as to ride with us. N.B. One of our 


# John Prout (Yale 1708), a merchant of New Haven and Treasurer of Yale College. 
Dexter, pp. 76-77. 

® The youngest son of the Reverend James Pierpont of New Haven. 

® Reverend Theophilus Hall (Yale 1727), first minister of Meriden, Conn., 1728-1767. 
Dexter, pp. 352-353. 

® (Harvard 1725). Sibley, VII, 517-518. 


® John Ellery (Harvard 1732), originally of Boston, was a prominent merchant of Hart- 
ford. Sibley, IX, 148-150. 
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Horses blunder’d overboard of the Ferry Boat, wet the Side- 
saddle etc., but we receiv’d not much more Damage than the 
Hindrance to our Journey thereby. N.B. Our Great Suspence 
whether we Should ride Springfield Road again or to Windham. 
One Mr. Stebbins was going to Springfield. Many Arguments 
were us’d against Bolton and Ashford Road, but most of all my 
Wife’s Circumstances prevail’d to go Springfield way. Mr. Willys 
and Mr. Ellery accompany’d us as far as Grants® Tavern, where 
we din’d, oated etc. and all at their Expence. At almost 3 p.m. 
we took leave of those Gentlemen, mounted from Grants. Call’d 
at Mr. Reynolds’s™ in Enfield. Continued on to Long Meadow 
where we overtook Dr. Pyncheon. Arriv’d at Mr. Brecks a little 
before Day Light down, nor were we so overtir’d as at some other 
Times. 

21. Mr. Breck rode with us Two or Three miles. Stopp’d a 
little at Lambs but din’d at Scotts. Lost our way before we got 
to Ashleys and wander’d some but found our Road so seasonably 
as to get to Mr. Cheneys in the first of the Evening. Were cheer- 
fully received and handsomely lodg’d. 

22. We set out early from Brookfield. Saw nothing of Mr. 
Bliss at Richardsons as was appointed tho we tarried some while 
there. Din’d at Mr. Goddards’s® at Leicester (whose wife had 
lately been deliver’d of a son). He set out with us for Worcester. 
Met Mr. Abijah Bruce of Westborough on the Road. Call’d at 
Mr. Burrs® and at Mr. Cushings. Got home in Safety and found 
all Things well and in Prosperity. Moss*’ went off the Monday 
morning after we departed. Blessed be the Lord who hath smil’d 
on our going out and returning Home, who hath been our Shade 
upon our Right Hand and preserved us and ours from all Evil. 
To His Name be Glory from henceforth and forever! 


8 Ebenezer Grant (Yale 1726), a leading merchant and inn-keeper in the East parish of 
Windsor (now East Windsor). Dexter, p. 328. 

“ Reverend Peter Reynolds (Harvard 1720), minister of Enfield, Conn., 1724-1768. 
Sibley, V1, 396-399. 

% Reverend David Goddard (Harvard 1731), second minister of Leicester, Mass., 1736- 
1754. Sibley, IX, 40-43. 

® Reverend Isaac Burr of Worcester. 

5? Abraham Moss, Parkman’s hired man. 
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23. I had agreed with Mr. Brown® of Lexington to preach 
last Sabbath but he came not by which means our people were 
without preaching Two Sabbaths. 

24. Repeated Sermon on Matt. 26, 41. Rainy. 

25. Rainy. Town Meeting upon my Support and to See what 
is best to be done about a Meeting House. I put in a Memorial 
to the Town and they made my sallery and support 200£. The 
other Affair was adjourn’d for a Fortnight. 

26. Abraham Moss came here, acknowledg’d his unfit Conduct 
and Language in his Passionate Heat on the 4th Instant. P.M. I 
rode out to Several near neighbours. Mrs. Byles, etc. Raw 
Cold. Perplex’d concerning a well, my Pump and Well being 
altogether dry. 

27. Rainy again, and continued all Day very Wett. Arbi- 
trators of the Affair between old Mr. Maynard® and Brother 
Hicks met today. Scil. Colonel Wards* of Southborough, 
Captain Williams® of Marlborough, and Captain Eager® of 
Westborough. 

28. Rainy Still. Old Mr. Maynard came and requested me to 
go over to his son in laws, Nathaniel Oakes®™ to see their Young 
Child. P.M. It held up. I went over with him. The Child was 
thought to be in great Danger of Death. They requested that I 
would baptize it. They sent about to the Neibours to come in. 
There came upward of 20 persons, and I baptiz’d it by the name 
of Ebenezer. After that Exercise I rode up to Lieutenant Hollo- 
ways, visited Silas and Timothy Fay, and call’d at Captain 
Eagers at Evening. 

29. Silas and Timothy Fay came and began a New Well for me. 

30. Stormy Day again. 


% Josiah Brown (Harvard 1735), sometime preacher and schoolmaster of Lancaster and 
Sterling, Mass. Sibley, IX, 476-478. 


® Mrs. Joseph Byles. 

© David Maynard. 

® William Ward, justice of the peace and holder of several town offices. 
® Abraham Williams, Parkman’s brother-in-law. 

James Eager. 

Nathaniel Oak married Keziah Maynard, June 7, 1736. 

® William Holloway of Westborough. 
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OCTOBER, 1738 


1. Very Stormy. On Heb. 10, 39. P.M. repeated on Mat. 
26, 41. Mr. Townsend! din’d, and by reason of the Storm con- 
tinuing lodg’d here. 

2. Rainy morning, but when it slack’d Mr. Townsend return’d 
home. Eleazer Rice call’d me to visit Mr. James Maynard and 
his Children who were sick. I went and found Mr. Maynard very 
bad. P.M. I was at the Funeral of Mr. Nathaniel Oakes young 
Child (vid. supr.). 

3. Expecting Moss for his Money, I rode to Mr. Joslins to 
provide it for him. When I return’d home Colonel Richard 
Saltonstall? was at my House upon his Journey from Springfield 
Court. N.B. Mrs. Eager, Mrs. Holloway, and Mrs. Wheeler to 
visit my wife. At Evening having rode with Judge Saltonstall 
to See him well out of Town, I visited Mr. James Maynard again 
and those Two of his Children which were Still very Bad. N.B. 
John Rogers carted me 500 Bricks from Pelatiah Rice’s. 

4. [No entry]. 

5. Old Mr. Maynard Winnow’d 12 Bushels and nigh 3 Pecks of 
Rice for me. N.B. Mr. Pannel had winnow’d 2 Bushels before. 
Susan Cutting rode to Shrewsbury. At Eve rode to Mr. Grouts? 
where I Supp’d. Mr. Tainter and his wife, etc. there. N.B. Mrs. 
Tainters high Disgust at our Dining the Sabbath before last in 
the Kitchen—She Surmizing that it was done with design to keep 
People from coming to warm themselves, which had not entered 
into our Thoughts, but was done because the House was Cold by 
the Storm and we had no fire in the Dining Room. At Win- 
chesters‘ and at old Mr. Samuel Fays.5 

6. Visited Mr. James Maynard in the Morning, who grows 
Somewhat better. Thomas Winchester gather’d in our Beans, 


pick’d winter Apples, etc. Susan return’d from Shrewsbury at 
Night. 


1 Joshua Townsend, the first schoolmaster of Westborough. 
2 (Harvard 1722). Sibley, VII, 117-121. 

3 Joseph Grout, selectman of Westborough. 

4 Benjamin Winchester of Westborough. 

5 An original settler of Westborough. 
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7. Children picking Apples. 

8. On Eph. 6, 5, 6, 7, 8. 

g. All the officers met together at Ensign Maynards upon the 
Affair of a Regemental Muster. Mr. Prentice® of Grafton, Mr. 
Cook,’ preacher at Marlborough, Dr. Gott, etc., were here. 
Town Meeting by adjournment to See what Should be done about 
a Meeting House. Dissolv’d. Divers Neighbours kindly help’d 
David Baverick (who wrought for me to Day) in Cutting up my 
Corn and carting it into the Barn. N.B. Noah How help’d 
David a.m. in carting in stalks, and Noah and his Brother Daniel*® 
carted my Apples to their Mill. At Night 1o or a Dozen young 
men and Lads Husk’d part of my Corn. 

10. Rain’d hard in the morning. P.M. it ceas’d and then I 
rode to the Southermost Houses towards Hopkinton. Supp’d at 
old Mr. Graves’s.? N.B. Colonel Ward," Captain Williams and 
Captain Eager, Arbitrators upon Mr. Maynards and Hicks’s 
Difference. They brought in to Hicks’s Dissatisfaction. 

11. David Baverick wrought for me carrying up Corn, making 
a Partition Fence. Susanna Cutting™ left us. She rode to 
Waterton upon my Horse. 

12. Receiv’d Three Barrells of My own Cyder from Mr. 
How’s Mill, and 4 More of Mr. Whitney” which I bought for 11 
shillings per Barrell. Mr. Prentice of Grafton and Mr. Samuel 
Cook came and din’d with me. Mr. Cook preach’d on 1 Cor. 6, 
ult. Church meeting after Lecture on the Affairs of Mr. Samuel 
Fay, etc., and Concerning the Fragments after the Lords 
Supper, and concerning Vessels of the Table and a Baptizing 
Bason. Adjourn’d to this Day sennight. Ebenezer Maynard 
brought 24 Barrells more of my Cyder from Mr. How’s. 


® Reverend Solomon Prentice. 


7 Samuel Cooke (Harvard 1735), later minister of the First Congregational Church of 
Arlington, Mass. Sibley, IX, 500-508. 


® Sons of Parkman’s neighbor, Hezekiah How. 

® John Graves of Westborough. 

10 Nahum Ward of Shrewsbury. 

1 Mrs. Parkman’s helper. 

#2 Nathaniel Whitney, a selectman of Westborough. 


[Oct., 
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13. We boyl’d Cyder this Forenoon. 

14. [No entry]. 

15. The Lords Supper was administered. Preach’d on Matt. 
22, 12, Eph. 6, 8. At Eve I visited Mrs. James Maynard who 
lay in an extremely Dangerous state. When I return’d from Mr. 
Maynards I found Mr. James Pierpont at my House, who this 
Evening came up from Marlborough, and was upon his Journey to 
New Haven. 

16. I Catechiz’d at the Meeting House a. and p.m. Rain a.m. 
Did not clear off p.m. Yet Mr. Pierpont was intent upon his 
Journey home. Mr. David Buys” of New Glascow being here 
and going upwards, Mr. Pierpont was not to be persuaded to 
stay. He design’d for Worcester tonight. 

17. Mr. Stone and I rode up to Shrewsbury to Ministers Meet- 
ing. See Association Records. Mr. Aaron Whitney offer’d 
himself voluntarily to Examination. Mr. Tainter here at Eve 
with Lads who Husk’d more of my Corn but did not finish it. 

18. Mr. Stone preach’d a very useful Sermon on Col. 1, 27. 
N.B. Mr. Loring absent, ’tis Thought on the Affair of Woburn, 
where there was a large Council last Week. Mr. Stone return’d 
home with me. 

19. Deacon Forbush” somewhat after noon. Church Meeting 
was not duely attended either by any Number of Members or 
Seasonably by those who did come. See Church Records. Mr. 
Whipple” and Mr. Bradish” here at Eve. 

20. Neighbor Hezekiah How brought 500 more of Bricks 
home for me. 

21. Mr. Williams here. P.M. Ensign Maynard" brought a 
Kegg of Rhum from Boston. 


13 Probably one of the Boies family of New Glasgow (Blandford), Mass. 


4 (Harvard 1737), later the first minister of the First Congregational Society of Peters- 
ham, Mass., 1738-1777. Sibley, X, 260-263. 


4% Thomas Forbush, an original settler of Westborough. 
% Francis Whipple. 

1 James Bradish, an original settler of Westborough. 

8 Stephen Maynard. 
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22. On Matt. 9, 9. P.M. on Ex. 10, 11. Mr. Chamberlain” 
din’d with us. 

23. At Deacon Tomlins,” Seth Rice’s, Jedediah How’s. ™.M. 
getting up Corn from the Barn. 

24. Captain Forbush came and invited me to Dinner to Day 
at Ensign Maynards. Trooping and Training. I pray’d with the 
Company, din’d with the Officers and pray’d with the whole Body 
at Night and we sung part of Ps. 144. 

25. Very Rainy Day. At Eve I rode to Ensign Forbush, 
Master Townsend’s, etc. 

26. Mr. Hezekiah How and Mr. Francis Whipple accompany’d 
me to Grafton Lecture. I preach’d on Jude 10, 21, 1st Clause. 
We return’d at Eve. 

27.28. I desire to take some serious Notice of the Longsuffering 
of God towards me and his Church in this place in continuing 
under the precious advantage of the Gospel these fourteen Years. 
I see great Reason to humble myself for my unfaithfullness 
Negligence and Unprofitableness and I would penitently repair to 
God in Christ for forgiveness. 

29. We meditated upon What it is to be in Christ, what Bene- 
fits there are thereof, the Great Advantages of having been in 
Christ some years, and the great Privilege, advantage and Com- 
fort of Knowing and being Sure of this; with Reflections adapted 
to the present Time and our present Circumstances. From 2 
Cor. 12,2. 

30. Very rainy and exceeding high Winds. 

31. Meeting of proprietors of Houssatunnoc No. 3 at Ensign 
Maynards. My admission (on Condition of my paying 15£ and 
6£ more towards Meeting House, etc.) Confirm’d. Mr. Palmer, 
Mr. William Maning and Mr. Thomas Hastings came up. 


NOVEMBER, 1738 


1. Mr. Palmer had my Horse to go to Worcester his own being 
Lame. Mr. Manning, Hastings and Hicks din’d with us. Mr. 
Palmer return’d and he and Mr. Manning lodg’d here. 


19 Ebenezer Chamberlin. 
[saac Tomlin or Tomblin. 
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2. Mr. Palmer etc. return’d home. Church Meeting. See 
Records. Had a pair of Turkeys of Mr. Jonathan Bellows 
brought home. 

3. [No entry]. 


4. The Boys dug potatoes. Aaron Forbush, junior, and his 
Brother Benjamin dug p.m. 


5. 2 Cor. 12, 2 and 1 Pet. 4, 4. 


6. Rainy. Town meeting again about a Meeting House, but 
it fell through for want of selectmen. 


7. Mr. Tainter Sow’d and plough’d in Rye for me. John 
Hicks junior dug Potatoes. Captain Goddard? here. I visited 
Captain Warrins*® wife. Very fine Weather. 


8. Fine Weather Still. I rode up to Mr. Garfields Lime Kiln 
now in Burning. Return’d by James Maynards whom I visited as 
he is Slowly creeping up from his low Condition, and his little son 
John worse again. N.B. Molly* went with Mr. Tainter up to 
Mr. Joseph Miles’s and then home with Mr. Tainter. 


g. My wife rode with me to visit upon the North side of the 
Town. Din’d at Captain Eagers and proceeded up to the Bow- 
kers. Supp’d at Lieutenant Holloways. N.B. I bought a Swine 
of him for which I agreed to give him 3£. In returning we visited 
Mr. Josiah Rice, whose wife was sick of a Fever. 


10. Mr. Peter Smith’ of Shrewsbury and his Daughter® here. 
A Glazier also (one Child of Roxbury) to mend up my Glass. 
Salt brought up gratis by the Teams which went from here. 


11. Abraham Moss here. He mention’d a mistake he thought 
was made in the Counting the money which was paid him, which 
expos’d him to loose 20 shillings. 


1 The church debarred Samuel Fay from the communion because he had prevented his 


wife from coming to church. On Dec. 17, 1738 Fay’s acknowledgement of his offence was 
accepted. 


* Edward Goddard of Framingham. 

3 Mrs. Daniel Warrin of Westborough. 

¢ Parkman’s oldest child, Mary. 

5 One of the founders of the church in Shrewsbury. 
6 Elizabeth Smith, born Dec. 22, 1724. 
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12. Mat. 9, 12, 13. Eccl. 9,3. Mrs. Byles and widow Pratt’ 
and others din’d. It was a Cold Day, and the more tedious as it 
came upon us Suddenly. First time of Snowing at all, this Year. 

13. The Cold increas’d and was very pinching. Ty’d up as 
many Cattle as we could. 

14. More Moderate. Training Day. Andrew Cwees [?] 
brought the Swine which I bought of Lieutenant Holloway last 
week, price 3£. 

15. Sister Hicks* brought to bed of her roth Child—my wife 
over there till 5 o’Clock this morning. Mr. Aaron Forbush came 
to go up to Wachuset. Ensign Maynard rode with us to Captain 
Eagers and Lieutenant Holloways but the Rain prevail’d so that 
we return’d back after dining with Lieutenant Holloways. N.B. 
snow’d this morning. 

16. Rainy. 

17. [No entry]. 

19. Eccl. 9, 3; Ps. 51, 15. 

20. Sold Mr. Tainter 3 Largest Weathers I had. Eve I visited 
Mr. Noah Rice’s wife who was very sick and dejected. Very cold 
Night. 

21. Snow. 

22. [No entry]. 

23. Thanksgiving. Heb. 13, 15, 16. Neighbor Joseph Green 
Supp’d with us. A very Cold Day. 

24. Ensign Maynard and I reckon’d and settled accounts. 
Deacon Newton here at Evening. 

25. Cold season. Dr. Gott® here. My Wife has for some time 
had her Limbs exceedingly swelling insomuch that she can’t well 
go about. 

26. Sacrament. Matth. 22, 12. Ps. 74, 17. Very cold. 3 
Deacons and Neighbor Thomas Bruce din’d with us. P.M. 
Snow. 

27. Out of wood, except very great Loggs. Stephen Maynard 
at my desire brought a Load. Town Meeting the 4th Time about 

7 Mrs. John Pratt, Sr., mother of John Pratt, Jr., an original settler of Westborough. 


8 Mrs. John Hicks of Westborough, Parkman’s sister-in-law. 
* Benjamin Gott, the physician of Marlborough, Parkman’s brother-in-law. 
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a Meeting House or repairing the old one, or Dividing the Town. 
N.B. 23 votes out of 47 for the first. Mr. Tainter alone my 
Butcher in killing the old Cow. Weight 327, Tallow 42, Hide 50. 
Sold the hide to Captain Eager for 25 Shillings. I was at Ensign 
Maynards in the Eve. N.B. Lucy Forbush came to work for us. 

28. Snow’d. Mr. Taynter and his wife here cutting up and 
Salting down my Beef. At Mr. Cornelius Cooks." Evening at 
Deacon Newtons.” 

29. Mrs. Dorothy Rice™ here. We rode over to see sister 
Hicks. Wesupp’d there. Brother Samuel Breck" came up to see 
us, and tarried. 

30. Read Andrew Marvels Rehearsal transpos’d.* Evening 
made up accounts with Mr. Hezekiah How. N.B. Mr. Ebenezer 
Johnson of Southborough and others here. 


DECEMBER, 1738 


1. Snowy Day. Brother Samuel Breck went to Marlborough. 
Mr. Tainter came and got up Wood for me. 

2. Snow’d hard. My wife grows more and more indispos’d. 

3. Bright Day. Mat. 9, 14-17. Ps. 119, 5. Mr. Bradish and 
Mr. Samuel Harrington din’d with us. Lucy Forbush went home 
at Eve. 

4. Very Cold morning. I rode over to Old Mr. Ward! and got 
his Dauter to come and Serve us. Thence to Deacon Newtons and 
after that I went to Cambridge. A troublesome cold Journey. 
Sister Lydia? had been very ill but was recovering. 


% Deacon Simon Tainter. 

1 The blacksmith of Westborough. 

2 Josiah Newton 

8 Wife of Seth Rice, son of Edmund Rice, an original settler of Westborough. 

4 Parkman’s brother-in-law, the son of the late Reverend Robert Breck of Marlborough. 

4% Andrew Marvell (1621-1678), an English poet and satirist. 

8 The Rehearsal Transpros’d, or Animadversions upon a late book intituled ‘A Preface 
showing what Grounds there are of Fears and Jealousies of Popery’ (1672). 

1 Increase Ward, an original settler of Westborough. 

2 Lydia Champney, Parkman’s sister-in-law. 
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5. Rain & cold. Din’d at Father Champneys. P.M. I rode 
to Boston. Small Pox in Town, in several places. Lodg’d at 
Brother Elias’s.2 N.B. Brother Samuel‘ had bargain’d for an 
Irish Lad of 15 years, with Captain Solomon Lombard—for 
£7, 15, and he was lodg’d at Brother Elias’s till my Coming to 
Town. The Boys Name was John Ridney, born in the county 
of Waterford in Ireland. 

6. Din’d at Brother Elias’s. P.M. at Brother Alexander’s.® 
At Eve at Mr. Webbs® with Brother Elias. My aged Mother 
still in a measure of Comfort. D.G. 

7. Mr. Checkley’ on Amos 3, 2 at public Lecture. N.B. great 
Trouble occasion’d by my having an hat left me in the Pew 
which was not mine by (as I found the next Day) Mr. Daniel 
Lagg of Cambridge. Din’d at Brother Samuels. At Eve John 
consented to be bound and go up with me forthwith. Whilst I 
was concern’d about the means and way of getting John up to 
Westborough Brother Hicks was at Brother Elias’s. By various 
impediments we were hinder’d going over the Ferry till after nine 
o’Clock at night, but they ferry’d over, Brother and John and my 
Self for 2/6. Rode to Cambridge. Lodg’d John at the blue 
Anchor,’ whilst Brother and I with our Horses were taken care 
of at Mr. Whittemore’s.? N.B. Mr. Whittemore and wife and 
their sister Fisher from Boston not till after 12. A Cold Night. 

8. Finish’d the Indentures and binding of John. Was at 
Colonel Goffs® for my Hatt. At Brecks Chamber at College. 
Sent John over to Father Champney’s and upon Brother Hick’s 
mare I undertook my Journey home. N.B. Colonel Fullam"™ at 

* Elias Parkman. 
‘Samuel Parkman of Boston. 
§ Alexander Parkman of Boston. 


* Reverend John Webb of Boston. 

7 Reverend Samuel Checkley (Harvard 1715), later minister of the Second Church of 
Boston, 1747-1768. Sibley, VI, 74-78. 

* An old tavern in Cambridge operated at this time by Joseph Bean. Paige, Cambridge, 
pp. 225-226. 

® Probably Deacon Samuel Whittemore of Cambridge. 

” Edmund Goffe (Harvard 1690) of Cambridge, onetime selectman and representative, 
who was commissioned colonel in 1724. Sibley, IV, 57-60. 

“4 Francis Fulham of Weston, Mass. Bond, Watertown, p. 227. 
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Mr. Woolson’s” Tavern. Not home till very late and Cold and 
Spent. N.B. In my absence a good Ewe (that which Mr. Ball 
presented me at the Setting up my Flock) fell into the old House 
Cellar and dy’d there. 

g. Brother Hicks and John Ridney came up on my Horse. A 
very Cold Day. Jerusha Ward" went home. 

10. Ps. 119, 5, and p.m. Repeated sermon 2 on Ps. 90, 9 from 
Ps. 39, 5. 

11. Patience Forbush* tarried last night that She might Serve 
us two or Three Days. Mrs. Knowlton and Mrs. Whipple to visit 
my wife. Mrs. Maynard and Cousen Winchester here also. In 
the Evening her Husband came. They tarried and Supp’d with 
us. 

12. Snow. Ensign Maynard. 

13. Mr. Cushing’® made me a kind visit. Patience went home 
at night. 

14. I rode to Marlborough, Ebenezer” with me, to Colonel 
Woods’s'® (who was gone to Charleston) to Mr. Butlers,’ Mr. 
Tainters and Dr. Gotts. At the last place was Mr. Samuel Cook 
and others. We return’d home though late. 

15. Abiel Allen came p.m. to serve us. Mr. Grout at Eve to 
consult upon the affair of getting wood. Snowy Night. 

16. My wife has not only Swell’d greatly in her Limbs but 
(besides her pregnancy) in her Body, and is exceeding full of Pain. 
I sent L-benezer to Marlborough to the Doctor’s. A warmish, 
thawy Day. Wind at Sundown. 

17. Rom. 8, 16 occasioned in part by the growing extravagance 
of Velvet and scarlet among people of low Rank. P.M. repeated 


2 The Woolson family had operated a tavern in Watertown since 1686. Bond, Water- 
town, pp. 668-669. 

13 Nathan Ball, an early settler. 

% Daughter of Increase Ward of Westborough. 

% Daughter of Deacon Jonathan Forbush of Westborough. 

16 Reverend Job Cushing of Shrewsbury. 

1 Parkman’s oldest son, now eleven years old. 

Benjamin Woods. 

1 Peter Butler of Marlborough. 
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sermon on Ps. 119, 9. My wife very ill. Public Prayers for her. 
At night extream full of Pain, and continued all Night. N.B. 
Mr. Eliezer Bellows*® and Granny Forbush” din’d with us. 
Exceeding Cold Night. 


18. The Morning Exeeding Cold. Dr. Gott here. Mrs. 
Knowlton and Mrs. Williams here to see my wife. She continues 
Swell’d and full of Pain. 


19. Mr. Grout with a Team, and Mr. Samuel Harrington with 
his oxen to make up another Team with my oxen and Sled, 
Mr. Groe,” Mr. Tainter, Mr. Beriah Rice,” Mr. Jonathan For- 
bush, junior, Thomas Winchester, Edwards Whipple, Ephraim 
Whitney,™% Samuel Rogers, Thomas Whitney, junior. Mr. Aaron 
Forbush* came p.m. to Cut and sled me wood from the further 
side of the Hill. N.B. One Mr. Daniel Damon of Leicester, who 
was born near Sydmouth in old England hear with Dears Leather. 
Bought a skin and a Brass-Albany-Tobacco Box of him. Brother 
Samuel Breck came up from Marlborough and lodg’d here. With 
him came sister Gott”® and Mrs. Bulah Bent,” and after them 
came Captain Williams. These latter went down to Marl- 
borough at Eve. N.B. Mrs. Byles and Mrs. Bruce to visit my 
wife and at Eve Mrs. Susanna Forbush.¥ A very Cold Night. 

20. Very Cold and windy. Brother Samuel rode away upon 
his Journey to Springfield. 

21. The Cold Somewhat abated. Sister Hicks here. 


*® Eleazer Bellows came to Westborough in the 1720’s. The Westborough Vital Records 


record the births of three daughters and one son to Eleazer and Sarah Bellows, August 18, 
1728. 


%1 Widow of Deacon Thomas Forbush who died in May 1738. 
Samuel Grow. 


% Son of Thomas Rice, an original settler of Westborough. Beriah lived in Westborough 
until about 1742 when he removed to Annapolis, Nova Scotia. 


% Son of Nathaniel Whitney of Westborough. 

% Eldest son of the late Deacon Thomas Forbush. 

% Parkman’s sister-in-law, the wife of Dr. Benjamin Gott. 
” Beulah was the daughter of Peter Bent of Westborough. 
% Mrs. Aaron Forbush. 
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22. Snow. The Boys Sledding up the remainder of the wood 
which was cut on the 19. 


23. Cold. Sledding again. N.B. My wife in much Trouble by 
Headach last night. 


24. Rom. 8, 6. P.M. Snow. Storm’d hard at Evening and 
very Cold. N.B. very few at meeting. My wife’s Headach 
extreme. 

25. Moderate, pleasant, bright morning. Neighbor Oak 
came with a Team, neighbor Jacob Rice,” Jonathan Maynard,” 
John Oake and Lieutenant Holloways men came to get wood. 
Fitted up our Team to go with them but after 4 Turns our sled 
was crush’d down. It rain’d when they came to Dinner and the 
rain preval’d So as to prevent their going for any more. 

26. A little after 4 in the morning my Wife call’d Me up by 
her extreme pains prevailing upon her and changing into signs of 
Travail. I rode over to Deacon Forbush’s* and brought her [sic] 
over as our midwife. Sister Hicks, old Mrs. Knowlton, Mrs. 
Whipple, Mrs. Hephzibath Maynard,** Mrs. Byles and Mrs. 
Rogers were call’d and brought and stay’d all Day and Night. 
The Weather Moderate and plesant. 

27. In the morning the Women Scattered away to their several 
Homes except Mrs. Forbush who did not leave us. At Eve 
Deacon Forbush and Mr. John Pannell here. N.B. My Two 
Youngest Cattle and one of my Oxen not well. We cut off a 
part of the Tails. Mr. Tainter here to mend the sled. At night 
it grew exceeding Cold. 


28. At about 4 in the morning Mrs. Forbush call’d me up with 
great earnestness to gather some women together. It was very 
Cold, and I ran on foot to sister Hicks and to old Mrs. Knowlton— 
sent to Mrs. Maynard and rode to Mrs. Byles, all which came to- 
gether by Daybreak. We were in the Article of Distress. About 


Son of Jacob Rice of Marlborough. Jacob and his wife were admitted to the West- 
borough church in Dec. 1731. 


® Son of David Maynard. 
% Jonathan Forbush. 
® Wife of Captain John Maynard. 


448 AMERICAN ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY 


Seven o’Clock my Fourth Daughter was born. An exceeding 
Small Child and great doubt whether it would continue alive. 
But my wife in a good State, through the wondrous Goodness and 
Mercy of God. A Cold Day. Sent Ebenezer Maynard to Dr. 
Gotts, and to call Mrs. Mary Sherman® to Nurse. N.B. Sear’d 
the Ox which continued bleeding. N.B. Suse Cutting,* being 
married to John Rogers, as I concluded, is come up to dwell at 
Neighbor Rogers’s. Nurse watch’d. 


29. Mrs. Forbush carried home by Ebenezer. N.B. Mrs. 
Tainter here to discourse with me upon the Offence I had mani- 
fested at her Dauters being the Introducers of Velvet whoods 
among young persons of low Rank in the Congregation and she 
in a Christian manner Submitted and ask’d forgiveness inasmuch 
as She had been the Author of it. Martha Maynard*® watch’d. 


30. My wife in great Pain. Mrs. Maynard here. At Evening 
my wife exceedingly pained under her Breasts—thought to be the 
Coming of her milk. Molly Lee and the Nurse watch’d. 


31. Cold, p.m. Snowy. Concluded the Year with Rev. 20, 12 
and Discourse before the Baptism of my Daughter Elizabeth 
God hath Sworn on Mal. 3, 17. My Wife Easier to Day. Re- 
becca Hicks** watch’d. 

As I have renewed my Engagement unto God and given up my 
Self and mine to Him, So, on the other Hand, God himself hath 
Sworn that they that Fear Him Shall be His in the Day that He 
will make up his Jewells. And O that We might be of that num- 
ber! And that this Dear Infant in particular may be a rich Jewell 
in the Cabinet of God! 

In finishing the Year God enable me to have a reallizing thought 
of the finishing of all Things, and that Great Day of the Eternal 
Doom for all both Small and Great, that I may be found ready 
for it whenever it Shall break forth! 


® Mrs. John Sherman of Marlborough. 
* John Rogers of Westborough married Susanna Cuttin in Watertown Dec. 26, 1738. 
* Daughter of David Maynard of Marlborough. 


*® Mrs. John Hicks, Parkman’s sister-in-law. 
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